
PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Sheldon, Iowa
Permit No. 73Abu Bekr Temple

P.O. Box 3347 
Sioux City, IA 51102

Change Service 
Requested

Oasis of Sioux City, Desert of Iowa November 2018 Shriners International

Abu Bekr News

2018 Fall Ceremonial ------------ 9
Abu Bekr Women's Auxiliary ---- 4
Animal Unit ---------------------- 2
Calendar of Events --------------11

Cycle Corps ----------------------- 2
Daughters of the Nile------------- 6
Elbon Events ---------------------10
Foot Patrol ------------------------ 2

Hospital Dads --------------------- 4
Hospital Trip ---------------------- 5 
Kan Duettes ----------------------- 3
Kelly Houts ----------------------- 3

Kossuth Shrine ------------------- 5
Membership ---------------------- 6
Potentate's Message -------------- 2
Transportation Fund ------------- 8

Find Us on Facebook!! Search for Abu Bekr Shriners

Download 200,000+ brand logos in vector format for free
http://www.logoeps.com/

Vintage Wheels ------------------- 3
William Florence ----------------- 6
White Horse Patrol --------------- 3

ABU BEKR 2018 FALL CEREMONIAL  •  OCTOBER 27TH
Schedule of Events on Page 9

The Daughters of the Nile
had a great time with our 

Supreme Queen on 
October 3rd at our beautiful 

temple in Sioux City

Founding 
Member of 

Shriners 
International 

William J. 
Florence. 

Learn more 
about him on 

Page 6

Kelly Houts 
90th Birthday 

Celebration
details on 

Page 3

Rat Patrol looking sharp

Vintage Wheels article on Page 3



2  November 2018 Abu Bekr News

Abu Bekr Temple
Shriners International

Oasis of Sioux City
Desert of Iowa
820 Nebraska Street

Sioux City, Iowa 51101
Phone 712-255-7991

Fax 712-255-4113

Abu Bekr News
November 2018

Volume 68, Issue 11

Elected Divan
Larry Janssen                                 

Potentate
Todd Saunders                                      

Chief Rabban
Sheldon Menin                                     

Assistant Rabban
Wayne Rieckmann                                      

High Priest & Prophet
Michael Pickett                          

Oriental Guide
Kent W. Kolbe                                     

Treasurer
Joe Petersen, P.P.                                   

Recorder

Appointed Divan
Larry Davis                                        

1st Ceremonial Master
Richard Porter                                        

2nd Ceremonial Master
Jeff Zook                                                     

Director
Colin Ross                                         

Marshal
Gary Janssen                                         

Captain of the Guard
Dwight Dirks                                         

Outer Guard
Mark Schopke                                            

Chaplain

all materials for Abu Bekr News 
due by third Monday of 

every month to:
email: AbuBekrNews@live.com 

or: take to temple office 
or mail to: 

Abu Bekr News
PO Box 3347, Sioux City, IA 51102

and dessert areas. The meals will still be 
$8.00 PP. Mercy, - before I forget, there also 
is the Kelly’s chicken noodle soup special, 
with their secret recipe, this is served side 
by side with the chili.

While we are at it, one week after our 
feed, the WHMP will have their Annual 
Steak Fondue Nov. 10th at their WHMP 
stables on Old Hwy 141. As usual, you will 
find more of our FP’s there, than of the 
WHMP membership at our chili feed. – We 
are keeping count, - right Colin?

I finally shut my grandkids off of 
their whining when I reminded them as 
they don’t know how easy they have it. 
Remember as our kids had to walk 9 whole 
feet through deep shag carpet to change the 
TV’s channels.

Now with the month of November 
here it is election time once again, 
everywhere. Beginning with the Divan, I 
was told our dear ‘old’ Illustrious Potentate 
‘Larry ‘Spud’ Janssen’ might get dumped 
in favor of Chief Rabban ‘Todd Saunders’. 
At the same token all the units will begin 
their nominating procedures. Allow me to 
give you this advice, if you don’t want to be 
nominated to a position or commitie be 
sure to attend every meeting from now on. 
The Foot Patrol has already begun planning 
their Christmas Party for December, 
therefore keep your calendar free for more 
info in next month’s paper.

OK, - A Shrine Lady pushes her BMW 
into a gas station. She tells the mechanic 
it died. After he worked on it for several 
minutes, it was idling smoothly again. She 
speaks up, “So what’s the story on it?” He 
responds, “Just crap in the carburetor.” 
After a ten second pause she asks, - “How 
often do I have to do that?” - I apologize, it 
probably should have been a blond, but the 
devil made me do it!

Until next month, - 
Horst Zittlau, Sec/Scribe

Cycle Corps
A bit of a slow month for the Cycle 

Corps. Between summer ridding season 
and winter card dealing time we get to take 
a step back. 

The Cycle Corps is selling raffle tickets 
for Henry Shrine Tribute Edition Golden 
Boy Rifle. $10 per ticket, only 200 tickets 
will be sold. This is a very nice looking 
rifle made by Henry Rifles to honor our 
fellowship. Don't miss your chance to get in 
on the raffle, check with a member or give 
me a call 712.898.9705.

We will have election of officers at 
our November meeting on November 7th. 
Payne will be cooking up oyster stew and 
either Leland or I will be brewing up some 
chili for members to enjoy before we decide 
on who to elect for 2019. All Cycle Corps 
members are invited to attend, we will eat 
around 6:00 or so at the temple.

We do have one card dealing set up so 
far for January 26th, more details to come 
as we get nearer.

