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Abu Bekr Shrine Circus
July 29 - August 2, 2020

The 2020 Abu Bekr Shrine Circus has been rescheduled.
The 70th Annual Abu Bekr Shrine Circus scheduled for April 1-5, 2020 at the Tyson Events Center will be rescheduled for July 29-August 

2, 2020. All tickets will be honored for the rescheduled dates. The executive leadership of Abu Bekr Shriners had decided in light of the current 
Coronavirus concerns it is in the best interest of public health and personal safety to reschedule their annual Circus performances to a later 
date.

For the 28th year Abu Bekr Shriners is partnered with George Cardin Circus International to perform in the Tyson Events Center for the 
families of Siouxland. “We have a long-time partnership with George Cardin Circus International and they share our concerns that public 
health and safety needs to be our number one priority as our Nation works through this public health crisis”, said Abu Bekr Potentate, Sheldon 
Menin, “the families of Siouxland enjoy and look forward to the Circus every year, and by rescheduling our Circus no one has to miss out.”

“We would like to thank the City of Sioux City and the Staff at the Tyson Events Center for their cooperation as we worked with our Circus 
promoter in rescheduling the Shrine Circus”, said RC Clements, Abu Bekr Circus Chairman, “this is something that has caused major events 
to be cancelled across the country and we, as Shriners, don’t want to put anyone’s health at risk”.

Abu Bekr Shriners has hosted the Shrine Circus for 70 years and by rescheduling performances to late July Abu Bekr can provide families 
with the joy of attending and sharing an annual tradition that they have grown up loving. The community support from local business, school 
districts, and circus attendees across Siouxland for the Shrine Circus has been overwhelming. For many, the Shrine Circus is their opportunity 
to experience world-class live family entertainment at a reasonable cost. This is evidenced by the multiple sell-out crowds every year over the 
Circus’ 10 scheduled performances.

Tickets already purchased for the April 1-5, 2020 performances will be good for the July 29- August 2 performances; no action is necessary.
Tickets for the July 29-August 2 performances will go on sale, immediately at the Tyson Events Center Box office, online at Tysoncenter.

com, or by calling, 855-333-8771. The Shriners of Abu Bekr Shrine Temple would like to thank the Siouxland community for their continued 
support and understanding.
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and myself, we would like to thank the 
Siouxland community and fellow Shriners 
and their families for their continued 
support and understanding during these 
trying times.

Also, both Shrine Football Media 
Nights (Sioux City, IA and Spencer, IA) 
were cancelled along with C.S.S.A Winter 
Session in Springfield, MO. in March. We 
will have to take this pandemic issue on 
a day-to-day basis.  We will be looking at 
whether to have our Spring Ceremonial on 
Saturday, April 25th or postponing it until 
the Fall Ceremonial.  We will keep everyone 
informed on any upcoming events as soon 
as possible.

On a lighter note, 1st Ceremonial 
Master Colin Ross and I attended the 
Animal Unit Stated meeting at the Manilla, 
IA fire department and ate a delicious 
home-made brisket dinner cooked and 
served by the Tedd & Nancy Bliesman, 
Trent & Lisa Hodne, John Nielsen and 
Jeff & Sandra Blum. Home-made cherry 
pie, baked beans, potatoes and some 
home-made cherry liquor was also served.  
Afterwards, I installed the four officers 
present for 2020. Everyone stay safe and 
healthy.

“The children are our vision”.
Sheldon J Menin, Potentate

Unit/Club Meeting 
Guidelines

March 17, 2020
Dear Nobles:
We have received many requests for 

guidance, information and assistance 
regarding cancellation of meetings as 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) has spread 
throughout the United States.  Please 
be assured the health and safety of our 
members is our top priority.

It is recommended that unit/club 
leaders and members follow the most 
conservative guidelines available from 
leading global and local health authorities 
such as the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) and World Health Organization 
(WHO). Always abide by national, state, 
and local gathering restrictions within your 
community and remain good stewards of 
our members.

We encourage units/clubs to do what 
is best for their membership.

· If you or members of the unit/club 
are ill, stay home.

· If someone in your home is at risk, 
stay home.

· If you have recently traveled outside 
of the United States; stay home.

· If you or members of the unit/club 
have pre-existing health conditions, stay 
home.

· If there is a communication or 
gathering, enforce a “handshake free zone.”

