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The Temple movement in Lake Park 
was a huge hit and seemed to me to be a 
great oasis enjoyed by all. I had the pleasure 
of riding with the White Horse Patrol on 
top of Angel. With some coaching from 
Jim Lane I managed to finish the parade 
and even the long journey through 
neighborhoods in town all the way back to 
the trailer. I am not saying that Rich Porter’s 
jacket was too big, but I did have a little 
extra room when I put it on. Overall, the 
parade was well received and appreciated 
by the community. 

Remember to come out to the 
Morningside game tailgate on September 
9. Please bring your fez, game tickets and 
some friends. We will start at 11:00 am and 
finish up in time to go into the game. There 
will not be any units riding into the game 
this year per the Morningside College 
office. There is going to be a post game 
party at Morningside College President 
John Reynders home on Old Lakeport 
Road right after the game. If you have been 
to this before you know it is top notch hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks for a couple of hours. 
Please RSVP to Barb in the Shrine office if 
you plan to go. 

The Spencer Shrine units will be 
hosting the Disability Awareness Day at 
the Clay County Fair on September 13th. 
The Divan will come up and help serve the 
700 plus lunches. If you would like to help 
out in one of the booths at the fair, please 
contact Larry Davis and let him know you 
can help. They need people daily in one 
of the two Shrine stands. The units in the 
Spencer area work very hard to make this a 
special day and it is an honor for the Divan 
to come up and participate in any way we 
can. 

Last of all, I would ask each of you to go 
on the Shrine site and get familiar with the 
new referral program, I M R U. You need to 
have your shrine membership number to 
refer a good man to become a member of 
the world’s largest fraternity. It is very easy 
and your referral will make a difference. 

Fraternally yours, 
Kelly Conolly, Potentate

Oriental Band
It is September and with it the weather 

begins it progression into fall with cooler 
temperatures and shorter days. The 
parading season will soon draw to a close 
for another year, but that does not mean 
that the band will go into hibernation. 
Quite the contrary, we will continue to have 
our Monthly business meeting and practice 
on the first Wednesday of the month and 
additional practice dates as necessary in 
order to be ready for Ceremonial and to 
prepare for next year.

On July 19th we participated in the 
River-Cade Parade, Which was a Temple 
Movement this year. It was a hot evening, 
however still a fun event with the large 
crowd of spectators grooving to our unique 
music. Following the parade, there was an 
Oasis at the Temple that provided cool air 
conditioning and beverages, good food and 
plenty of fun and fellowship.

On Thursday, August 3rd we 
participated in the Dakota/Thurston 
County Fair Parade in South Sioux City, 
Nebraska. Again a fun evening with the 
large groups of spectators enjoying our 
performance and cheering us on as we 
went along the parade route. Following the 
parade, there was an Oasis at the residence 
of Colin Ross that provided cold beverages, 
good food, and plenty of fellowship. A big 
thank you goes out to all who was involved 
in putting together that great event.

On Saturday, August 26th we 
participated in the Temple Movement at 
Vail, Iowa. I will have more on this event in 
an upcoming issue of the Abu Bekr News.

The Oriental Band will be holding 
a fundraiser on Wednesday, September 
27th at the Temple. This will be a cookout 
parking lot party format and will take the 
place of Burger Night that evening. Stay 
tuned to your email and Abu Bekr News 
for further details.

Until next time,
Christopher L. Twiford, 

Scribe

Chaplain’s 
Message

It is almost the end of the parade 
season and time for MSA and CSSA. In my 
13 years as Shrine Chaplain it is about this 
time of year that I hear some grumbling 
from the Nobility about communication. 
I believe that communication begins with 
each one of us and not just a few. I found 
this article written by an unknown author 
and thought it would be helpful for each of 
us to read it and perhaps share it at your 
next unit meeting.

Secrets for successful communication
Everything we do in life requires 

communication with others. Success often 
hinges on how well we understand others 
and how well they can understand us. The 
greatest idea in the world is nothing until it 
is shared and developed. 