That's all for now. Sheldon should 

Potentate’s 
Message

Fall is finally here and the rain has 
finally stopped. A lot to get done before the 
weather turn, so just a short note. Thank 
you to everyone to came out to enjoy 
the Morningside Football game. A great 
tailgate by the guys beforehand. Enjoyable 
game, if you weren’t a Briar Cliff fan. 

Ceremonial is coming up in a few 
days, check out the full schedule of events 
on page 9. Hope you can make it, would be 
great to see a large crowd for the candidates.

I have been helping Todd set up his gun 
raffle for next year. There’s another great list 
of guns to given away, more details coming 
soon.

Have a Happy Thanksgiving.
Spud

Foot Patrol
‘Ahoy there’ Fellow Foot Patrollers! As 

I am attempting to compose our November 
newsy letter in early October while I am 
staring out of the window watching a lake 
forming in the driveway, I came to the 
conclusion that it may be raining outside, 
- again.

If I can properly recall where we left 
off last month of our grand events, it had 
to have been the Shrine Picnic at the RR 
museum where it was rainy, but as President 
Patrick would say ‘It still was good’.

Our next event was the annual 
breakfast held at the Gary and Orline 

Herbst Hacienda. According to Gary the 
turnout was superb as over 36 people 
showed up, with several ‘old timers’ such as 
Colleen Schroeder and even Uncle Don & 
Aunt Barb Lehmann were there. About the 
only problem that Gary encountered was 
that the air-conditioning didn’t keep up in 
the garage. The doors just wouldn’t open 
far enough. At least, I bet, that Bob Gwin 
had a good run on his famous eye openers. 
The view is always tremendous there, in 
their back yard, as one can see three states 
with the two rivers merging.

The next item on the agenda was the 
Shrine sponsored, M’side vs Briar Cliff, 
College football game. We had a tough 
time rounding up enough members to do 
the flag ceremony but it was accomplished, 
with special thanks going to Gary Herbst as 
he freighted the flags & uniform jackets to 
and fro. Thanks need to go out to the Divan 
as they managed that tail gate party very 
professionally with the brats & burgers. The 
refreshments weren’t bad either. The game 
was a blowout as M’side College blew the 
game out of sight within the first quarter. 
At halftime Potentate ‘Spud’ was presented 
the game ball, autographed by the players, 
while Neil Peck read the Shrine emblem, 
which was very moving.

Tonight I found Rich Porter feeding the 
multitude at N. Riverside lodge, or maybe 
I should have said Peggy? Yes, Peggy, the 
lasagna was great. Then as I overheard Rich 
telling others that Peggy called him ‘pretty’ 
today! But later he admitted actually the 
full statement was, ‘You’re pretty annoying’. 
But he quoted ‘I only focus on the positive 
things’. Peggy, - we understand!

I also was told that Paul Kuester went 
to the hospital for a checkup today. We 
wish him well.

By the time this paper hits your table 
we will have completed our Shrine Fall 
Ceremonial, therefore be sure to tune in on 
next month edition for the latest. We will 
review it for you step by step.

November 3rd is our Annual Foot 
Patrol Chili Feed. All the member’s ladies 
are being solicited for a couple of pies or 
cakes once again while volunteering your 
gracious services of managing the dining alfsurveying@aol.com
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be sure to not let me dish out his bowl of 
chili, there maybe a bottle of Tabasco in 
his future otherwise! I think he is skipping 
meetings just so he can get voted out as 
scribe. Don't worry Sheldon, you've got the 
office locked up.

Phil Hane, President

Animal Unit
Sioux City looks like the place to be 

the next few weeks. Officers meeting will 
be held October 26,  followed by the Fall 
Ceremony on October 27, and November 
10th it will be  holding the Scottish Rites.  
If you did not attend the last Animal Unit 
meeting those will be the upcoming events. 
The Animal Unit had their last meeting 
October 9th in Buck Grove at the Lost 
Wages. The meeting was well attended 
and the food and service once again was 
great.  The Animal Unit discussed getting 
new shirt and will be coming up with 
color, design, and printing options next 
meeting so bring your ideas with you.  We 
also discussed upcoming officers positions 
and filling these.  Several showed interest 
in filling the officers position. Do you want 
to be an officer for the Animal Unit this 
is your chance. Come to the next meeting 
and visit with us.  Next meeting will be held 
in Dunlap at the Golden Slipper. Meeting 
will be November 13th Social Hour at 6pm 
with meal and meeting to follow. Hope to 
see everyone there.

Trent Hodne

Kelly Houts 90th
Kelly Houts celebrated his 90th 

Birthday on October 16
Happy Birthday from all the Shriners. 

And all the great work you have done in 
your life. We counted over 210 persons that 
came and celebrated with our family and 
father. What a beautiful day it was.  Sun 
was shining.

Thank You all who took time out of 
your lives to enjoy my dads celebration of 
90 years. We love all of you.

Happy Birthday Dad ~Susie, Karen, 
(Jeff, Allen  both deceased), Mary, Patty, 
Kellie Ann, George ~

White Horse 
Patrol

Greeting from the White Horse 
Mounted Patrol.

Not a lot going on around the stables 
with all the horses being gone on their 
vacations. Half are at my house and half 
are at Jim Lane's house. Now I don’t know 
about the ones at Jim’s house, but the ones 
at mine have sure have been eating well 

New Year’s Season.
Vintage Wheels unit is always 

recruiting new members. If you have a 
Classic, vintage or just special-to-you type 
wheeled vehicle, we extend an invitation to 
visit with us about membership.