· If there is a feeling within a unit/
club that a meeting ought to be cancelled, 
then the meeting should be cancelled. It 
is better to err on the side of caution than 

Potentate’s Message
With the onset of the current Coronavirus concerns, the 

70th Annual Abu Bekr Circus scheduled for April 1-5, 2020 has 
been rescheduled for July 29 - August 2, 2020.  The executive 
leadership of Abu Bekr Shriners had decided it is in the best 
interest of public health and personal safety to reschedule our 
annual Circus performances to a later date.

For the 29th year, Abu Bekr Shriners has partnered with 
George Cardin Circus International to perform in the Tyson 
Events Center for the families of Siouxland. We have a long-time 
partnership with George Cardin Circus International and they 
share our concerns that public health and safety needs be our 
number one priority as our Nation works through this public 
health crisis.  The families of Siouxland enjoy and look forward 
to the Circus every year, and by rescheduling our Circus, no one 
has to miss out.

We would like to thank the City of Sioux City and the staff 

beashrinernow.com

at the Tyson Events Center for their cooperation as we worked with our Circus promoter in 
rescheduling the Shrine Circus.  This pandemic is something that has caused major events to 
be cancelled across the country and we, as Shriner, do not want to put anyone’s health at risk.

Abu Bekr Shriners has hosted the Shrine Circus for 70 years and by rescheduling 
performances to late July, Abu Bekr can provide families with the joy of attending and 
sharing an annual tradition that they have grown up loving.  The community support from 
local business, school districts and circus attendees across Siouxland for the Shrine Circus 
has been overwhelming.  For many, the Shrine Circus is their opportunity to experience 
world-class live family entertainment at a reasonable cost.  This is evidenced by the multiple 
sell-out crowds every year over the Circus’ 10 scheduled performances.

Tickets already purchased for the April 1-5, 2020 performances will be good for the July 
29th- August 2nd performances; no action is necessary.

Tickets already purchased for the April 1-5, 2020 performances are on sale immediately 
at the Tyson Events Center box office, online at Tysoncenter.com or by calling 855-333-8771.

I would especially like to thank “R.C.” Rick Clements and David Krogh on working with 
the Tyson Event Center (Spectra) and the news media on rearranging our circus schedule 
and news releases.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Abu Bekr Shrine, Chief Rabban Wayne 
Rieckmann, Co-Chairs “RC” Clements and David Benson, David Krogh, the entire Divan 

Sheldon Menin
General Manager

I-Go
Van & Storage Co.
3701 Southgate Dr., P.O. Box 1916
Sioux City, IA 51102

Business: 712-258-7568
Cell: 712-389-8385

Fax: 712-255-9154
Toll Free: 800-798-7568

alfsurveying@aol.com

Collectibles   Fine Jewelry

Lakeport Commons
4830 Sergeant Road • Next to Best Buy

712-255-7229
www.gundersons.com
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to impose a meeting on a lodge no matter 
how important such a meeting might be.

· It is strongly recommended that any 
sharing of food or drink not happen.

· A review of the unit/club meeting 
place should take place to ensure that there 
are adequate hand sanitizers and other 
appropriate hygienic supplies.

As you are aware, the CDC updates 
the risk assessment of the virus daily in 
this rapidly changing situation. You can 
find the CDC guidelines at this link. Please 
follow every precaution as you conduct 
your events in the coming weeks with 
decisions being made to put the health and 
well-being of members and guests as the 
first priority.

We are in the early stages of the spread continued on next page

of the virus.  These guidelines will be 
reviewed daily and new guidance may be 
forthcoming depending on governmental 
oversight or mandates.  We will continue to 
monitor this situation closely as it evolves 
and will notify you as soon as possible 
should the need arise.

Finally, this is a time for us to reach 
out to our Brother Nobles that are elderly 
and/or have health issues that place them 
at higher risk of exposure. Please keep in 
contact with each other via telephone, 
text, or email.  Let us all watch out for 
one another and be ready to offer support 
where able.

Fraternally,
Sheldon J Menin, Potentate

Shriners Healthcare 
- Twin Cities

March 18, 2020
TO: Temple leadership and 

transportation staff: 
We are all well aware of the risks 

associated with COVID-19. In response, 
Shriners Healthcare for Children - Twin 
Cities (SHC) is postponing all non-
essential surgery and non-essential clinic 
visits until the threat passes. Calls began 
on March 17 to families with appointments 
beginning now through April. If there is a 
family you planned to transport and want 
to know if they still have their scheduled 
appointment, please call SCHEDULING at 
612-596-6106.