1. Check your motive

Potentate's 
Message

Dear nobles, ladies, family and friends, 
I can’t thank the nobles and their ladies for 
all of the hard work that they have done to 
make the events of Abu Bekr a huge success. 
Whether you have worked the events or 
just attended, thank you for participating. 
I thank the Wrecking Crew, Dwight and Jo 
Dirks, Clowns, White Horse, Foot Patrol 
and Fred Wells for setting a new standard 
for picnics. I have heard many positive 
comments about the Railroad Museum and 
how impressive it was to be there. It was 
very cool seeing all of the model trains and 
all of the railroad history in one location. 

MSA was a fun time for everyone who 
went. It was good to see our counterparts 
and to see all of our friends from the region. 
In attendance were the Imperial Potentate 
Gary Bergenske, Imperial Assistant Rabban 
Jeff Sowder and Imperial High Priest and 
Prophet Jim Smith. Even though it rained 
most of Friday early, it cleared off just in 
time to have a parade. We had the Shrine 
van in the parade and Larry Davis brought 
his convertible so he and I could ride in 
style. 

219 W. 7th St
Sioux City, IA 51103
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Ask yourself, ‘What is my motive for 
saying or writing this?’ If your motive isn’t 
positive or productive, you cannot expect a 
positive or productive response.

2. Get to the point
If you cannot summarize your message 

in 60 seconds, you may not understand it 
well enough to communicate it in more 
detail.

3. Stick to the point
Make it clear where you are going 

with your communication and stay with it. 
People do not like to be kept in the dark 
unless it’s a mystery movie.

4. Remember that your body speaks 
volumes.

Up to ninety percent of communication 
is visual. When you speak, your listeners 
are watching to be sure that your facial and 
body clues match what you are saying.

5. Check your tone
The written word, in particular, is 

often much more harsh than intended. Let 
important written messages sit for a day 
before you send them and read them for 
tone as well as content.

6. Say what you mean and mean what 
you say

People, while trusting by nature, are 
very perceptive and can find any hint of 
insincerity or lack of credibility.

7. Listen first for understanding
To listen effectively you must care for 

those you’re listening to:
Concentrate - focus on the speaker. 

Acknowledge - through body language, 
nod your head occasionally or say uh-huh. 
Respond - ask questions for clarification 
and interest. Empathize - share in their 
emotions and feelings.

8. Practice, practice, practice
Writing and speaking, as arts, improve 

with study and practice.
9. Get help with tough communications
Bounce your ideas off friends and/or 

associates. They can provide a clarifying 
perspective for you.

10. Simplicity is better
Don’t hide behind phrasing. Complex, 

wordy communications may leave 
understanding behind in an alphabetical 
dust. Choose clarification over obfuscation.

Author Unknown

Does the left hand know what the 
right hand is doing? COMMUNICATE, 
COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE! 
We have no secrets.

Neil L. Peck, Chaplain

Cornhuskers
The Cornhuskers made their annual 

trip to Yankton for the Riverboat Days 
parade. We had a good turnout as did 
Yankton. It is a long parade route and 
again it was lined with people. It makes 
one wonder where they all come from. We 
appreciated the welcoming attitude and the 
great hospitality we received. Yankton is a 
fun place to parade!

We also found great hospitality at 
Noble David and lady Kaki Ley’s home on 
the lake after the parade was over. Good 
food and drinks, good fellowship, and a 
fun boat ride. Thank you David and Kaki 
for the fun spot to relax after the parade.

Pictured on the front are the cars and 
drivers at Yankton. It was amazing that 
they were able to line them up so nicely. 
The cornhusker ladies suggested that there 
may be hope for us after all these years of 
performing!

Who said Shriners don’t have fun?
Tom Gustafson, Scribe

White Horse 
Patrol

Greetings from the White Horse 
Mounted Patrol

It’s been a very eventful month, the 
Patrol found itself riding in the Rivercade 
Parade. As it started out as a very hot 
evening we where very thankful for the 
clouds that rolled in and cooled things 
down. All in all it was a fantastic parade 
and the oasis afterwards was great. Next 
found the patrol in Sanborn Iowa to ride in 
their towns celebration. The day started out 
so nice, finally a cooker day a little overcast 
but a very nice day. The horses were 
enjoying it very much. As the guys were 
getting the horses ready one of our ladies, 
who I promised would remain nameless, 
was scooping up some of the “exhaust” the 
horses leave behind. She so proud of herself 

for being able to scoop like a true country 
girl and got it all in one scoop. Then she 
went to the trailer to fling it in the back 
and found out that scooping was the easy 
part, and got our Capt. Neal Anthony with 
the exhaust as he was bent over getting 
Demand ready to parade. What a shitty 
way to start the day. (See honey I told you I 
wouldn’t give out your name).