Larry L Finley, Scribe

Kan Duettes
We had sixteen attendees for the first 

meeting of the season on Wednesday, 
September 26th.  It was a bright and 
sunny day.  Food was good, as usual.  Past 
President Donna Loftus and I had two 
empty seats at our table which enabled 
me to taste test the lemon bars to see if 
they were as good as my Mother’s lemon 
pie.  Only thing missing was her two inch 
meringue.  My Mother was an amazing continued on next page

cook and baker... talents I did not inherit.  
If you come to my house I will see that you 
don’t starve but fancy it will not be.  If you 
want fancy you have to get invited to Mary 
and Paul Braunger’s house.  She even has 
had me eating brussel sprouts... and, liking 
them.  But, I digress...

Over the hiatus we lost Geri Behlers.  
She was a faithful member.  Once in a 
while I would have the opportunity to sit 
at her table and you could tell she was not 
feeling the best but she got around and got 
herself duded up and showed up when she 
probably would have rather been in her 
robe and her bunny slippers with the one 
eye missing, in her recliner, clicker at the 
ready.  Guess we all have days like that.  In 
any event she will be missed and we offer 

and have been getting their evening treats. 
Which means they know me by my first 
name at Fleet Farm.

The ladies are preparing to cook the 
cashews for this year so get your orders 
in. These go really fast. Also mark your 
calendars, the fall Pitchfork Fondue is 
November 10th at the clubhouse and there 
has been more improvements done their 
also.

The WHMP is also starting a 25 
gun raffle with the drawing to be held 
September of 2019. See any member to get 
a ticket and learn more about the raffle.

We have already booked a few parades 
for next year and are talking to a few others. 
Sounds like next year could be a busy year 
with parades and hosting Central States 
Shrine Horse Patrol's competition.

As this is the November news letter 
let us wish everyone a Happy and safe 
Thanksgiving.  We really hope that those 
turkeys in the Foot Patrol don’t wind up 
someone’s main course.

Till next time and Happy Trails
Rich Porter, Scribe

Vintage Wheels
Sunday, October 14.…it has been 

snowing! But, glad it melted after one half 
inch buildup. Just another last minute 
reminder to get the classic/vintage vehicle 
ready for winter. Preventive maintenance 
is so much cheaper than a major repair 
expense.

Also, today…October 14, Vintage 
Wheels member Van Phillips led a group 
of five members on a scenic tour of ‘the 
Loess Hills in the Fall’ (also a little snow) 
to Mondamin. The hill tour, apple buying, 
apple pie eating etc were a great treat for 
a pre-winter day. No word on how many 
apples were picked by this contingent of 
sojourners. But it was a great fall trip.

Our October 18 monthly meeting 
was held at the Mid America Museum 
Of Aviation & Transportation. Food - 
fellowship - museum tour & a Presentation 
on the history of aviation and ground 
transportation in the three state area 
seemed to the thirst for new knowledge for 
the evening.

Plus, we were able to see member Gary 
Schindel’s bright red roadster on display 
at the museum. Gary and brother Gregg 
are the pour owners of this little beast but 
Gregg lives in Arizona so guess who puts 
the most miles on this speedster. Our 
‘thanks’ to Gary Schindel and Don Schenk 
and their ladies setting up the meeting.

From the Vintage Wheels to you, we 
extend our sincere wishes for a ‘thanks filled 
Thanksgiving’ and a joyous Christmas and 
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Women’s 
Auxiliary

The ladies have been getting ready for 
the Ceremonial on Saturday, October 27. 
We will have a booth, with some items we 
have made, for sale. We will also be selling 
tickets for a fall basket full of different 
items.

We have been wondering if anyone 
would have a candy mold for the Shriners. 

We would like to either use it or purchase it 
to make candy for special occasions.

I would like to remind everyone to save 
your pop and beer tabs. The auxiliary sends 
them to the hospital for the wheelchair 
fund. The Ronald McDonald Houses no 
longer accepts them.

We would also like to thank everyone 
for their help and donations.

Dorothy Schulz, President

Hospital Dads
An apology before getting started. I 

started writing for the “dads” for around 
nine to ten years and have only one time 
not had an entry. Since the last issue, there 
have been many events for us that have 
taken priority over a number of issues. 
Thanks to Barb for her efforts to keeping 
me on the straight and narrow.

I have had access to events happening 
in Minneapolis, regarding the hospital 
they emphasize that the Shriner’s Hospital 
will not close. Maybe much or all of the 
information is common knowledge, but 
one thing is that just about all surgeries will 
be done at Gillette Hospital in downtown 
St. Paul. The present site will no longer have 
a cafeteria, but will be served by vending 
machines. Parking downtown will have 
some growing pains too. Often change is 
resisted and likewise can be welcomed. Till 
next month.

Fraternally & Sincerely,
Trig Olund, Scribe

continued from previous page

219 W. 7th St
Sioux City, IA 51103

712.224.2090
Executive Recruiting
877-240-1004

We’ll Help You Find Them.

We Create Solutions.
Talented Employees?Looking For

www.jleusa.com

Please consider becoming a Building Improvement 
Fund sponsor at any of these suggested levels of giving: 

SAPPHIRE DONOR
$10,000.00 to $24,9999.99

RUBY DONOR
$25,000.00 to $99,999.99

GARNET DONOR
$50.00 to $999.00

EMERALD DONOR
$1,000.00 to $9,999.99

DIAMOND DONOR $100,000.00 +
Donations entitle each giver to your name on the appropriate sponsor plaque.