We recognize that the temples play 
a critical role in the support of patients 
by providing transportation. As the non-
essential appointments are postponed 
so too will the need for transportation. 
However, there may be a few patients that 
need essential services that cannot be 
delayed. Some of those patients may be 
reliant on the temple for help.

We do not want to impose unnecessary 
risk for anyone involved in these services, 
and we know that risk of medical 
consequence increases with age. We are 
asking that the Temple leadership engage 
with us to brainstorm solutions for those 
few patients with essential medical needs 
that may still need some transportation 
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Abu Bekr Website and Calendar
Please check out the website and the calendar as they have been updated. 
To keep up with the latest Abu Bekr events add the calendar to your 
google calendar on your phone. The url is gcal@abubekr.com.

If you have an event or parades please send them to 
recorder@abubekr.com 

so we can get them on the website or the calendar.

memberships are down but hay and feed 
have only gone up. We have 12 active 
riders now and we have started a very big 
sponsorship drive. We are trying to let the 
public know we are still here, but after 100 
years as a unit we need community help 
with sponsors. We are also working on 
the details to possibly doing storage this 
next fall with indoor and outdoor storage 
available. As of right now, the horses will 
remain at the stables till July and then 
may have to be sent home to their owner's 
homes to be taken care of. The stables will 
remain and we will continue to try and 
parade. We will still be doing our steak fries 
and St. Patrick’s party and auction.

So this weekend March 14th, we held 
our St. Patrick’s party and auction. It was a 
great success and we hope that those who 
attended had as much fun as we did putting 
it on.

Thank you to everyone who attended 
and I would like to thank each and everyone 

who has helped out with a kind word or 
donation. It so very much appreciated. 
Thank you.

We had originally planed on having 
our famous Pitchfork April 18th, but 
with this virus thing we have decided to 
postpone it to a later date. So as soon as we 
set that date I will get it posted

Now I have to tell you what I saw at the 
Temple the other day. I had stopped in to 
check my mailbox and talk to the ladies in 
the office. As we were talking, they asked if 
I had seen Colin on my way in, that he had 
just left. No I had not seen him, but when I 
left I heard a noise from up on the second 
floor. So I went to investigate and it was 
coming from the bathroom. As I peeked to 
see what was going on, it was Colin acting 
like a cat and he was unrolling all the rolls 
of toilet paper and putting it in a bag. 
When I said "Colin what are you doing?" 
Of course it was “are you following me? 
You shouldn’t sneak up on a guy. Nothing, 

continued from previous page
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White Horse 
Patrol

Greetings from the White Horse 
Mounted Patrol.

Well if I only had something to talk 
about this month. OK, first I will say WE 
ARE NOT DISBANDING. We are trying 
to raise money and gain more community 
sponsors to be able to afford to keep the 
horses under one roof. Horses are not a 
cheap hobby. Back when we had 25-30 
active members and had that many all 
paying horse support and getting sponsors 
we could afford to pay someone to take 
care of the horses out at the stables on a 
daily basis. But like most units and Shrines, 

support. We hope that this situation never 
occurs, but we want to be prepared

We should not transport any person 
that exhibits signs of fever or cough, or has 
been exposed to others that may have the 
virus.

Please know that we are committed to 
maintain safety for patients, families, SHC 
staff, Shriners and all in our communities.

Sincerely, 
Charles C. Lobeck, 

Administrator Shriners 
Healthcare for Children - 

Twin Cities
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what you doing?” I asked "why do you have 
all these bags of toilet paper?" After a few 
minutes he said "well the other night at the 
Temple I didn’t know we had raised the 
price of beer by a quarter." So he had been 
looking for something to sell on eBay and 
toilet paper seemed to be in hot demand. 
I explained to him just how crappy of an 
idea this was and when I left he was rolling 
it back on the tubes. Sorry Colin, but you 
should not make your self a target. Horst 
where have you been I’ve missed you.

Till next time and Happy Trails
Rich Porter, Scribe

Foot Patrol
Alooo-ha, to the Foot Patrol and 

friends, as we already are entering the 
month of April.

