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OFFICIAL NOTICE Abu Bekr Shriners BI-MONTHLY STATED MEETING • Wednesday, July 13, 2022 – 7 p.m.

The Stated Meeting will be held in the Shrine Center on Wednesday, July 13 at 7 p.m. Remember that the Elbon is having their hamburgers that night 
starting at 5 p.m., closing at 7 p.m. To gain admission to this meeting, Imperial law requires that a member must be in possession of and present his 
2022 Shriners International Membership card. Don’t forget to wear your fez.

Attest: Michael L. Pickett, Potentate  & Richard W. Lindblom, Recorder

WHEN: June 27, 2022 @ 5:30- 7:30 PM
WHERE: Abu Bekr Temple Parking Lot
WHO: All Master Masons
WHAT: Burgers-Brats-Chips-Beverage

RUSH 
PARTY

WHY: To Promote Freemasonry
COST: Bring A Potential New Member
Join us for the drawing of our GOLD giveaway. Bring a friend along and enjoy some food and beverage 
and the fellowship of Masonry. Invites will be sent to area Lodges and Masonic bodies. Be the first to know 
who wins an ounce of gold.
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On June 27th we will host a Rush 
Party at the temple parking lot. If you have 
a person interested in becoming a Mason 
or Shriner, bring them along. We will have 
burgers, brats, chips, and beverage. Also, 
anyone who has tickets or money for the 
gold raffle please make sure to get it in 
before June 27th.

Have a fun and safe summer. Hope to 
see you at the parades.

Fraternally,
Michael Pickett

Spring 
Ceremonial

At the All Iowa Ceremonial, Abu 
Bekr recognized RC Clements, P.P. as our 
ceremonial honoree.

Eric "RC" Clements was born October 
17, 1959, in Emerson, Nebraska, where he 
has lived most of his life and calls it home 
today. He grew up in a hardware store and 
custom hay business with his parents, Barb 
and Bill, until graduating from Emerson 
High School in 1978 and leaving for college. 
After college, he worked for a machine shop 
doing military contracts until opening his 
own machine and fabrication business in 
1990, which he still operates today. He has 
two sons: Tom, wife Haley and their three 
children, Kenley, Sammy and Anna; and 
Ty, wife Ashlee, and their son Cameron, all 
of Omaha.

RC married Val in 2010 and welcomed 
her two sons: Chad, wife Jenny, and their 
children Tieman, Gracie and Dean of 
Omaha; and Austin, wife Jody of Lincoln. 
RC began his Masonic journey in the fall 
of 1994 with the guidance of the men of 
North Riverside Lodge No. 662 in Sioux 
City and the Abu Bekr Wrecking Crew. 
He remained at North Riverside until he 
became a member of his hometown lodge, 
Magnolia Lodge No. 220 in Emerson, after 
he was requested in helping getting it back 
up and going. He has remained a proud 
member there, serving as Worshipful 
Master several times. He had the. honor of 

Potentate's Message
Wow, hope everyone is enjoying the nice weather and the 

farmers can use it to their advantage. We have had a busy month. 
Our circus appears to be a record setter. It really felt great seeing 
the sold-out signs in front of the event center more than once. 
We had over 150 nobles and family members show up to work 
every performance, it was great. On behalf of Abu Bekr Shrine 
I would like to thank everyone that helped make this the great 
circus it was.

We held Easter Egg Hunts on April 16th. One for the kids 
in the morning and one for adults that evening after the circus 
workers dinner. It was very hard to tell which group had the 
most fun. There was candy, prizes and of course there was the 
Easter Bunny. I think it might be on the calendar for next year.

I attended the SDA session with several members of the 
crew. There was a lot of discussion on the dos and don’ts of 
ceremonial. Many ideas were discussed in detail with open 

discussion on the future.
Then it was off to Roseville, MN for the WGA4Kids. It was very informative and 

enlightening. The program during the day included three patients that had been out of the 
hospital system for some time but were in dire need of wheelchair replacements. They spoke 
of the issues they run into and the costs. That evening President Gene Reese gave a very 
emotional talk about the Shriner’s Children. On April 30th, the Iowa Ceremonial was held 
in Altoona, Iowa. There were twenty-four new nobles brought into the shrine. Abu Bekr had 
three candidates there. It was a great time, and I cannot thank the Chanters and the Ritual 
Team enough for the perfect presentation of the degree. All the candidates were extremely 
happy that they had the opportunity to participate in this renewal of an old tradition.

In the newsletter is an article about lodging information for upcoming events. Please 
notice the release dates, this is when unspoken for rooms are released and the rate is no 
longer available. Please keep the office informed as MSA requests a temple registration sheet. 
We also need to know for planning hospitality.

June 11th at the Corn Palace in Mitchell, SD, El Riad Shrine will be holding a temple 
parade. The Corn Palace will have all of it’s exterior décor depicting Shriner’s circus, Shriner’s 
International and Shriner’s 150th Anniversary. We have been invited by El Riad Shrine to 
join them for the day. Currently, I believe the Wrecking Crew plans on going. Maybe we can 
form a caravan to Mitchell?

219 W. 7th St
Sioux City, IA 51103

712.224.2090
Executive Recruiting
877-240-1004

We’ll Help You Find Them.