Now for a little serious talk about the 
parade in Sanborn. We all have our own 
thing we do in parades and we have all had 
our problems in parades. Each and every 
unit that parades are spectacular, but when 
it comes to motorized units and the Horse 
Patrol there is a much higher risk to the 
operators and the riders. We on horse back continued on next page

usually like to stay away from the motorized 
units, not because we don’t like them but 
because our horse power has ears and eyes. 
As big as they are they do get scared. That 
was never more apparent then in Sanborn. 
When our buggy team, who leads the unit 
down the parade route, turned the corner 
onto main street, a vender in a trailer 
painted in very loud colors threw the door 
open just 10 feet from the team. That scared 
the one horse and when he jumped he hit 
the other horse and startled that one. If 
it would not have been for Dan Albert, 
the buggy driver who has driven teams of 
horse for a  lot of years, we could have had 
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some very serious injuries or worse. Dan 
says it was the minister (Neil Peck) riding 
with him, but Dan put himself in harm's 
way. He jumped out of the buggy and 
grabbed the first horse's front leg to keep 
him from raring up any more and coming 
down on the other horse. People along the 
parade route jumped in, along with rider 
Steve Albert, to get the horses untangled 
and unhooked from the buggy. Dan, in my 
book, it was mostly you who kept this from 
being a really bad day. We all said a little 
prayer that day. I guess what I want to say  
is, that if you have never been on a horse or 
around a horse this may be why we usually 
do our unloading away from all the loud 
and colorful parade entries.

The Scotty “O” Open is history and 
it was a great success again thanks to Jim 
Lane and his partner Nelly. On a very busy 
golfing weekend we still had 48 golfers on 
the course who appeared to have a good 
time. Thank you to everyone who attended. 

Today was the Shrine picnic and for 
the first time in a very long time we took 
a couple of horses to give rides to the kids 
and kids at heart. It appears to have been 
a success and it couldn’t have been held at 
a more beautiful place then the railroad 
museum. Great call ILL. SR. Kelly. I would 
like to send a special thanks to Denny and 
Sharon Dorr for all their help with our mini 
horse Logan and to Ben Nordstrom for his 
help with Angel. Maybe next year we will 

bring more horses and get more guys to 
help with giving rides. Thank you all so 
very much.

Till next time and Happy Trails.
Rich Porter, Scribe

Hospital Dads
Last month Horst Zittlau and I had a 

trip to the Minneapolis Shriners Hospital. 
Newsworthy? Maybe. For one thing, due 
to an oversight, we thought we might have 
had to spend the night in a dumpster, but 
good fortune prevailed, and we were taken 
care of. A longer than usual checkup as it 
was for pre-surgery in three weeks. Horst 
and I went to the cafeteria for lunch. So far, 
so good. While there, we saw several ladies 
and children come in. I noticed a boy may 
five or six years old with no right arm, 
and on the left side a shorter than normal 
arm with several deformed fingers. Then 
several more ladies and children came in, 
and a little girl, maybe three or four years 
old, had no right arm either and also had 
a deformed left arm with some misshapen 
fingers. I have seen many kids through 
the years with missing or deformed 
limbs, but not two of the same at the same 
time. I thought “Lord, forgive me when I 
complain.”

Later, the mother of the little girl was 
at one of the admitting stations checking 
in, and the little girl, very cute, started 
dancing!

I am rather critical when I hear “hero” 
and “friend” used too loosely. We have 

icons and idols which to me are much 
more accurate. I will add the following as 
an example.

Label him “too stupid to learn”, and 
you have a Thomas Edison. Make him a 
“hopeless alcoholic” and you have a Bill 
Wilson, founder of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
Tell her she’s too old to start painting at 80, 
and you have a Grandma Moses. Include 
a smiling Max Cleland who lost both legs 
and an arm in Vietnam and you have the 
head of the VA and Senator from Georgia. 
Call him dull and hopeless and flunk him 
in the sixth grade and you have a Winston 
Churchill. Tell a boy who loves to sketch 
and draw that he has no talent and you have 
a Walt Disney. Take a crippled child whose 
only home he ever knew was an orphanage, 
and you have a James E. West, who became 
the first Chief Executive of the Boy Scouts 
of America.