Please make checks payable to:  Siouxland Masonic Center Inc.
If you would like further information, please contact:

Matt Brown, President, Siouxland Masonic Center, 820 Nebraska Street
PO Box 3347, Sioux City, lA 51102-3347

Building 
Improvement Fund

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

Next time you are at the Temple, stop in ballroom and look at the 
plaques with the names of all of our donors.

Thank You to Everyone Who Has Donated

Sheryl Brosamle declared that we should 
have a “What I Did On My Summer 
Vacation” Day.  Well, Past President 
Delores McCuddin was so enthusiastic 
about her summer trip that she swept you 
along with her.  She never thought that she 
would see again where she grew up when 
some relatives invited her to accompany 
them to the very spot.  Nice gesture.  I wish 
they could have heard her talk about it... 
they would have been really pleased. 

And, of course we know what 
President Sheryl did last summer... in 
addition to running her antique shop, that 
is.  She was “Latham Park-ing.”  They have 
an event called “Art In The Park”... have 
been doing it for sixteen years and it gets 
bigger and better each year.  And, it’s FREE 
to attend.  Of course, you have to get past 
the tasty tidbits offered by the Concession 
Stands to eat.  

There now, have you all caught up so 
you can start out fresh at the next meeting, 
which I hope you will attend.  Wednesday, 
October 24th.  Same time, same place.  It 
will get you all revved up for Halloween the 
following Wednesday, October 31st.  

Your Scribe, 
Mary Ann Davidson

Kan Duette Condolences to her family.  
And, whomever wrote the obit saw that we 
were mentioned.  Perhaps it was even Geri.  
To whomever:  Thank you.  We are the best 
kept secret in town.

Our ever efficient Treasurer, Colleen 
Bonnes, is collecting Dues now for 2019.  $ 
10.00.  Goes fast, does it not?

Opened my newspaper one morning 
last summer, as I do every morning of my 
life and there is a photo of Past President 
Dorothy Myers lending a hand at the Soup 
Kitchen.  Commendable.  I have become so 
slow at everything, by the time I  got the 
ladle to the bowl the soup would be cold.

In the absence of a speaker, President 

Sheldon Menin
General Manager

I-Go
Van & Storage Co.
3701 Southgate Dr., P.O. Box 1916
Sioux City, IA 51102

Business: 712-258-7568
Cell: 712-389-8385

Fax: 712-255-9154
Toll Free: 800-798-7568
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prove up. At least four generations in my 
family before had taken a longer form, as 
appropriate at the times.

Chuck passed away about three years 
ago. His wife and one of their daughters 
will be there tonight – and will also prepare 
our meal at Stated on 13 November. Chuck 
loved the Lodge. Chuck was really good 
at his ritual, even if he did always say 
“reputilated”. Good man! I was honored to 
do his Service and then his committal at 
the Veteran’s Cemetery by Van Meter. (That 
is most definitely a place to visit!)

Gene, excellent at leadership and 
ritual, became Secretary! Enough said. 
Each and every Past Master did service 
and made some lasting contribution to 

Kossuth Shrine 
Club 

Dr. Tom Gruis, K. Y. G. C. H., Scribe.
V O T E ! ! !
Someone who thinks he is smarter 

than he really is came up with this six-
fold alliteration for friendships and 
organizations: civility, collaboration, 
collegiality, comradery, congeniality, 
cooperation, and cordiality, presented in 
alphabetical order.

As “they” say, “Just saying.” Thoughts?
Well, Tuesday the 16th is Past Masters 

Night at Moingona #633. As this is being 
typed, keyboarded, one cake is the oven 
with three more to follow. It looks like 

we will have a pretty good turnout. Some 
Rainbow Girls are coming to help. I hope 
next year’s Master will invite the DeMolay 
young men.

I always look forward to these 
celebrations of service each year. It looks 
like eight or nine Past Masters will be here 
for it. One of them is a butcher and Greg 
always sees that we have really good steaks. 
Really good!

Another, Mike, was my mentor when 
I received my degrees in 1989. A dedicated 
Mason who demonstrated his love for the 
craft in the manner (patient) in which he 
taught me in those days of real proficiency. 
He was pleased when I opted to take 
the then being phased out long forms to 

Membership Committee 
Meeting

2nd Wednesday of Every Month
7:00 at the Elbon

the Lodge. These are the ones that came to 
mind at this time.

As age increases the positive and 
wholesome things about being thankful 
and giving thanks enlarges!

By the way – read or reread the Book 
of Amos. MANY what are now Masonic 
principles are there. It is not a comforting 
writing overall. He was also, in addition 
to being a prophet, very concerned about 
economic and social reform.

Thank people, while time remains. 
Today thinking mostly about brothers and 
friends.

Travel safe and God Bless.
Tom “Doc” Gruis

Granny’s Stitches
with Viking

3806 Floyd Blvd. 
Sioux City, IA

712-239-0457
www.grannysstitcheswithviking.com

T&W TIRE  
& RETREADING
Phone: 712.252.4055
309 Court Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

24 Hour Emergency Road Service

Shrine Hospital Trip
The Wrecking Crew would like to invite all to the 

Shrine hospital February 25th- 26th. We will spend 
a few hours at the hospital and then Mall of America 
and fellowship with Osman Shrine of Minneapolis. 

More information to come, if interested please 
contact Jeff at 898-4218.