We Create Solutions.
Talented Employees?Looking For

www.jleusa.com

Collectibles   Fine Jewelry

Lakeport Commons
4830 Sergeant Road • Next to Best Buy

712-255-7229
www.gundersons.com

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008



Abu Bekr News June 2022 3

presenting his father, Bill, with his 65 year 
pin and certificate from Magnolia Lodge 
No. 220 earlier this year.

RC joined Abu Bekr Shrine in 
December 1994, once again, with the 
guidance (or no guidance at all) of the 
Wrecking Crew, owning several different 
pieces of parade equipment and serving 
as president in 1999. He was also a social 
member of the Cornhusker Shrine Club of 
Wayne, buying his first Little Red Pickup 
in 2005 and began parading with them, 
becoming president in 2017.

There was an abundance of new 
Shriners in northeast Nebraska, so an old 
unit, The Flying Carpets, was purchased 
since more parade units were available for 
purchase. This evolved into the purchase of 
14 new drift trikes and changing the unit 
name to The Flyers. Throughout his Shrine 
career, RC has loved the circus, serving as 
chairman several times, and remains active 
with it today.

In 2007 he had the honor of being 
asked to serve as Director on the Divan, 
which he held until 2009, when he became 
2nd Ceremonial Master and eventually 
serving as Potentate in 2015: the same year 
he was honored by having both his sons 
join the Shrine.

It is with pleasure that this Ceremonial 
be in Honor of Eric "RC" Clements and 
Lady Val.

continued on next page 

Recorder’s 
Ramblings

It’s been a very busy several months. 
Now it’s time for the summer activities to 
start. Please continue to send in Permission 
Request Forms to the office for any activity 
your club or unit will be participating 
in. Our insurance company and agent 
appreciates it too.

The deadline for housing for the 
Imperial Session is quickly approaching 
on June 1. Midwest Shrine Association 
in Green Bay and Central States Shrine 
Association in Wichita are approaching too. 
Contact the office for more information.

If you have any questions on anything, 
contact Barb or me at the office.

Our new office hours are now 9 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. We will start being closed on 
Fridays on June 3 – September 2.

Enjoy your summer!
Dick Lindblom, Recorder

Foot Patrol
The month of May has just about 

evaporated as we are already moving into 
June. Everyone now is talking about their 
gardens, planting Zucchinis, tomatoes 
and potatoes. All I’m thinking of is, 
expensive gasoline, mowing, crabgrass and 
dandelions. We have had several nice rains 
that really got the grass kick started into 

high gear and from now on we will be busy 
with this, for sure.

I was told that the Provost Marshal, 
Shrine Unit, was redefining everything, to 
be politically correct, - they call their 9 MM 
Glocks … - “cordless hole punchers.”

As we patronized the Wrecking Crew’s 
Mother’s Day breakfast, we must say it was 
“soo good.” Even though we had to wait for 
the “beef ” for several minutes, but it still 
was good. Also, as I thought, “wrong,” that 
Matt Plummer quoted Eye Openers were 
somewhere? Saturday, May 21st, was the 
Potentate’s Ball, that we will need to report 
on during next month sessions.

Wednesday May 25th is the Foot 
Patrol’s burger night between 5 and 7 PM, 
then at 7:30 PM “sharp!” President William 
Price will preside over the FP stated 

meeting, and I will still be in the pink to 
attend this. Then May 30th, is Memorial-
day, the time to remember our families, 

Business Cards
Logos

Letterhead
Posters
Envelopes

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

alfsurveying@aol.com

712-943-6342
120 Gaul Dr. • SGt. Bluff, Ia

SpecIalIzInG In all typeS of InSurance
auto • HomeownerS • recreatIonal VeHIcleS

commercIal • worker'S comp • BuSIneSS autoS • BonDS

www.HoffmanInSuranceaGency.com

Granny’s Stitches
with Viking

3806 Floyd Blvd. 
Sioux City, IA

712-239-0457
www.grannysstitcheswithviking.com

IMPORTANT LODGING INFORMATION

Imperial Session-Minneapolis
July 2 - July 7, 2022

Comfort Inn & Suites 494 E @ Exit 3 Portland Ave 952-876-6605
$99/night Free Parking Code, Abu Bekr Shrine Release Date: June 24th.

Iowa Shrine Bowl-Cedar Falls, Iowa
July 22 - July 23, 2022

Comfort Inn & Suites 319-273-9999/Hilton Garden 319-266-6611
Check with motels for availability-there is also a Super 8 in the same vicinity. All 
offer the $119 rate. No release dates.

Midwest Shrine Association-Green Bay, Wi
Aug. 17 - Aug. 21, 2022

Hampton Inn 2840 Ramada Way 920-498-9200
$129/night- Free Parking - Group: Midwest Shrine Association
Release Date: noon 7-17-2022 - Green Bay Packers are playing in town that 
weekend, so rooms have about doubled outside of the block.