Is there a similarity between these 
people and the thousands of patients 
treated in the past and present? Attitude? 
Yes. When you hear a young boy shout, 
“I’m going to walk! I’m going to walk!!” Do 
they set a standard for acceptance? They 
sure do for me!

I have a book I browse through once 
in a while, and it’s titled “Random Acts 
of Kindness”. On the last trip I’m writing 
about, we made a gas/pit stop at Mankato. 
As we pulled up to the pumps, I noticed a 
school bus in the parking lot. They must 
have had the same idea as there was quite 
a line for the three cashiers. My turn came 
and as I took my wallet out, my cashier 
told me mine was free. I told him I had 
a cappuccino and I was ready to pay. His 
response was, “You had to wait!” A random 
act of kindness? I’d say so.

Maybe what I write is more significant 
to me than the readers, but at any rate, 
thank you. I hope I’ve connected with the 
mission of the Hospital Dads and Shrine, 
and anyone else in this issue. Let me finish 
this way.

Many people will walk in and out of 
your life, but only true friends will leave 
footprints in your heart. Eleanor Roosevelt

Fraternally & Sincerely,
Trig Olund, Scribe

Abu Bekr 
Women’s 
Auxiliary

Hope everyone is enjoying the 
summer with vacations and spending time 
with family.

We would like to thank everyone for 
their donations. We received a very nice 
“Thank you” from the hospital. The Toy 
Chairman and the Chairman of the Sewing 
and Quilt room was very pleased.

We would like to give thanks to our 
drivers Horst Zittlau, Trig Olund, Dave 
Burcham and Leon Bruns for taking the 
boxes to the hospital.

We would like to thank The LeMars 
Toy Store for their donations of toys that 
will be going up soon

With the winter months just around 
the corner, the hospital will be in need of 
hats, gloves, scarfs, and fleece blankets for 
the kids.

Remember, our hearts must be in the 
challenging opportunity to touch the lives 
of the children.

Dorothy Schulz, President

Rat Patrol
Its getting to be that time of the year 

where the parades slow down and the focus 
shifts to competition. The Rat Patrol has 
been busy practicing for the upcoming 
competition in Overland Park, Kansas. Fine 
tuning the ever famous award winning Rat 
Patrol Routine.  Putting in long hours of 
building a machine or polishing up that held 
to higher standards FL250 Honda Odyssey.  
One has to admire and commend the guys 
for all their hard work in preparation of 
their fine tuned machines and our ladies 
who have to put up with us while we put 
in the long hours and late practices.  So if 
you can’t be there September 1st to cheer 
us on, keep us in your thoughts and LETS 
BRING BACK SOME MORE METAL. But 
lets not forget the parades to come. Its been 
a summer of fun, laughs, and great times 
for the 8th wonder of the world.  This year's 
chapter on parading hasn’t come to a close 
just yet, Vail Iowa, Watermelon Days, more 

continued from previous page
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fun times right around the corner.  Zipping 
up and down the streets leaving the crowd 
in awe and smiles.  

May you never run out of gas or think 
you ran out of gas (accidentally hit the kill 
switch) or be so strong you pull the rope 
right out of the recoil (right Ben). May the 
machine of life run ever so smoothly.  

And let’s not forget it's back to school 
time and most importantly it’s football 
season.  So have a great school year and an 
even better football season. Wether it be 
The Red and White or the Black and Yellow 
have fun, be safe and it’s always more fun 
with the Rats. 

Props to all the Teachers, Paras and 
helpers returning back to school. Wishing 
you all a great school year.

May the luck of Sir Yaugger be with 
you. Or not. 

Thank a Vet and those in Law 
enforcement.

Scribe Rob Maise

Golf Club
To all golfers: We are having a four 

man scramble @ Covington Links golf 
course on September 17th with a 12 noon 
starting time. Cost is 50.00 per person with 
lunch and prizes. Cart is included in price. 
Register with the Potentate ILL. SIR . Kelly 
Conolly @ kelly@jleusa.com or call 712-
204-1335. Also you may call 712- 255-7991 
and ask for our Recorder Bill Pelchat for 
further info. Lets go out and have some fun.