BEVERLY
FOAM INSULATION

and COATINGS
Commercial · Residential
Asphalt Roofs · Flat Roofs

DARRELL BEVERLY
712-490-6161 · Sioux City, Iowa
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and show that we are not just “Shrine 
Mason”, but also “Blue Lodge Masons” and 
that we care as much about Masonry as we 
do “Shrinedom”.

• SMARTPHONE APPs: Using 
smartphone apps like: “SLICE”, “TICTOC” 
and “SPARKPOST” will help to enhance 
our ability to increase membership.

• 2018 ABU BEKR MEMBERSHIP 
REPORT: Show and explain the 2018 
membership report that each temple 
received from Imperial, to show how 
important it is to get off our behinds 
and start moving that chart line in an 
upward direction. Also present it to the 
membership, so they understand the 
pressing need to get to work and increase 
membership.

MEMBERSHIP is our #1 priority, but 
let’s have FUN doing it.

Sheldon J Menin, Assistant 
Rabban

Sir Knight Billy 
Florence (1831-1891)
By Sir Knight James A. Marples
One of my all time Masonic heroes 

is the late Sir Knight William J. “Billy” 
Florence, K.T. He was born in Albany, 
New York, on July 26, 1831, and he died at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on November 
19, 1891, at the young age of sixty. He 
was considered by many people to be the 
best stage actor of the mid to late 1800s. 
He could look at a script one day and 

connect, communicate and then join our 
wonderful philanthropy.

• IMRU2018 Resolution: the resolution 
signed by our Potentate. a commitment to 
make our temple an ongoing fraternity.

• RMDs (Regional Membership 
Directors): Utilizing our region’s RMDs 
to help in cultivating and encouraging our 
membership team to both first, maintain 
and then grow our membership. They are 
a great resource to utilize.

• LEGACY WALL: Install a “Legacy 
Wall” of families that are a Shrine legacy, 
which should include current and future 
members to bring sons, fathers, cousins, 
uncles, nephews, etc. into our Shrine.

• MISSION STATEMENT: Do we 
have a “mission statement”? Like all 
great organizations and companies, it’s 
important to have a mission statement, so 
you can keep focus on who you are and 
what your mission is.

• ROADMAP to SUCCESS: The use 
of the “Roadmap to Success” program. 
By using this program, we will see our 
membership number increase yearly.

• AWARDS: Implementation of 
awards to new members (under 1 year) like 
the “Rookie Noble” award and the “Master 
Rookie” award. For members belonging 
more than 1 year, a “Master Noble” award. 
These would be great incentives to keep 
members active and revitalized in our 
temple.

• LODGE AMBASSADORS: Make 
sure that we are visible in our “Blue Lodges” 

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008

Plendl
Plumbing

LLC

Rich Plendl
712-577-4747

RichPlendl@hotmail.com
Bonded/Insured/Licensed IA SD NE

• ZOOM: video conferencing whereby 
having meetings no more than 40 minutes 
long and allowing remote locations to 
take part in meetings will keep members 
engaged in our organization.

• SOCIAL MEDIA: the use of social 
media like “Facebook”. “lnstagram”, 
“Snapchat”, “Twitter”, etc .. will be seen 
by more viewers who could be able to 

Membership
Attending the 2018-2019 Membership 

Seminar “Racing into your future” gave me 
a lot more insight into what is possible to 
recruit retain, restore and revitalize our 
Shrine Temple. Some of the great ideas and 
tools that are available to use are as follows:

• FEZCAST: a new “sharing resource” 
media that can now be utilized.

DAUGHTERS of the NILE
Hathor Temple No.38 

FALL SOUP and SALAD

LUNCHEON
Monday, November 19, 2018

11:00 AM. TO 1:00 PM.

Siouxland Masonic Center
820 Nebraska Street

ONLY $8.00
           All Proceeds go to the General Fund of Hathor Temple # 38

Great Vendors For Your Shopping Pleasure:  31, Lula Roe, Mary Kay, Tupperware, 
Pampered Chef, Scentsy, Avon,  and St. Thomas Episcopal Church Toffee.

We deliver to all areas of Sioux City and Hotels and Motels. 
We offer an enjoyable family environment for any occasion!
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2320 Transit Ave
712-276-5902
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memorize it for performance (on stage) by 
the next evening. When I was younger, I 
spoke with people who had seen him act, 
and they considered him equivalent to the 
quick wit of the late Jack Benny or Johnny 
Carson. Billy Florence simply had no rivals. 

He was born William Jermyn Conlin, 
but he felt that the acting name of Billy 
Florence would be easier for the theater-
going public to remember. He was right. 
His career suddenly skyrocketed. So, how 
did he come to use the surname Florence? 
He and his actress wife toured the United 
States extensively as well as Europe, and 
they fell in love with the city of Florence, 
Italy. Thus, Billy said “Florence is it!” 
meaning that he had found his stage name. 
Years ago, I bought an old letter that Sir 
Knight Billy Florence wrote circa 1870, 

"Know Your Numbers" - Abu Bekr Membership

which I have bequeathed to a Museum. It 
has his own distinctive letterhead, bearing 
an image of a bluish green colored tree, and 
below it is a banner which reads “florens.” 