Where do I start? With all the 
whirlwind things happening within the last 
several weeks.

Allow me to get back to the month 
of February as we were preparing to go 
on Potentate Sheldon’s Hawaii trip. As we 
were going to miss the FP stated meeting I 
had to twist “my friend” Roger’s arm to do 
my secretarial work for me. Every time he 
does though, he always leaves me guessing. 
– I think him and WHMP’s Rich Porter 
scheme things together anymore! I can 
hardly wait to read the minutes, as I bite 
my lip. At the same time thanks so much 
for the assistance Roger.

Now for our trip, things went quite well 
and was pretty uneventful down to Hawaii. 
Right from day one we were kept busy. We 
had a pretty tight schedule. As we went to 
the Arizona Memorial, viewed the Missouri 
Battleship, viewed Pearl Harbor from the 
bottom with a submarine, and went on a 
sunset dinner cruise where we were able 
to see the city lights along with doing some 
whale watching. Also one day we toured 
the outer rim of the island. Another day 
we went to Paradise Cove and attended 
a popular luau with a great meal while 
watching an entertaining performance 
with the Hula girls and warriors. Also we 
went to several variety and dinner shows. 
If one enjoys pineapples, you will treasure 
their pineapple ice cream. We had a two 
scoop dish daily which became addictive.

On the first day, as us Nobles followed 
our ladies around, they decided to go 
pearl diving. Mercy, did they ever find 
those pearls. The pearls were “free” but the 
mountings and chains “were not”. I didn’t 
keep track, but it must have been a close call 
between Lady Rita and Lady Linda having 
the highest number. Personally my favorite 
event was to simply go to the beach, sit on 
a bench and do the people watching. We 
need to send a big “Thank You” to Mike 
Berger along with Potentate Sheldon for 
planning the extravaganza as it was greatly 
enjoyed by all.

Captain Roger related to me a while 

happened within the last several world 
events, things have turned every which 
way except right side up. The Tyson Center 
has canceled many shows and the Circus 
is very iffy, along with many other things. 
Be sure to check with the Shrine Office, 
your Potentate and unit Presidents ahead 
of time.

WHMP’s Rich Porter questioned his 
Lady Peggy if he was the only “one” she’d 
been with. – She said “Yes”, all the others 
were “nine and tens”…

With that, - I usually don’t always go 
that extra mile, but when I do it’s because I 
missed my exit.

Until next month,
Horst Zittlau, sec. /scribe

back that he was struggling to get Yvonne’s 
attention. But he resolved it, - by just sitting 
down and look comfortable.

As I also missed out on the FP’s Annual 
Spaghetti Feed, I inquired on how it went, 
besides being extremely short handed, 
it sounded that it went very smooth and 
well as they had a very receptive clientele. 
Hopefully we will be able to clue everyone 
in on more next month.

Here is a rendition I got from our 
Potentate Sheldon as he went to attend 
his son’s wedding. “Son, allow me to offer 
my warmest congratulations. I’m certain 
that you’ll remember today as the happiest 
day in your life.” “Thanks, Dad. But the 
wedding’s tomorrow.” Dad, - “I Know!”

As much as everything that has 

Granny’s Stitches
with Viking

3806 Floyd Blvd. 
Sioux City, IA

712-239-0457
www.grannysstitcheswithviking.com
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Rachel Raak Law
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REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS
UNITED

302 Jones St., Ste. 100
Sioux City, IA 51101

712-226-6053

The Abu Bekr Cycle Corps has Honda 
Rebel 250cc bikes looking for new riders.

Call Phil Hane at 712.898.9705 or come to a 
meeting, 1st Wednesday, 7:30, Elbon for more info.

FREE 
MOTORCYCLES

OK the fine print: 
You don’t actually get to take the bike home. 
You do get to ride with a great group of guys.

We pay for all the gas and upkeep and storage. 
Your fez will not slow you down in a parade.
A valid motorcycle license is required to ride.

Dues are a measly $15 after the first year.

All you have to do to get your 
hands on one is join the unit!!!

and there are no dues for the first year
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Members are busy preparing their 
sewing projects for the Circus, which is 
now scheduled for July. All sorts of items 
will be covering our tables. We always 
have a need for polyester fill which is a big 
expense in making our animals.