Central States Shrine Association-Wichita, Ks
Aug. 24 - Aug. 27, 2022

Hilton Inn Wichita East I-35 – 549 S. Rock Road – 316-681-5093
$110/night-Free Parking-Group Block Code: ABS- Release date 8-10.
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Country, Military and loved ones. June 
29th will once again be the Foot Patrols 
Burger Night, 5 – 7 PM, - with all hands-on 
deck, please! And the FP Stated Meeting, 
thereafter, at 7:30. So Colin Ross and PP 
Sheldon Menin were at the bar the other 
night, as Bar Tender, Sami, screamed out 
loud, “Anyone know CPR?” Collin yelled, 
- “Hey, I know the entire alphabet!” – 
Everyone laughed … well everyone except 
this one guy …

With that, - Until June 2022. - 
Horst Zittlau, Sec. / Scribe

continued from previous page Rat Patrol
Our first Parade is Saturday the 28th in 

Anthen, lineup is at 5.  Park in the school 
parking lot.  

Thoughts and prayers go out to the 
Saunders family …Gene “Geno” was 
dedicated to this unit and did so many great 
things for the Rats and Abu Bekr. Thank 
you Mark Harmon for MCing the Masonic 
Service and to all the Rats that came out in 
support.  Thank you Todd and Brenda for 
being so positive in the Rats and Abu Bekr.  

We are still having practices on 
Wednesday nights and Sunday nights as 

of this article. Bobby promised not to run 
over himself anymore. Haha. It’s almost 
parade season. Almost time for the “First 
you hear us then you see us.”

Parade schedule:
May 28: Anthon, 6pm
June 4: Moville, 11am
June 4: Cherokee, 4pm
June 18: Le Mars, 10am
June 18: Decatur, 1pm
June 25: Ida Grove, 11am
July 4: Logan, 10:30am
July 4: Mapleton
July 9: Schaller, 10am
July 16: Lake View, 1pm
July 17: Onawa, 1pm 
July 23: Cedar Falls Temple Movement
July 23, Missouri Valley, 10:30am
Aug. 6: Lake Park Temple Movement
Aug 6: Hartley, 10:30am
Aug 12: Sgt. Bluff, 6m
Aug. 13: Kingsley
Sept. 5: Sheldon, 2pm
Sept 5: Hawarden, 1:15pm

Scribe Maise

Clowns
Welcome to summer, Joeys. Now that 

the weather is finally nice it’s starting to feel 
like parade season. We have a few things 
on the horizon to put on your calendars: 
Morningside Days Parade is on May 19th 
at 6:30. We are running the kitchen for 
the NDA Junior Dart Nationals Spaghetti 
feed at the temple on June 11th from 5-8.  
The Ice Cream Days Parade is June 18th at 
10am in Le Mars, IA. Please plan on those 
three events and we will keep you informed 
as to what else is added. Hope to see you 
all there.

David Lyman

Cycle Corps
Sheldon was a little under the weather 

for our May meeting, so I'll do what I can 
to fill in for him. Wish I could take notes as 
well he does!

In April the Cycle Corps had a pair of 
fundraisers that went well for us. At our 
May meeting, it was decided to donate 
$1000 to the Abu Bekr Women's Auxiliary 
and $1000 to Shriner's Children - Twin 

Wish these Nobles a 
Happy Birthday this month
1 Chad M. Niemeier
2 Thomas E. Conolly
3 Scott R. Fritcher 
 Vince I Ploen
 William Wollesen
4  Frank D. Edington, Jr.
 William P Cramer 
 Douglas H Rinka
 Keith C Sorge
 Jeffrey W Peterson
 Lance C Olerich
5 Tom Rosauer, Jr
6 Michael P Fogarty
 Mark D Schopke
 Alvin L. Satterwhite
7 Dean Chase
 Kenneth L. Sheley
 Brandon D. Smith

8 Brian J Bowers
10 George J. Kneebone
 William P Olson
 Barry J Goodwin
 Terry D Kinnetz
11 Vernon C Knecht
12 Robert M Hamilton
 Thomas D Linblom
13 Ralph J Hitchcock
 Russell G Hitchcook
 Patrick H Jensen
14 Charles L Montange
 Devin van Holsteijn
15 Gary A Schindel
17 Henry Brueck
 James W Redmond
 Daryl A Daniels
 Jon A Vennink
 Matthew J Moore
19 Damon K Lohry
20 Clinton L Jones
21 Richard C Prentice
22 Donald G Newberg
24 Bradley H Anerson
26 Ghervus L Goodchild
 Jay D Savis
 Gary VandeMheen
 Leland J Roeber
27 Phillip L Lowman
 Ronald G Fuchser
 Samuel A Harper
28 Elmer Nielsen
29 Robert G Knowler
 Joshua Simpson
29 Kyle J Lesline
30 Mark D Curry

T&W TIRE  
& RETREADING
Phone: 712.252.4055
309 Court Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

24 Hour Emergency Road Service

NOTICE
The Abu Bekr Divan is seeking any interested unit 
that would like to acquire the hospital float.  The Divan 
would like to look for something small, as we very 
seldom have anyone to ride on it.  Contact the Shrine 
office or Potentate if you are interested.

Thank You

Michael Pickett, Potentate

Staber’s 
Meat Inc.

Dave & Jim Staber
200 Pearl Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

(712) 277-4682

Dave & Jim Staber
930 Clark Street, Sioux City, IA 51101
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Shriners Helping Kids Sign
Available at 

the Recorder’s 
Office.