It was approximately that same year 
(1870) that Billy Florence frequented the 
old Knickbocker Cottage in New York 
City. During those post Civil War days, 
there was a fad called “The Thirteen Craze.” 
Everything with the number thirteen 
was deemed lucky as a throwback to the 
original thirteen Colonies. At precisely 
12:13 P.M. in the afternoon, various 
Freemasons met to eat lunch. Among them, 
was Billy Florence’s best friend, Masonic 
Brother and Dr. Walter Millard Fleming, 
M.D., who was soon to get his advanced 
degrees in both the Scottish Rite and the 

York Rite; the renowned Masonic ritualist 
Sir Knight Charles T. McClenachan, K.T. 
and a 33º; the restaurant operator Sir 
Knight William Patterson, K.T.; the grand 
secretary of Masons in New York; and Sir 
Knight Edward M. L. Ehlers, K.T. and a 
33º. Significantly, Right Worshipful Ehlers 
was a past commander of Columbian 
Commandery in New York City, the 
oldest Commandery in the state, and he, 
along with Billy Florence, persuaded Dr. 
Fleming to assume the office of eminent 
commander of Columbian Commandery 
1, soon after he was initiated. Fleming did 
so and recalled in a letter to the Grand 
Commandery that he was determined to 
“rescue the oldest Commandery in the 
state” and to “resuscitate Columbian.” 

Fleming himself stated that he assumed all 
the monetary and financial requirements 
to equip Columbian Commandery with 
authentic chain mail, leggings, spears, 
and even a special silver service to make 
that interesting a part of the ritual more 
attractive so that Columbian would 
become the acknowledged leader of 
Commanderies, as it once was. 

William J. Florence joined Masonry 
while a young comedian and actor. He 
petitioned Mount Moriah Masonic 
Lodge in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
became a Master Mason on November 22, 
1853. He received the York Rite degree of 
Most Excellent Master on June 10, 1854, 
and was exalted a Royal Arch Mason in 
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TRANSPORTATION FUND DONATIONS
From September 18, 2018 to 

October 15, 2018

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund or the Building Improvement Fund. You may write only one check if you would 
like to honor more than one individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr. 

Mail to: Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of            Building Improvement Fund

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

If you would like to be on an email list to be notified 
of any Black Camels – please Email your request to 

barbc@abubekr.com with 
“Notify of Black Camels” in the subject line.

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	Floyd Lodge #537

◊	Students of Self Defense 

Class

MEMORIALS
◊	Kathy Batcheller

John & Karmon Amsler

◊	Geraldine Behlers
Kan-Duettes

◊	Tim Holmer
Dale & Helen Sturgeon

McClenanchan envisioned Billy Florence 
becoming an Ambassador of good will for 
the Scottish Rite. Beyond lending use of 
his popular name, no further actions are 
noted. 

It was also that year that Sir Knight 
Billy Florence and soon to be Sir Knight 
Walter Fleming discussed plans for an 
offshoot fraternity which was designed 
to be “an ally of Freemasonry,” but 
would also be “the Mason’s Playground” 
whereby Brother Masons could enjoy 
fun and carefree fellowship, without the 
strict formalities of regimented ritualistic 
renditions. Sir Knight Billy Florence told 
Fleming of his trip to Morocco as well as 
his trip to Marseilles, France, where he 
was welcomed by “one of the gentlemanly 
bankers knowing me to be a Mason” to a 
costume party in which the guests were 
initiated into a quasi secret society known 
as Bokkara Shrine. There is a lot of debate, 
even among Shrine scholars today, as to 

Abu Bekr email accounts
divan@abubekr.com - entire Divan

potentate@abubekr.com - Larry Janssen
chiefrabban@abubekr.com - Todd Saunders

assistantrabban@abubekr.com - Sheldon Menin
highpriest@abubekr.com - Wayne Rieckmann

orientalguide@abubekr.com - Mike Pickett
treasurer@abubekr.com - Kent Kolbe

recorder@abubekr.com - Joe Petersen, P.P.
marshal@abubekr.com - Colin Ross

provostmarshal@abubekr.com - Mike Pickett
buildingmgr@abubekr.com - Rick Belding - Building Manager

membership@abubekr.com - all unit reps
kellyk@abubekr.com - Kelly Kubly (office)

barbc@abubekr.com - Barb Cramer (office)

continued from previous page

◊	Donna Knecht
Sahib Unit

◊	 Jean Pappadackis
Alan & Jan Jensen
Sahib Unit

◊	Vera Rapp
Dale & Helen Sturgeon

Black Camels
◊	Maurice G. Getting

◊	Ted R. Hoover, Jr.

Business Cards
Logos

Letterhead
Posters
Envelopes

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

Zerubabbel Chapter 162 of Royal Arch 
Masons in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The 
records show that “William J. Florence, age 
twenty-five, actor, Lodge 155 Pennsylvania 
petitioned Pittsburgh Commandery 1 
of Knights Templar on June 13, 1854. He 
received The Order of the Red Cross, the 
Temple, and Order of Malta on that same 
date and classified as a sojourner.” 

It was Illustrious Brother and Sir 
Knight Charles T. McClenachan, 33º and 
a Knight Templar, who proposed that 
Billy Florence be admitted to Brooklyn, 
New York’s Aurora Grata Consistory of 
the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry. The degrees were conferred 
by communication, by McClenanchan and 
other assisting Brethren, on Billy Florence 
after the payment of $55.00 for the degrees 
at the actor’s residence at the Metropolitan 
Hotel in 1867, with the notation that 
the actor was about to travel abroad. 