Golf Secretary Gary Herbst

Cycle Escorts
Thank you to everyone that 

participated in the Cycle Escort’s Poker 
Run. Special Thanks to Jeff ’s Bar Too in 
Moville for hosting it. The lucky winner of 
the Poker Run was our own High Priest & 
Prophet Sheldon Menin. Next year’s poker 
run will be July 21, so be sure to mark it on 
your calendar! More information to come 
after the start of the New Year!

Gale Heyer, President

Foot Patrol
Greetings from the Foot Patrol to all, 

as we kind of got a teaser of slightly cooler 
weather and minuscule moisture. The only 
consolation was that it really cut back on 
my mowing duties. At the same time our 
Shrine activities quadrupled during the 
month of August.

First of all I must share my last 
Minneapolis trip that I got to take with 
the Hospital Dad’s celebrity co-driver 

Trig Olund. The trip down was rather 
uneventful as we delivered our patient and 
a variety of Women Auxiliary packages. 
On the way back I took my turn behind 
the wheel first. Once we got into Mankato 
to fuel up Trig got behind the wheel where 
he didn’t have a chance to go a mile as the 
clouds burst open and the rain came down 
in buckets, sheets, cats & dogs, you name 
it. We could barely see ten feet ahead of us 
and just crept ahead going 35 to 45 mph. 
He must have had some of Moses’ blood in 
him as the sheets of water just kept coming 
down on us. Trig must have driven over 
fifty miles under these conditions before 
the rain slowly let up. I have to say that 
his 21 years of driving must have paid off 
in just this one trip. We need to get him a 
“Super Hero” badge. Ata Boy Trig.

At the same time as we were coming 
back where our temperature was in the 
mid 60s and while the Rivercade Parade 
was going on here the temperatures were in 
the upper 90s. Captain Roger decided that 
the hoofing might be a little bit too much 
on the fellow Patrollers and therefor they 
decided to ride the hospital float passing 
out cozies.

A few days later we had the Dakota 
County parade in South Sioux City. The 
temperature was just a smidgen on the cool 
side even though I still worked up a sweat. 
Patrick Jensen had the honors of doing the 
drumming for us. But Patrick you better be 
careful, you know that you can be replaced 
by your kids. As usual we did a lot of sticky 
finger high fives with the kids along the 
parade route. Colin Ross had his back yard 
oasis prepared for us once again. We had 
a great feast as usual. Bernie came up with 
an unusual method of preparing his sweet 
corn by placing his corn in a cooler, pour 
hot water into the cooler, shut the lid for a 
short length of time, then he had us dip the 
ear of corn in the butter that was poured 
onto a sheet cake pan. Everyone that had 
the corn will vouch it was the best ever. 
Thanks go out to Colin and Company for 
another very successful oasis experience.

We next headed out to sponsor the 
Iowa Shrine Football Game. Chief Aid and 
Foot Patrol President Dwight Dirks had 
his work cut out for him as we attempted 
to keep the munchies and refreshments 
flowing. At game time the Foot Patrol 
presented the flags in full glory, while 
Patrick Jensen’s son, Micah, being chosen 
Abu Bekr’s King, gave his most impressive 
speech. Way to go Micah!

With everything said and done our 

hospitality room had a 5 star rating as 
everyone  raved about it. Therefore Dwight, 
-job well done. Three Foot Patrollers 
represented the unit at the Lake Park 
Parade. President Dwight brought and 
drove the golf cart with Fast Eddie and 
yours truly hanging on for dear life.

We had a slight mishap as we had an 
extremely low tire and were limping along. 
(Of course it was on President Dwight and 
Fast Eddies side.) We were able to find a Gas 
station to get the tire back to normal as we 
proceeded back onto the parade route and 
did our high fives all the way. We need to 
compliment the town of Lake Park as they 
really gave us the red carpet treatment all 
the way. Their oasis meal and refreshments 
were exceedingly excellent.

Allow me to throw everyone a trivia 

fact. Did you know? - Line dancing was 
started by women waiting to use the bath 
room!

The marching practices have been 
going quite well as we keep honing on our 
weak spots.

But just as we were doing so well 
Mother Nature threw us a curve as she 
washed out our practice session on the 
15th. Fast Eddie was here too, biting at the 
bit just ready to drum.