Sign with or 
without the 
post $10.00.
Courtesy of the 
Vintage Wheels

call:
Sharon Dorr 540-6043
Karen Pickett 229-2741
Peggy Porter 253-5478
Rick Dreibelbis 253-1742

Peanuts For Sale
$8.00

2 lb. pkg.
Beer Nuts

Cajun Nuts
Taco Nuts

Cities. Thank you to everyone who helped 
out with the fundraisers to make these 
donations possible to help our kids.

We also discussed getting our bikes out 
and on the road. We decided to purchase 
some new batteries again this year. Sure 
wish we could get a little more life out of 
them! Thanks to Jerry Levay for putting 
in the elbow grease to get the batteries 
installed and fire up some bikes. 

We had myself, Jerry, Kelly, Leland 
& Colin parading for the Morningside 
Days parade. The weather was pretty good 
considering the up and down of the temps 
so far this spring. Thanks to Kelly & Leland 
for helping me get the bikes to and from the 
storage unit. 

We are planning to make our way to 
Decatur for their parade on June 18th. We 
are always looking for more motorcycle 
riders to join us. Give me a call at 712-
898-9705 or join us for meeting the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm at the 
Shrine. Your first year's Cycle Corps dues 
are free. 

I am also going to be working on lining 
up a card dealing or two for the summer. I 
will keep you all up to date on those events 
if they come to be.

Sheldon must be feeling better, I did 
see him at the Elbon the other night. I 
expect to see you at the June 1st meeting 
Sheldon. You're way better at this than me!

Phil Hane, President

Past Master 
Morningside Lodge 615

Cellular: (712) 389-1452
Like us on facebook

502 Huntington Ct.
Sgt. Bluff, IA 51054Don’s Pro Shop

“Awards For 
All Occasions”

Trophies • Plaques
Engraving • Sublimation

Also Your Bowling Headquarters
The Latest in:

Balls • Bags • Shoes • Etc.

924 Nebraska Street • 255-8565

Provost Marshal 
Shoot & BBQ

All Invited
July 9th, 3pm

1546 Old Highway 141, Sioux City

OFFICE HELP WANTED
Abu Bekr Shrine Temple is accepting 
applications for our open office position.

Inquiries should be made by 
contacting the Abu Bekr Shrine 
office at 712-255-7991.

Michael Pickett, Potentate
Abu Bekr Shrine

Join us for a BBQ 
and shoot out. 

Guns & ammo not provided. 
A free donation is required for 
those wanting to eat. BYOB. All 

firearms allowed.
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continued on page 10

As the WGA4Kids, 99th Annual Meeting drew to a conclusion, April 25th, for the Shriners Children Twin City, the 
Sioux City Abu Bekr Women’s Auxiliary had eight members that attended, as follows. The Illustrious Potentate, Michael 
Picket, along with his Lovely Lady, Karen. - Chief Rabban, Rich Porter’s Lovely Lady, Peggy. – Oriental Guide, Dwight 
Dirks with his Lovely Lady, Jo. - Of course, Chief Aide, Lovely Lady, Sharon Dorr. - My other half, Horst Zittlau, and I, 
-Judy.

The trip to the WGA4KIDS to the Mid-wests annual meeting was very informative and interesting. As an entirety 
there are a total of twenty-six Women units that belong to the Twin-Cities. We began with our advisory meeting as 
we discussed concerning of what or what didn’t happen the last two years. It was a consensus that there was a lack of 
communication between the outlying auxiliaries and the WGA4KIDS board as we were seeking for more information. 
The next agenda was for the Auxiliaries to comprehend items concerning the many phases of wheelchairs, growth 
kits, ramps, along with many other relevant items. Needless to say, that the wheelchair design / repair personnel are 
extremely dedicated to the children as they continuously attempt to keep the chairs going in excellent shape for them. The 
wheelchair repair crew invited three former patients to speak to the Auxiliary concerning their experiences while they 
were Shrine patients and after they were dismissed. The first patient was born with no arms or legs. She is now married, 
with her husband and mother caring for her. She stated that the powered chair is her lifeblood, as she has to depend on 
it to assist her one-hundred percent of the time. During her sessions at the Shrine care center, she depended on the chair 
for everything and was constantly depending for the repair people to always needing them to adjust things. When she 
became past eighteen years of age, she realized that she would no longer receive her aid and became alarmed. But to her 
relief the Shrine office personnel went to bat for her and assisted her to be able to get further assistance down the road 
from the government. Even the chair repair people have continued to work with her as they also keep assisting her, on 
their own. The Second patient received Shrine assistance at eleven months of age, as she had no use of her legs and feet. 
At an early age she also depended on the motorized wheelchairs. As patient number one, she depended on the Shrine 
and repair people. And as patient number one, she received the assistance after age eighteen. She is able to drive now and 
has a fulltime job. The Third Patient, a younger gentleman, being a Shrine patient with twisted hands and feet, as he also 
is able to get around with a motorized wheelchair. He became able to drive his own vehicle and works as a web designer. 
Even though his power chair is ten years old, he thinks that his insurance company will approve some of his necessities. 