SAHIB UNIT
JEWELRY SALES

*CAR EMBLEMS *FEZ CASES
*LAPEL PINS *TASSEL HOLDERS

AND MORE!
Contact Don Gray

605-356-2243
Shipping Available
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whether this really transpired. However, 
even the third imperial potentate after Sir 
Knights Walter Fleming and Sam Briggs, 
Sir Knight William Bromwell Melish, past 
grand master of the Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templar of the United States who 
was known as a straight shooter, having a 
no-nonsense personality, also endorsed the 
validity of the Mystic Shrine as originating 
from abroad. Sir Knight Melish stated that 
he never doubted the “antiquity of the 
mystic rites” of the Mystic Shrine. 

Billy Florence was born to an Irish 
American immigrant family, so it is no 
surprise that he was of the Roman Catholic 
faith. Although Catholics who are Masons 
are not unheard of, Wolfgang Mozart and 
White House architect, James Hoban, 
being prime examples of Masons who were 
Roman Catholics, it was a bit of a rarity 
then. 

One reason I admire the legacy of 
Sir Knight Billy Florence is because he 
interjected humanity along with his great 
sense of humor into his day to day life. 
Furthermore, he didn’t let his celebrity 
status go to his head. 

Almost on a yearly basis, Billy 
Florence would go on salmon fishing trips 
with a friend of his, the Reverend Father 
McDowell of St. Agnes Church in New 
York City. As a token of his esteem, Billy 
Florence presented the Church with a lamp 
he had obtained from the Shrine of St. 
Agnes in Rome, Italy. Additionally, he and 
Mrs. Florence had been major benefactors 
to the Church and helped keep its existence 
going strong. 

It was said of Billy Florence that 
“whenever he heard the gong of an 
ambulance, he always said a prayer for the 
unfortunate soul who had been killed or 
injured.” 

When Billy Florence developed a 
sudden illness while still on his performing 
circuit and suddenly died on November 19, 
1891, his wife’s sister requested a Roman 
Catholic funeral, which was agreed to by 
Billy Florence’s wife, and it was held in that 
same St. Agnes Church. Among the floral 
pieces near the Altar were floral wreaths, 
one from the Order of the Mystic Shrine 
and the other, from the Actors’ Order of 
Friendship. Both floral pieces contained 

the Masonic Square and Compasses. The 
priest of St. Agnes parish took a vacillating 
attitude by saying that Masons would not 
be allowed at the funeral mass if they wore 
aprons or uniforms but would be allowed 
if they simply appeared as individuals in 
mourning attire. Billy Florence was buried 
in Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn, 
New York. Over his grave plot, which 
he purchased himself, is a monument 
declaring that he was a co-founder of the 
Mystic Shrine for North America. 

It was Billy Florence who traveled 
to Cleveland, Ohio, to perform a one 
man show when he obligated Sir Knight 
Sam Briggs into the Shrine in 1876. Sam 
Briggs became a Templar in Oriental 
Commandery and later became eminent 
commander of Holyrood Commandery 

in Cleveland, Ohio. Briggs ultimately 
became the second imperial potentate 
of the Imperial Council of the Shrine. 
Although Briggs wielded enormous power 
over Shrine Centers that extended across 
the United States and Canada, he always 
showed an undying gratitude to Billy 
Florence for his accomplishments. 

At a private eulogy, Sir Knight Briggs 
said: “Kings, statesmen, journalists, 
financiers all courted the genial Billy. 
Nobody was the worse for knowing him, 
and, ah, the good dinners he ate, the good 
wine he drank, the good stories he told, 
and the good deeds he performed! Billy 
Florence was an accessory to the existence 
of this order of the Mystic Shriners, 
which will stand as a lasting monument, 

continued on next page
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Abu Bekr Shrine Ceremonial
Saturday, October 27, 2018

Candidate's Schedule
12:30pm- 12:45pm New members assemble
1:00pm  Stated Meeting- Divan Meeting Room
 New Candidate & Lady Shrine Orientation- 2nd Floor Lodge 
1:05pm - 1:45pm Shrine History, Shrine Hospitals, Abu Bekr Leadership,
 Scottish Rite, York Rite, and Ladies Auxiliary
1:50pm- 2:50pm Third Section with Ritualistic Divan - Auditorium
3:15pm - 4:00pm Second Section with Abu Bekr Wrecking Crew - Auditorium
4:00pm Units Line-up in Second Floor Hallway outside Auditorium
4:15pm- 5:15pm Units on the Floor: Ladies to the Shrine Auditorium
 Introduction of Divan;
 Ceremonial Honoree, Ill. Sir Joe L. Petersen
 Necrology Service - Noble Neil Peck and Abu Bekr Sahibs;
 50 year, 60 year & Crutch Pin Presentations
 Introductions of Candidates and Ladies
 Fez Ceremony - Fez Lecture

Lady's Program
12:30pm- 1:00pm Welcome for New Candidate's Ladies - Red Room 1st Floor
1:05pm- 1 :45pm New Candidate & Lady Orientation - 2nd Floor Lodge Room
1:50pm-4:15pm Murder Mystery - Ladies bring a Derby Hat
4:15pm- 5:15pm Ladies to the Shrine Auditorium

5:15pm-?? Hospitality - 
 Complimentary hors d'oeuvres 
 in Ballroom
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special Masonic events. However, Florence 
and Fleming wanted a slight departure 
from Victorian stuffiness by reintroducing 
the custom in purely Shrine Banquets, 
reviving the festive board concept of the 
bygone days of Colonial Masonry by having 
good food and the prudent use of the finest 
of wines, whiskeys, and spirits, usually in a 
setting where men wore tuxedos with red 
fez, and their ladies wore long beautiful 
gowns. Such Shrine banquets became 
enormously popular, since they sometimes 
but not always included the wives. 