Hopefully we will have had better 
luck for our other two practice dates. The 
uniform jackets have been coming along 
quite well, while the majority of us have 
gotten a set of new hooves. Maybe we can 
turn the bill in to the White Horses to take 
care of these. By the time we will be reading 

continued on next page

712-943-6342
120 Gaul Dr. • SGt. Bluff, Ia

SpecIalIzInG In all typeS of InSurance
auto • HomeownerS • recreatIonal VeHIcleS

commercIal • worker'S comp • BuSIneSS autoS • BonDS

www.HoffmanInSuranceaGency.com

Alan L. Fagan
Licensed 
Land Surveyor

AL FAGAN
LAND SURVEYING, P.C.
PO Box 858
Merrill, IA 51038
Ph. 712-938-2228
alfsurveying@aol.com

Alan L. Fagan
Licensed Land Surveyor

AL FAGAN
LAND SURVEYING, P.C.
P.O. Box 858
Merrill, IA 51038
Ph. 712-938-2228
alfsurveying@aol.com

Granny’s Stitches
with Viking

3806 Floyd Blvd. 
Sioux City, IA

712-239-0457
www.grannysstitcheswithviking.com

OFFICIAL NOTICE
Abu Bekr Shriners STATED MEETING
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 – 6 p.m.

A Stated Meeting will be held in the Shrine Center on Wednesday, October 14, 2017 at 6 p.m. To gain 
admission to this meeting, Imperial law requires that a member must be in possession of and present his 
2017 Shriners International Membership card.

Attest: William P. Pelchat Recorder - Kelly J. Conolly Potentate



6  September 2017 Abu Bekr News

continued from previous page ‘My wife is pregnant and her contractions 
are only two minutes apart’. ‘Is this her first 
child?’ the doctor asked. ‘No!’ the man 
shouted, ‘This is her husband!’

The other day Ken stated that as he 
and another gentleman were watching a 
fashion show, the gentleman spoke up and 
said, “They walk down the aisle in their 
underwear and it is called ‘art’ and ‘fashion’. 
When I do it- I’m “drunk” and ‘not allowed 
back into Target’.”

And last but not least, I was told, 
- ‘Marriage is like a deck of cards.’ In the 
beginning all you need is two hearts and a 
diamond. By the end you wish you had a 
club and a spade.

Until next month; 
Horst Zittlau, Sec. I Scribe

these articles the CSSA Convention will be 
history and I will report all of the great 
happenings in the next month’s article.

As I am writing this article I have 
received the news of how well the Shrine 
Picnic went and the great fun the kids had 
with their rides and games. Congratulations 
to all the planners and participants.

Allow me to remind everyone to 
partake in the upcoming Shrine sponsored 
Morningside College Football Game on 
September 9th as the Foot Patrol will be 
doing the flag ceremony. The tailgate party 
won’t be bad either, so don’t miss it.

And now here is Kenny’s Korner. - A 
husband spoke frantically into the phone: 

Please consider becoming a Building Improvement 
Fund sponsor at any of these suggested levels of giving: 

SAPPHIRE DONOR
$10,000.00 to $24,9999.99

RUBY DONOR
$25,000.00 to $99,999.99

GARNET DONOR
$50.00 to $999.00

EMERALD DONOR
$1,000.00 to $9,999.99

DIAMOND DONOR $100,000.00 +
Donations entitle each giver to your name on the appropriate sponsor plaque.

Please make checks payable to:  Siouxland Masonic Center Inc.
If you would like further information, please contact:

Matt Brown, President, Siouxland Masonic Center, 820 Nebraska Street
PO Box 3347, Sioux City, lA 51102-3347

Building 
Improvement Fund

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

Next time you are at the Temple, stop in ballroom and look at the 
plaques with the names of all of our donors.

Thank You to Everyone Who Has Donated

T&W TIRE  
& RETREADING
Phone: 712.252.4055
309 Court Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

24 Hour Emergency Road Service

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008

Wrecking Crew
Hello from the Crew,
It has been a while since I have updated 

you on our happenings, sorry but life got in 
the way. Our summer has been a busy one. 
We have been parading quite a bit, we have 
been to 2 temple movements and several 
other parades as well. The turnout has been 
great all year and we have been able to 
show off a couple of different units as well. 
We also had a good showing at the Iowa 
Shrine Bowl Game. While I was not able 
to make it, Pat appears to have celebrated 
his birthday in style. True to Crew form 
they claim they were bright eyed and bushy 
tailed the next morning for the parade.