But what all three patients had in common was their praise of the Shrine and wheelchair 
personnel as they continuously are assisting them even though their responsibility officially 
ended and they weren’t left hanging there not knowing what to do. We then were introduced 
to Ms. Alexis Thompson that was a Shrine patient with spinal curvature problems. She shared 
her experiences with the Shrine doctors along with her extended care, as she had to wear a 
molded upper body cast for her back. Being a typical teenage girl, she didn’t want the cast 
to show. She then designed, with her grandmothers assistance, a bag that she fit by placing 
over the cast and over her clothing. The bag also became the storage container as it was able 
to hang in a closet. Alexis requested that if the Auxiliaries would be willing to produce the 
bags for the Shrine Healthcare for others to use. We received a copy of the instructions and if 

Abu Bekr Women’s Auxiliary

KIDS CORNER
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continued on page  9

Shriners Children’s-Twin Cities Board of Governors
My thanks to Noble Phil Hane for holding the presses a few extra days this month so that I could give 

all of you the latest update on your Shriners Children’s-Twin Cities. The Twin Cities Board of Governors 
held its May meeting in Omaha, Nebraska on Thursday and Friday, June 19-20, 2022. On Thursday, 
the Board of Governors had the opportunity to meet with the leadership of the Boys Town National 
Research Hospital. We had a full schedule that included tours of the Boys Town Hall of History, the 
Boys Town National Research Hospital Outpatient Clinic, the Institute for Human Neuroscience (IHN), 
and the Center for Human Performance Optimization (CHPO). The facilities and research that is being 
conducted involving brain imagery and its connection to physical mobility are absolutely amazing. Boys 
Town is the only facility in the country to boast having two of the most cutting-edge brain electronic 
imaging machines. The data collected and innovative treatments that are 
being developed by the doctors at Boys Town will lead to revolutionary 
changes in the understanding we have regarding electric impulses in the 
brain and how that impacts mobility and movement in children.

The leadership of Shriners Children’s at both Twin Cities and 
Headquarters in Tampa developed an initial agreement to work towards a partnership with Boys Town in operating an outpatient clinic at the Boys Town 
Hospital in late 2019. Unfortunately, due to the impact of Covid on the medical community and our country, the plans to move forward together stalled. Now 
with a new sense excitement and shared collaboration the leadership of Shriners Children’s Twin Cities and Boys Town are starting the process of investigating 
the best ways to start working together to serve our Shrine Kids and Families in eastern Nebraska. Currently, we have an outpatient clinic operating once a month 

for our Shrine doctors and physician assistants, and members of our POPS Team to see patients at 
Boys Town. This new outreach clinic at Boys Town is in the early stages of development and we 
must be patient as both entities work together to overcome obstacles within each organization. 
After seeing the facilities and meeting with the leadership staff of Boys Town and listening to 
conversations between Shriners Children’s Twin Cities and Boys Town, I can only begin to imagine 
the great things that will come from this partnership once the organizational hurdles are cleared on 
both sides. I would ask at this time that you be patient and support the leadership as they work through the myriad of issues and 
regulations to make this happen. I believe that a few years down the road we will be amazed at the new services lines we will be able 
to offer our Shrine Kids at a location that is closer to home for the Kids and their families of Iowa and Nebraska.

To update you on the developments at the Twin Cities… Dr. Luedtke announced to the BOG that we have hired Dr. Lindsay 
Stephenson. Dr. Stephenson was a pediatric orthopedic surgeon at Shriners Children’s-Houston and is currently a surgeon at 
Shriners Children’s-Galveston. Fortunately for us at the Twin Cities, Dr. Stephenson is tired of the commute to Galveston and is 
looking forward to moving to the Twin Cities and joining our staff. Dr. Stephenson’s start date is June 1, 2022, and this will time 
out perfectly with the departure of Dr. Priola as he leaves SC-TC to practice in Atlanta. More good news, Dr. Vara has returned to 
half-time much earlier than expected. The word around the clinic is that everyone is telling Dr. Vara to slow down and take it easy 
as he returns to practice. To all of us who know Dr. Vara, that’s a lot easier said than done. We are so happy to hear that Dr. Vara is 
recovering well and getting back to full speed. No one is happier than Dr. Vara’s patients.

Our staff led by Administrator David Voller is working to gather more data and monitor volumes at both Woodbury and 
Blank Children’s-Unity point in Des Moines. David Voller has been with us at the Twin Cities for nine months and his vision to 

grow our service lines, create new partnerships, and better serve our patients and their families is amazing. I believe that the foundation David is currently laying for SC-TC will be the base 
of many new initiatives and partnerships in the years to come. We definitely have the right man at the right time steering the ship at Shriners Children’s-Twin Cities. Our MARCOM Team is 
rolling out a new patient acquisition campaign based on the “Watch Me!” theme of our Shrine Kids. If you are active on social media, please take the time to watch and share these commercial 
spots to your friends and family members. The best way to get new patients is to share the great stories of what we are doing at Shriners Children’s. The Development staff is working hard 

to prepare for the annual Shriners Children’s-Twin Cities Gala on June 3, 2022. The Gala has already received over $250,000 in preliminary 
sponsorships and support.