We have a variety of animals, dish rags, 
potholders and embroidered tea towels, 
both done by hand and machine. Adding 
some new items as the days go by. Of course, 
Judy Zittlau, is always surrounded by dogs. 
She even makes pups made to order. We 
have sports team dogs, fire dogs, police 
dogs, tractor dogs and just dogs. Dorothy 
comes up with items of flannel, fleece, and 
other fabric, for babies of all ages. I made 
my first “In the Hoop” Bunny and it is so 
cuddly. (See picture) Can’t wait to hoop 
out some more. I’ll take orders for Easter I 
guess I fall in the category, “old people stay 
home” so I better produce some items.

We’d like to thank Mary Baklund for 
three bags of fabric. What a wonderful 
time I had going through the very useable 
fabrics. I hear she even has more.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled 
for April 26-27. Important updated 
information will be available at that time. 
Of course, there is the big possibility it will 
be cancelled.

Please remember to pay your dues of 
$5.00 as soon as possible. Buy your family 
members a membership and invite them to 
see what we make and sell for “The Kids”. 
New Members are needed. Send your dues 
to Judy Zittlau, 1304 Warrior Rd, Sergeant 
Bluff, IA 51054.

Was talking to a friend about “Final 
Arrangements” and she asked, “why in the 
world would you want to be cremated”? 
I said “well, it’s the last time I can have a 
smok’n hot body.

Everyone take care and stay well and 
share your TP if need be.

Gloria Zook, Scribe

High 12 News
Due to the nationwide outbreak of 

corona virus, High 12 lunch meetings have 
been suspended through Wednesday, April 
8, 2020.

Our Wednesday meetings have 
averaged 25 Master Masons each week we 
hope this hiatus during the virus outbreak 
will help everyone to remain unexposed 
and healthy.

Thanks for your continued support, 
the fantastic meals prepared by Daughters 
of the Nile and our weekly host Sioux City 
Scottish Rite.

We hope to start weekly meetings 
again on Wednesday, April 15. 

Larry L. Finley, High 12 
President

Kossuth Shrine 
Club 

Dr. Tom Gruis, Scribe.
Heavens to Betsy! What a difference a 

week makes! Pandemic, quarantines, states 
of emergency, limits on meeting sizes, travel 
bans (spring break time), cancellations, 
only two (2) Democratic candidates….

Having about 40 years in broadcasting, 
both on and off the air, what in the world 
will fill the 168 hours a week?

I heard it said that “I hated 9/11 but I 
loved 9/12!” Such a sense of unification and 
pulling together, yet not devoid of fear.

Masons are on the whole a caring 
lot! The best-known charity is the Shrine 
Hospitals!

And other orders have their charities 
too, and here are some of them:

Grand Lodge of Iowa, for example 
scholarships.

Scottish Rite – Children’s Dyslexia 
Fund, and others;

In the York Rite; Chapter - Royal Arch 
Research Assistance focusing on children’s 
auditory problems; Council – research 

Women’s 
Auxiliary
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Hospital system.
Prayers and good wishes do help! As 

a former volunteer hospital chaplain for 
about nineteen years, I KNOW they do! 
Healing and peace are two of the most 
precious things in life. And such is the need 
of our nation now, as much as ever.

Next month Brother ad Noble Thomas 
Nugent will be telling about the upcoming 
Kossuth County Shrine Club Car Cruise!

Travel safe, thank you, and God Bless.
Tom “Doc” Gruis, K. Y. G. C. H., 

Scribe.

Cycle Corps
Well, fellow Shriners, we are in the 

midst of a Corona virus pandemic, which 
has caused chaos throughout the world.  
Here at the Shrine Temple, and elsewhere 
around the Shrine realm, events have 
either been cancelled or postponed until 
further notice. The schools have closed 
their doors,a card dealing scheduled 
with Security National Bank on April 3, 
2020 is scheduled but may be canceled 
or postponed. We haven’t heard back yet. 
We will all have to ride this virus storm 
out and hope that everything turns out 
OK.  I will report on any future events next 
month,,,,,considering that there will be any.

In the meantime, keep the chrome up, 
the rubber down and if you are one of the 
ones hoarding all of the toilet paper, stop, 
please.

Sheldon J. Menin, Scribe

into a diabetic cure and circulatory issues; 
Commandery – Eye Foundation.

The Grotto – Humanitarian 
Foundation bringing dental care to the 
profoundly handicapped.