Aaron Chedester has revived his dad’s 
old roadster and David Burcham brought 
his mini choppers to a couple as well. Right 

now we are updating the train engine with 
a new coat of paint and redoing the wooden 
pieces, once again thanks Aaron and Bob 
for all the hard work and suppling the shop 
to do it.

One major piece of news to share is that 
Penny and Slippy we united in marriage 
recently and held a reception on Aug. 19th 
in Lake Park. A few members of the Crew 
went up and helped them celebrate. It was 
clear how happy they are and from the 
looks of Slippy, Penny is a great cook. Sorry 
Slippy! Thanks for the great fellowship.

Aug. 20th was the Shrine Picnic at the 
Railroad Museum. What a lovely location 
to have it and the air conditioned building 
to serve and eat was great for our older 
members and our kids. We served a bunch 
of people and heard nothing but rave 
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continued on next page

I rode with BillyBigRigger to the Lake 
Park Temple movement in the semi and he 
was telling me that he and the little Mrs. 
were talking the night before and he said 
that he was amazed that when he got mad 
and started to yell that she could stay so 
calm. She said that she always went and 
cleaned the toilet. Billy said “that calms 
you down?” Mrs. replied “Yes, I use your 
toothbrush!”

That is all for today, Remember to 
Keep Ringing the Bell for our Kids

Matt Plummer Scribe

Cycle Corps
Here it is....September.  Parade season 

is now officially OVER.  Several of the units 
went to C.S.S.A. in Overland Park, KS and 
competed.  The Cycle Corps was NOT one 
of them, although several member of our 
unit did compete with other units.

Our unit is still working on getting 
ALL the gun raffle tickets sold so we can 
pick a winner of Henry .22 Masonic Tribute 
rifle.  I personally want to “Thank” Aaron 
Chedester for selling my last 19 tickets.  
What a salesman.  Way to go, Aaron.  

Thanks for all you do!
At the time of this article, we haven't 

had our last Temple Movement in Vail, IA, 
but the Temple Movement at Lake Park, IA 
on August 6th went off very well.  We had 
great attendance at their 150th Anniversary 
and a good turnout of units.

The Shrine Picnic was held on Sunday, 
august 20th at the Siouxland Historical 
Railroad Museum this year and we had 
a great turnout, with an air conditioned 
building to have our lunch served and 
eaten.  Once again, the Abu Bekr Wrecking 
Crew did a GREAT job of furnishing and 
preparing the food and what an immaculate 
job the Divan did serving it.  The White 
Horse Mounted Patrol furnished 1 1/2 
horses for rides and the kids ALL had a 
great time. Several of the Cycle Corps 
members attended the event and helped 
with games and blowing up inflatables. 
Let’s do it at the S.H.R.M. again next year!

The Abu Bekr Cycle Corps will once 
again deal cards at the Boys and Girls Club 
Auction to be held September 9, 2017 at the 
Jerry Weiner Ranch on Buckwalter Drive.  

reviews on the location. Also the staff there 
was great to work with and it sounds like 
this may be the new home for the picnic. 
The White Horse brought up a couple of 
horses and gave carriage and horseback 
rides all day. The foot patrol ran the kids 
games and gave away toys. Thank you to 
Jack and Dwight for manning the grill all 
day. Thank you also to everyone that helped 
the Crew to make it a successful day.

We are still working at the Tyson when 
we can to help finance our improvements 
so when Pat calls please help if you can. 
Hockey season is coming up.

The next parade will be Sept. 16th 
in beautiful Oto, IA with an 11 o’clock 
line upon the hill in the Catholic Church 
parking lot and a noon parade. Hope you 
all can come as this will be our last parade 

of the season. After this parade we will 
have a workday to winterize the units and 
we will tear down the bell in preparation 
of a major much needed overhaul of the 
Bell and carriage. We have RC lined up to 
rebuild the rolling part and Avery Brothers 
are going to build us a new scimitar to 
better show our pride in being the best 
unit in all of Shrinedom. We must be, as we 
always lead Abu Bekr in parades.