An update from our Chief of Staff, Dr. Luedtke is that we are already facing a shortage of space, and staffing issues, at Blank Children’s in Des 
Moines. Our team is working with Blank Children’s to look for additional space and expand our staffing so that we are able to see more patients 
at Blank Children’s. One reason that we have not advertised and promoted our clinic in Des Moines is that we are already running at full capacity 
in our current space, and we do not want to have to turn away new patients because we do not have the space and staff to serve them. Just in the 
month of May we received 75 new patient requests. Again, I ask for your patience as we work to find solutions.

The Imperial Session will be in Minneapolis on July 3-7, 2022. Tours of the Shriners Children’s Ambulatory Care Center in Woodbury will be 
on Sunday, July 3, from 8:00 am to Noon. If you would like to take a tour while you are attending the Imperial Session, this is your opportunity. 
Unfortunately, due to Clinic operation, staffing, and patient needs the clinic will only be open for tours on Sunday. If you have any questions, 
please give me a call.

Another big item of discussion by the Board is the “Vision 2035” plan that is being rolled 
out to meet the mission of the Joint Boards of seeing more Kids, in more places, and lowering 
our draw on the endowment. One component of Vision 2035 is the development of the “Midwest 
Model”. This Midwest Model will join together the operations and administration of the Shriners 
Children’s facilities in the Twin Cities, Chicago, and St. Louis. I can tell you that the administration 

and Board of Governors of the Twin Cities are leading the way in moving the objectives of the Joint Boards forward. Sadly, I can’t say the same 
for the other two facilities. The lack of movement in hiring new administrators in Chicago and St. Louis have us in a holding pattern in the Twin 
Cities on several fronts. I am hopeful that there will be a new sense of urgency placed on hiring the key personnel we need in leadership positions 
by Headquarters that will allow us to move forward. Sometimes, the bureaucracy and regulation hog-tie us from moving forward in the best 
interest of the philanthropy and the patients we serve. As always, more to come…

Now, let’s talk about what a great time we had at Tangier Shrine Temple. My thanks to Illustrious Sir Daryl Finley for putting together a 
dinner and “town hall” meeting for the Nobles and Ladies of Tangier Shrine. On Thursday evening, May 19th, following our day at Boys Town, we 
were treated to a fantastic evening of food, fellowship, and information. The steak dinner was prepared by the Past Potentates of Tangier, and the 
bar was complimentary thanks to the generosity of an anonymous Noble of Tangier Shrine. Illustrious Sir Daryl is currently the Vice-Chairman 
of the SC-TC Board of Governors. The two-day BOG meeting was set up and scheduled by Ill. Sir Daryl. All I can say is, what an outstanding job! 
My Lady Lisa and I were happy to have our 1st Ceremonial Master, Noble Jeremy Robinson and Lady Sara join us for the evening. The Shriners 
and Ladies were presented an update on the operations and issues facing our Twin Cities Clinic and our outreach programs at Des Moines and 
Boys Town by BOG Chairman Ill. Sir Gene Reece. It was a long and detailed presentation that ended with questions coming from the Nobility. 

Tangier Shrine Town Hall Meeting

Ill. Sir Krogh and Lady Lisa with 1st Ceremonial 
Master Jeremy Robinson and Lady Sara at the 
Tangier Shrine Town Hall dinner and meeting.

Illustrious Sirs; Daryl Finley – Tangier, 
Kip Wagner – NAJA, David Krogh - Abu Bekr, 

at the Boys Town Hall of History

Boys Town Bus in the 
Hall of History
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TRANSPORTATION FUND DONATIONS
From April 19, 2022 to May 16, 2022

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	Pamela J. Davies for Kid’s 

Christmas Party

MEMORIALS
◊	Dennis L. Capron

Abu Bekr Cycle Corps
John Griffin

◊	Bernie Cohrs
Ken & Marilyn Byers

◊	Robert L. “Bob” Logan
Dave & Anne Gaer
Karen Hanna
Koch Farm Partnership, LP
Douglas Macfarlane

◊	William P. “Bill” Olson
Spencer Shrine ATV Corps

◊	Howard D. Omdahl
Roger A. Wilson

◊	Zoe Reef
Everett & Phyllis Johnson

◊	Eugene W. “Gene” 
Saunders
Abu Bekr Rat Patrol
Dan Binneboese
Jim & Jill Denker
Dwight & Jo Dirks
Loren & Sandy Fauth
Bob & Linda Golden
Greg & Iris Hofling
Gary Janssen
Jay & Cheryl Lake
Terry & Lisa Messelhiser
Michael & Karen Pickett
Gary & Mary Kay Wood

Black Camels
◊	Dennis L. Capron

◊	William P. Olson

◊	Howard D. Omdahl

◊	Eugene W. Saunders

Pay Your Dues Online
NOBLES, you can now pay your dues online!

Visit abubekr.com and scroll down the homepage to the 
‘Pay Your Dues Section’. When you open the link, you will 
be able to create an account and pay your Shrine dues, Unit 
dues and Circus tickets, etc. all at once. You have the option 
to have your dues automatically paid from your account 
annually, so you don’t forget to pay them. This is an option 
that is highly recommended.

Your Siouxland Masonic Center building is in need 
of a new boiler system. 

We have started a fundraising campaign for the repairs. 

If you would like to contribute to the fund,
 please call Jeff Zook at 712-898-4218.

raised so far!