It shouldn’t be said that The Shrine 
was developed as a “drinking man’s 
organization.” It wasn’t designed solely for 
indulging. It was designed for wholesome 
fun and fellowship, often nicknamed 
“The Sunshine of Masonry.” I enjoy the 

beashrinernow.com

exemplary of his very life!” 
Both William J. Florence and Dr. 

Walter M. Fleming envisioned an order 
which would be an anchor to both of the 
two major Masonic rites, the York Rite and 
the Scottish Rite. Fleming devoted more 
energy, becoming a past commander of 
Columbian Commandery 1 of New York 
City, and in 1872, he was elevated to the 33º 
by the Northern Jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Rite. Both men and their eleven cohorts 
sat around that table in Knickerbocker 
Cottage and devised an order whereby 
good and trusted men, bound together by 
the most solemn of Masonic vows, could 
enjoy friendship and relaxation. 

Banquets had always been common at 

continued from previous page friendships, camaraderie, and charity of 
the Shriner’s Hospitals for Children, later 
established in 1922 as my main reasons 
for joining the Shrine. When I was a boy, 
I saw the big smile on my dad’s face when 
he greeted another Shriner at a Shrine 
Circus in 1966. Our family always attended 
Shriners’ parades and enjoyed the musical 
performances of the Shrine Concert 
Band. Sir Knight Melish had a motto 
which is correctly ascribed to him but was 
actually inspired by Billy Florence, which 
reads, “Pleasure without intemperance, 
hospitality without rudeness, and jollity 
without coarseness should here prevail 
among all.” Billy Florence was an actor by 
trade, and performing degree work requires 
a certain amount of dramatic acting ability, 
either in conferring a Masonic Degree or 
Shrine Ceremonial with the “fullness of 
emotion” that it deserves. In many ways, 
Billy Florence’s acting expertise made the 
rites grow stronger as well as the Shrine. 
Proper costuming and paraphernalia were 
utilized to give candidates an “authentic 
feel” that they were stepping back in time 
and participating in mystic rites that had 
unchanging “landmarks” dating back to 
antiquity. Long lasting bonds of friendship 
and pilgrimages to distant locales made the 
Shrine skyrocket in membership in the late 
1800s and early to the mid 1900s. It had 
become what Billy Florence intended, an 
ally of Craft Masonry as well as an ally of 
Commanderies and Consistories. 

That is largely the legacy of Sir Knight 
Billy Florence, K.T. Ironically, at the 
time of his death, Billy was entertaining 
audiences with a fellow actor (and fellow 
Mason) Joseph Jefferson, who did a “toast” 
improvising an old Irish Blessing: “Here’s 
to your health and families, and may they 
live long and prosper.” That toast was 

slightly adapted by the writers of the “Star 
Trek” television show in which the late 
actor, Leonard Nimoy, who portrayed the 
fictional alien Mr. Spock would do his hand 
gesture and utter the words: “May You Live 
Long And Prosper.” 

Sir Knight Billy Florence influenced 
and inspired his friends, his Masonic 
Brothers, his fellow actors, and his 
colleagues in his vast array of interests, 
which included waves of new members 
inducted as Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
Unfortunately, in the year 2000, the 
prerequisite of membership in the Rites for 
Shrine membership was dropped. I often 
wonder what Sir Knight Billy Florence 
would think. Chances are, he would feel it 
being akin to a four act play being reduced 
to a two act play. However, although the 
prerequisites may not be listed on paper 
anymore, I am confident that Billy Florence 
would remind and encourage all Masons 
that they can still join both Masonic Rites 
as a voluntary action without coercion, 
without it being a carrot and stick type 
of inducement. The one element Billy 
Florence would probably emphasize is 
publicity. We must make certain that good, 
worthy, eligible men are aware that they are 
welcome to join us. 

Indeed, Billy Florence’s inspiration 
lives on today. We are blessed that he was 
a dedicated Knight Templar who greeted 
Templars and Shriners in that capacity 
during his shows. It is confirmed that he 
attended Masonic and Shrine functions at 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, New York City, 
Rochester, Cleveland, Detroit, and perhaps 
other places. 

He was a Mason who wasn’t afraid to 
show it.

reprinted from ‘Knight Templar’ 
magazine, October 2018
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Calendar of Events
December 2018

1 Hospital Kids Christmas Party
Aides & Office Christmas Part

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15 Divan Christmas Party

16 Past Potentate's Brunch

17 Abu Bekr News Deadline

18

19

20

21 first day of winter

22

23

24

25 Merry Christmas

26

27

28

29

30

31 New Year's Eve

November 2018
1

2

3 Foot Patrol Chili Feed

4 Daylight Savings Ends

5

6 Election Day

7

8

9

10 White Horse Pitchfork Fondue

11 Veterans Day

12

13

14

15 Abu Bekr News Deadline (Early for Thanksgiving)

16

17

18

19

20

21

22 Thanksgiving Day

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
31

If you have an event coming up for your 
Shrine Unit, Lodge or any Masonic Body be sure to send it to 
AbuBekrNews@live.com. Include all the particulars -- who, 

what, where, when -- and we will list for everyone to see.
gray boxes denote Monday

ScottiSh Rite

ScottiSh Rite



+

STEP 1

STEP 2 STEP 3

+ =

CREATE YOUR 
OWNJewelry

WWW.MI-MONEDA.COM

Thorpe & Co-11x11.25 inch.indd   2 03-01-17   11:36