Tall Cedars of Lebanon – muscular 
dystrophy research.

Order of the Eastern Star – Qualified 
service dogs.

White Shrine of Jerusalem – Material 
Objective, providing help on an individual 
basis for illness and education.

Order of the Amaranth – Diabetes 
research.

So, looking at the news on three or 
more applications on my phone, starting 
with BBC, then CBS, and then Fox, most 
of it is about the virus. Hopefully there 
will be more of a pulling in the same good 
directions and less division in our beloved 
country – and less emotion and hatred, at 
least for a while….

Such are the hopes and teachings 
of Masonry. Within the Masonic family 
especial bonds are found in the side orders 
and degrees.

Remember, “higher” degrees is a real 
misnomer. The Third Degree make you 
a full Mason. All else od side or parallel 
degrees.

Hopefully this item this month stirs 
appreciation and recognition of what 
Masons can do. Especially the Shrine 

TRANSPORTATION 
FUND DONATIONS

From February 18, 2020 to March 16, 2020

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	Nancy & Randy Boyd

MEMORIALS
◊	Teresa ‘Trix’ Cormaci

Roger Wilson

◊	Trygve ‘Trig’ K. Olund
Wayne & Lu Benson

◊	Lloyd M. Tresham
Hospital Dads

Black Camels
◊	Leonard A. Bolton

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund. You may write only one check if you would like to honor more than one 
individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr. 

Mail to:  Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of      

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

If you would like to be on an email list to be notified 
of any Black Camels – please Email your request to 

barbc@abubekr.com with 
“Notify of Black Camels” in the subject line.

Pay Your Dues Online
NOBLES, you can now pay your dues online!

Visit abubekr.com and scroll down the homepage to the 
‘Pay Your Dues Section’. When you open the link, you will 
be able to create an account and pay your Shrine dues, Unit 
dues and Circus tickets, etc. all at once. You have the option 
to have your dues automatically paid from your account 
annually, so you don’t forget to pay them. This is an option 
that is highly recommended.

continued from previous page

Staber’s 
Meat Inc.

Dave & Jim Staber
200 Pearl Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

(712) 277-4682

Dave & Jim Staber
930 Clark Street, Sioux City, IA 51101
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Vintage Wheels
Not sure where I left off with the last 

article....Toooooo many events happening...
not the least of which is this Corona Virus. 
Please, if you aren’t staying out of crowds, 
if you aren’t practicing good hygiene...ie...
covering coughs & sneezes or you have not 
gotten a recent health check-up. Now is the 
time to CHANGE YOUR WAYS!

We want you around for another 
year. GITTER DONE! (remember, grease 
under your finger nails and huffing carbon 
monoxide will not prevent this strain of flu). 
Our president and parade marshals have a 
number of parades for us to complete this 
year and we need everyone.

For the Vintage Wheels members....
we canceled March meeting as our age plus 
the number of members and guests would 
equal one of those ‘out of bounds’ figures 
that means we are too susceptible to the 
virus. So...stay home, heat a can of soup 
and read a good book or better yet...watch 
a classic car movie. Or, work on getting the 
classic ready for the first parade. The parade 
schedule has been sent to our members and 
we will have another update coming soon.

That last VW meeting was held at Four 

Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc. 
is NOW a charitable organization.  

ID#: 31077
Make a charitable donation---write it off of your taxes. 

The Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc. is NOW exempt 
from federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 501(c)3. 

Donors can deduct contributions they make to  
S.M.C., Inc. under IRC Section 170. S.M.C., Inc. also 
is qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, 
transfers or gifts under Section 2055, 2106 or 2522.

Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc.’s public charity status 
is a 509(a)2.

Please consult with your tax advisor when making 
tax-deductible charitable contributions.

CHARITABLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

NEEDED

S.M.C. Inc.
Attn: Jarrod Knudsen, President

820 Nebraska St, PO Box 3347
Sioux City IA 51102-3347

Kan Duettes
There isn't much news but felt we 

should at least touch base.  First, let us deal 
with the "Elephant In The Room".  The 
accursed Virus.  I think I may still be in 
stunned mode as never in my long life have 
I been subjected to anything even remotely 
like this. Seems to me as if it always began 
in some remote country and it got stopped 
before it reached us.  Not this time.  No more 
than ten people in a group... no wining or 
dining even if you could find a place open 
to do that...kids home from school for an 
unknown period... churches suspending 
services.  There are lots more.  And, do not 
come near me with that elbow thing.  That 
is just plain stupid!  Who dreamed that 
up?  So, just snuggle up on the couch with 
your clicker and wait it out.  There is almost 
nothing you cannot do without leaving 
your vehicle.  Oh, and don't forget to deal 
with your Census.