$100,000
$90,000
$80,000
$70,000

$60,000

$50,000

$40,000

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000
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Thank 
You 

for 
your 

generosity

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund. You may write only one check if you would like to honor more than one 
individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr Transportation Fund. 

Mail to:  Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of      

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

$11,000
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Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc. 
is NOW a charitable organization.  

ID#: 31077
Make a charitable donation---write it off of your taxes. 

The Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc. is NOW exempt 
from federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 501(c)3. 

Donors can deduct contributions they make to  
S.M.C., Inc. under IRC Section 170. S.M.C., Inc. also 
is qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, 
transfers or gifts under Section 2055, 2106 or 2522.

Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc.’s public charity status 
is a 509(a)2.

Please consult with your tax advisor when making 
tax-deductible charitable contributions.

CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

NEEDED

S.M.C. Inc.
Attn: Jarrod Knudsen, Board Member

820 Nebraska St, PO Box 3347
Sioux City IA 51102-3347

continued from page 7 

We are sorry to say that Nobles sometimes pass away 
without our acknowledgement. As they are Brothers, 
they are due the recognition of their passing. Please 
assist in notifying the Temple when a Noble passes. 

Phone: 712-255-7991 or 
email Barb at: barbc@abubekr.com

Rachel Raak Law
712-454-4227

REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS
UNITED

302 Jones St., Ste. 100
Sioux City, IA 51101

712-226-6053
Licensed in IA, NE & SD

The Company You Keep
www.newyorklife.com

James M. “Jim” Lane
Agent

2 S. Hidden Acres Drive
Sioux City, IA 51108

Bus. 712-279-8856
Fax 712-279-8828  

T h e  N e b r a s k a  M a s o n i c  H o m e
A Legacy of Excellence 

Independent Living
Assisted Living

24-Hour Nursing Care
Alzheimer’s/Dementia care

1300 Avenue D • Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 296-7300

www.thenebraskamasonichome.org

“A Continuing Care Retirement Community”
For Freemasons and their female family members as well 

as Eastern Star Sisters.  Call Chris Abbott (402)296-7302 to 
check your eligibility, get information, and schedule a tour. 
This jewel of Nebraska Masonry is only 25 minutes from 

West Omaha in the quiet community of Plattsmouth.

We were also honored to hear from our 
SC-TC Joint Board Liaison, Imperial Outer 
Guard, Imperial Sir Tim Forbis. I also want 
to give my thanks to the Mobile Nobles of 
Tangier Shrine Temple. The Mobile Nobles 
provided transportation for the Board 
of Governors to and from Boys Town on 
Thursday. Old Engine 357 and its passenger 
car are a sight to behold as it rumbles out 
West Dodge Highway to Boys Town. While 
the Board of Governors was touring one 
of the Boys Town facilities, the Tangier 
Mobile Nobles provided a tour of the Boys 
Town campus to some staff members of the 
Boys Town Hospital. Those Ladies had a 
BLAST! It proves what I’m always saying 
when seeing all of the Board of Governors 

packed into the passenger car of the train… 
Shriners have FUN!!!

It is an honor to represent Abu Bekr on 
our Shriners Children’s-Twin Cities Board 
of Governors. It’s also hard to believe that 
I’m in my last year on the BOG. The last 
8 ½ years have gone by fast. As we move 
forward, there will be issues and hurdles to 
clear, but I am confident in our Leadership 
Team and my fellow members of the Board 
of Governors that we will overcome and 
exceed our expectations as we lay the 
foundation for the new Shriners Children’s-
Twin Cities catchment area patients and 
families that we serve. Please feel free to give 
me a call with any questions you may have 
regarding our Shriners Children’s-Twin 
Cities and Shriners Children’s healthcare 

system. Thank you for all you do for our 
beloved fraternity and philanthropy.

Finally, belated happy birthday wishes 
to our Recorder, Noble Dick Lindblom and 
my Potentate Dad, Illustrious Sir Bruce 
Kolbe. I hope both of you had the happiest 
of birthdays! Parade safe, and be on the 
constant lookout for new patients. You are 
an Ambassador of the World’s Greatest 
Philanthropy… go make a difference every 
day!

Yours in the Faith,
David G. Krogh, P.P., Shriners 

Children’s-Twin Cities 
Board of Governors

beashrinernow.com

Do you know someone who 
would make a 
good Shriner? 

Invite them to a public event.

Here is a website you can 
pass on to them for more 

information.



10 June 2022 Abu Bekr News

continued from page 6

Remember
Buy 1 Hand Made Burger, get another 1/2 price

ELBON EVENTS
June 1st  Chefs Unit
June 8th  Oriental Band
June 15th  Chefs Unit
June 22nd Shrine Ladies Taco Bar
  Nachos, Tacos & Dessert
  Free Will Offering
June 29th  Foot Patrol

one would be interested in assisting, please 
call the Shrine office or me, Judy, 712-333-
7174, and we will forward a copy to you. 
During our final session, in the evening, we 
were introduced to David Voller, the new 
Administrator. He provided an exhilarating 
pep speech, as he spoke highly of the work 
the Auxiliaries had been and are doing. The 
second speaker, Eugene Reece, Chairman, 
Board of Governors, spoke on the work 

being done at the Healthcare Clinic and the 
many outreach programs, as he specifically 
pushed for our commitment of getting 
involved. Once again we thank Potentate 
Michael Pickett along with his Lady, Karen, 
along with Divan Lady Peggy, Divan 
Dwight Dirks along with Lady Jo, and Chief 
Aide Lady, Sharon Dorr, for their care and 
commitment to the Women’s Auxiliary. 
 Judy Zittlau, Corresponding 

Secretary

Abu Bekr Website and Calendar
Please check out the website and the calendar as they have been updated. 
To keep up with the latest Abu Bekr events add the calendar to your 
google calendar on your phone. The url is gcal@abubekr.com.