I am sure everyone is aware by now 
that former Member Donna Bergeson,  
widow of Ron Bergeson, passed away at 
her rather new city of Lincoln,, Nebraska.  
Once she joined Kan Duettes she was good 
about coming to the meetings.  And, we 
were mentioned in her obituary which is 
a pretty rare thing for us... almost no one 
ever lists us as an organization in which the 
deceased was a member.  To her survivors 
we offer belated Kan Duette Condolences.

And, to Donna Loftus, a big "Thank 
You" for the Christmas Angel she made 
for EACH of us.  Thank you, Donna.  Very 
pretty!

Spoke to past Treasurer Coleen 
Bonnes.  Recovery is taking longer than 
expected but is progressing nicely.  She says 
that her daughters have been a Godsend, 
getting her where she needs to go to see 
whomever she needs to see.  She is upbeat 
and cheerful as ever and we hope she has a 
complete and speedy recovery.

Our Speaker for the last meeting was 
the young woman who took over after 
Fiona Valentine left WIT.  I would tell you 
her name but I have misplaced the WIT 
listimg of their offered classes.  Not my fault 
as I am doing taxes and that always makes 
me NUTZ-ier than usual.  It will turn up 
and I will tell you in a future column,.   If 
you want to learn something new or want 
to brush up on a talent you have not used 
for a while, WIT is the place to go.  They 
also offer a nice selection of trips

President Delores McCuddin informed 
her Callers that we will not be meeting 
next month at Brookdale (formerly North 
Park) .  They have to follow "nursing home" 
rules and therefore cannot admit us to our 
regular meeting room  nor serve us lunch.  
If the ban continues we may have to find 
a different place to meet but, in any event, 
you will be informed by your caller. 

Stay safe... follow the rules.  This too 
shall pass.

Til we meet again,  
Your Scribe,

Mary Ann Davidson

Don’s Pro Shop
“Awards For 

All Occasions”

Trophies • Plaques
Engraving • Sublimation

Also Your Bowling Headquarters
The Latest in:

Balls • Bags • Shoes • Etc.

924 Nebraska Street • 255-8565

Plendl
Plumbing

LLC

Rich Plendl
712-577-4747

RichPlendl@hotmail.com
Bonded/Insured/Licensed IA SD NE

Brothers on Singing Hills Blvd with about 
15-16 present. No special program other 
than relating some of our ‘special moments’ 
as VW members. President Bob Knowler, 
Scribe Larry Finley & Parade Marshal 
Bob Dresser recalled through their aging 
and foggy memory of when they went 
to Mondamin Iowa to pick up Larry’s 
75 Old Ambulance. Tho sketchy...they 
talked about the return to Sioux City and 
interstate highway, a state trooper, a city 
police officer and sigh of relief when ‘lights’ 
on the ambulance were extinguished upon 
entering the city limits of SUX. See....classic 
car collecting can be fun, interesting and at 
times....?????.

By now all Nobles should be aware 
the April 2020 Shrine Circus has been 
postponed to July 29 to August 1. Hopefully 
the precautionary measures will have 
helped avert a major medical crisis and we 
can enjoy the Summer Circus.

Also, the Mid America Museum April 
4 car show we were coordinating for the 
museum has been postponed and will be 
rescheduled for a later date.

Stay safe & healthy
Larry L. Finley, Scribe
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ELBON EVENTS
The Elbon will be closed for 

the month of April.

Stay Safe & Healthy

Shriners Helping Kids Sign
Available at 

the Recorder’s 
Office.

Sign with or 
without the 
post $10.00.
Courtesy of the 
Vintage Wheels

by phone, e-mail or in person, you’ll have 
the opportunity to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm about Masonry and about 
being a Shriner. You’ll answer questions or 
concerns, help find the right Lodge best 
suited to the Candidate’s interests, and 
help him with his journey to becoming a 
Shriner. You will also have the opportunity 
to make a new friend.

Principal Duties & Responsibilities
1. Commit to being active in the 

Virtual Mentor program for 1 year.
2. Explore the Candidates interests 

in our fraternity. Seek to understand his 
reasons for wanting to join, learn about his 
family, hobbies, interests and does he have 
any Masonic friends.

3. Educate the Candidate about local 

Become a Virtual 
Mentor

Do you remember that special person 
who made a difference in your life? The 
person who took the time to ask your 
name, introduce you around or show 
you the ropes? If we’re lucky, we have one 
person in our lives who made a positive 
impact personally or professionally.

Being a Virtual Mentor is your 
opportunity to make the same difference in 
the life of a man on his way to becoming a 
Master Mason and Shriner. All it takes is 
willingness, enthusiasm and time.

As a Virtual Mentor, you will be 
paired with a Candidate with similar 
interests in your area. Communicating 

Business Cards
Logos

Letterhead
Posters
Envelopes

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

White Horse 
Mounted Patrol

Clubroom rental available for 
parties, receptions, reunions, etc.

Located in a country setting at 1689 Old Highway 141

Manager - Jim Lane 712-574-0748
Asst. Manager - Rich Porter 712-253-8869

Parade Booking - Dan Albert 712-540-1269
Parade Booking - Leon Bruns (NE) 402-922-0114

Barn - 712-943-4682 www.abubekr.com/whmp

Lodges and about the nearest Shrine 
Temple.

4. Encourage the Candidate to visit 
local Lodges and the nearest Shrine Temple.

5. Meet the Candidates Lady and 
introduce her to local brothers and nobles 
wifes.

6. Introduce the Candidate to local 
Brothers and Nobles.

7. Introduce the Candidate to the local 
Temple and members.

8. Educate the Candidate about the 
Roadmap to becoming a Master Mason.

9. Educate the Candidate about the 
Roadmap to becoming a Shriner.

10. Introduce the Candidate to local 
Masonic and Temple events. Attend with 
him if able.

11. Introduce the Candidate to Temple 
members and to Clubs and Units.

12. Communicate regularly with the 
Candidate and make sure he is getting his 
needs met and that he is getting properly 
educated about our fraternity.

13. Login and update your Candidate 
communications in Shriners Village 
Virtual Mentor program.

Knowledge & Skill Required
1. Blue Lodge experience and frequent 

attendance at your lodge.

2. Active in your local Shrine 
Temple and familiar with general Temple 
operations.

3. Experience in helping men become 
Freemasons and Shriners.

4. Ability to commit time to being a 
good mentor.

5. Good organizational, interpersonal 
and communication skills.

6. Must have a genuine interest in 
Mentoring men to improve the quantity 
and quality of our membership.

7. Maintain consistent care, 
compassion and follow-up of all Candidates 
assigned.

8. Must be comfortable using your 
computer to update the Candidate’s 
progress and to use email as needed.

Read the press release Shriners 
Village Virtual Mentor Program Version 
1.0 to learn more about how men become 
Candidates, the goals of the program 
and the components that will make 
this dynamic new online membership 
recruitment program a success.

Pull up the link below and start the 
process of Mentoring men to become 
Shriners.

https://www.shrinersvillage.com/
Membership/VirtualMentor

BEVERLY
FOAM INSULATION

and COATINGS
Commercial · Residential
Asphalt Roofs · Flat Roofs

DARRELL BEVERLY
712-490-6161 · Sioux City, Iowa

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008
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Calendar of Events
April 2020

1

2

3

4

5 Palm Sunday

6

7

8 Divan meeting, Shrine Temple, 5:30 PM

9

10 Good Friday

11

12 Easter

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 Abu Bekr News Deadline

21

22

23

24

25 SPRING CEREMONIAL
26

27

28

29

30

May 2020
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 Wrecking Crew Breakfast
Mothers Day

11

12

13 Divan meeting, Shrine Temple, 5:30 PM

14

15

16 Armed Forces Day

17

18 Abu Bekr News Deadline

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 Memorial Day

26

27 Kossuth Shrine Car Cruise

28

29

30

31

gray boxes denote Monday

Be Sure to Call and 
Confirm any meeting or 

event you Plan to attend 
iS Still taking PlaCe

twin CitieS HealtHCare Center 
gala (29tH) and oPen HouSe (30tH)
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