If you have an event or parades please send them to 
recorder@abubekr.com 

so we can get them on the website or the calendar.

Plendl
Plumbing

LLC

Rich Plendl
712-577-4747

RichPlendl@hotmail.com
Bonded/Insured/Licensed IA SD NE

Colin Ross
1901 Cornhusker Dr, Ste
150, S Sioux City, NE
402.494.3972
colinross.fbfsagents.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. �����������������������������������������������
	��������������������
���������������
	��������������������������������
	���������������������
������������	����������������
����������������������������������� �� ���� ���

Colin Ross
1901 Cornhusker Dr, Ste
150, S Sioux City, NE
402.494.3972
colinross.fbfsagents.com

Securities & services offered through FBL Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA
50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. �����������������������������������������������
	��������������������
���������������
	��������������������������������
	���������������������
������������	����������������
����������������������������������� �� ���� ���

Toy Donations Needed
The Abu Bekr Women's 
Auxiliary toy cupboard is 
bare. Help us out by donating 
some toys for our Shriners 
Children's patients. Please do 
not spend more than $5-$10 
per toy. 
Color Books, Dolls, Cars are 
some great toys to  have.
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Calendar of Events
June 2022

1 Burger Night, Elbon Club, 5-7pm

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 Divan Meeting 5:00pm
Burger Night, Elbon Club, 5-7pm

9

10

11 Mitchell Corn Palace Shriner Display Parade w/ El Riad

12

13

14

15 Burger Night, Elbon Club, 5-7pm

16

17

18

19

20 Abu Bekr News Deadline

21

22 Taco Bar, Elbon Club, 5-7pm

23

24

25 Pote's Golf Outing

26

27

28

29 Burger Night, Elbon Club, 5-7pm

30

If you have an event coming up for your Shrine Unit, Lodge or any Masonic Body be sure to send it to 
AbuBekrNews@live.com. Include all the particulars -- who, what, where, when -- and we will list for everyone to see.

July 2022
1

2

3

4 Independence Day

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13 Abu Bekr Stated Meeting 7:00pm

14

15

16

17

18 Abu Bekr News Deadline

19

20

21

22

23 Temple Movement to Iowa Shrine Bowl

24

25

26

27 Kossuth Shrine Car Cruise

28

29

30

31
gray boxes denote Monday

ImperIal 
SeSSIon 

mInneapolIS, mn
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Vintage Wheels
Vintage Wheels met at 4 Brothers in LeMars for a great meal with 22 members present. 

Prez Van Phillips had many announcements including added events for us to attend. We then 
ventured off to the big boys Toy Store in LeMars. If you haven’t been to see this, you absolutely 
have to. Be sure and talk with Albert and hear the story of this little store with a BIG heart. 
Who knew the restoration of a toy tractor can be so healing, both in the restoration and 

the giving of the toy later. Many are multi-
generational. Fabulous job guys!

Our schedule is very fluid so be sure 
and stay up to date via Email. If you know 
of a upcoming parade or car show, please 
let us know, especially if we can get a 
sponsorship. We do like to show off our 
prized vehicles. So hook us up and we will 
show up.

May 18th we have the Morningside 
Days Parade, line up at 5:30, Parade at 6:30 
then off to Clyde’s for Supper.

June 20th we will meet in Moville 
at the Crakshaft Cafe on Main St. This 
could become an annual event with other 
car clubs joining us. Think possible new 
Shriners and Vintage Wheelers.

June 26th we venture to Oto, for lunch 
at the Old Bank. Great drive and great 
food. Come join us with or without Vintage 
Wheels and hear the TALL tails about our 
cars and in turn tell us about your first ride, 
favorite and wish I could of had! See you 
just around the corner and down the road 
a bit.

Terry King, Scribe

Win one Troy ounce gold OR 
cash value at time of drawing. 

Proceeds to assist with Nobility travel to Imperial, CSSA, MSA & 
Iowa Shrine Bowl. Not tax deductible.  Drawing to be held June 27, 2022.

Gold Raffle

Tickets Available from any 
Abu Bekr Divan member 

or call 712-229-1662

Imperial or Bust

American Flags Wanted
The Temple is in need of American Made 3x5 

Nylon Flags for the Shrine. Currently, we do not 
have any on hand.

Nylon flags can be purchased from Morningside American Le-
gion Post # 697 for $20.

Please remember, you can drop off your worn flags at the 
Shrine Office, and they will be picked up properly disposed of on 
Flag Day, June 14. If you would like to purchase a flag from Noble 
Kelly Houts, he can be reached at 712-281-3495. Thank you!

Rainbow Girls
presenting 

The Colors at the 
2022 Circus.