The last thing that I will touch on is our 
Steak Fry will be Oct. 4th with a social hour 
at 5 and supper at 6. This is again a Wed. 
night instead of burgers price will be $20. 
Look for the ad in this paper for full details 
and menu. This is always a good meal and 
better fellowship so please come out and 
support our cause, this winter’s upgrades 
will not come cheap.

 Life  
 Stories  funeral homes 

Colonial Chapel • (712) 255-0131 
3220 Stone Park Blvd., Sioux City, IA 51104 

 

Morningside Chapel • (712) 276-1921 
6200 Morningside Ave., Sioux City, IA 51106 

 

www.meyerbroschapels.com 

 

 Life  
 Stories  funeral homes 

Colonial Chapel • (712) 255-0131 
3220 Stone Park Blvd., Sioux City, IA 51104 

 

Morningside Chapel • (712) 276-1921 
6200 Morningside Ave., Sioux City, IA 51106 

 

www.meyerbroschapels.com 

 

Phone: 712-873-5115
Fax: 712-873-5114
Cell: 712-870-1230

201 North 1st Street
Moville, IA 51039

Fox
Jewelry

Mike Fox
3821 Chippewa Ct.

Sioux City
712-251-8053

www.foxjewelry.net
mfox@cableone.net

Tickets available at Temple office or any Wrecking Crew member. 

Only 100 Tickets available. Shrine prices at the bar. This is in lieu 

of Burger night.  Call 712-898-4218 

ELBON CLUB BAR 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

CHEAPEST DRINKS IN TOWN 

Date: OCT 4  
SHRINE TEMPLE 
820 Nebraska St. 
Sioux City, IA 51101 
 

SOCIAL HOUR  5:00  -  6:00 
MEAL SERVED 6:00  -  8:00 
$ 20.00 GETS YOUR STEAK & ALL THE FIXIN’S 

ABU BEKR 
STEAK FRY 
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TRANSPORTATION 
FUND DONATIONS

From July 18 , 2017 to 
August 21, 2017

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund or the Building Improvement Fund. You may write only one check if you would 
like to honor more than one individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr. 

Mail to: Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of            Building Improvement Fund

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

If you would like to be on an email list to be notified 

of any Black Camels – please Email your request to 

barbc@abubekr.com

with “Notify of Black Camels” in the subject line.

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	Carol T. Weidauer Estate

◊	West Central Iowa Shrine 

Club

MEMORIALS
◊	Bob Lundell

Dale & Helen Sturgeon

◊	Steve Margeas
Cornhusker Shrine Club
David & Kaki Ley

◊	Randy Owen Sturgeon
Dale & Helen Sturgeon

Black Camels
◊	Shurrell “SK” Savery

where about 70 years of my life has been 
spent, It was very hard to leave Algona! The 
Masonic Community there practiced what 
we as Masons preach!

Prudence Lodge’s 150th anniversary 
went very well with banquet, rededication, 
Grand Lodge reception, and Third Degree.

Two days later was the utterly 
marvelous 300th Anniversary Celebration 
in Des Moines. I was very fortunate to 
attend with almost 500 others. Very well 
planned and executed! Brothers travelled 
from England and Australia to participate 
and many of us were privileged to receive 
the English Past Master’s Degree.

I shall tell you a “Masonic Secret.” The 
ceremonies for rededicating a lodge and 
the placing of a time capsule are indeed 
very similar. Very moving.

The time capsule itself was created by 
Brother Ben Mayer, an operative mason 
– and an artist. The wonderful carving 
and the incorporation of much Masonic 
symbolism are a real testimony of his skill 
and his dedication to our Gentle Fraternity!

Selah.
The following quote appeared on of the 

Masonic E-mail lists to which I subscribe:
“It is the mark of an educated mind 

to be able to entertain a thought without 
accepting it.” - Aristotle.

The devastating events, most recently, 
in Charlottesville demonstrate and 
illustrate the decisiveness and hatred which 
have so infected and infiltrated our United 
States!

What a contrast to the words of our 
God inspired to David: “Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!”

I believe Mr. Rathbone was a Royal 
Arch Mason. A quote from him: “If fraternal 
love held all men bound, how beautiful this 
world would be.” - Justus Henry Rathbone, 
Founder of the Knights of Pythias. He died 
December 9, 1889 (aged 50).

The song “Let There Be Peace on Earth 
and Let It Begin with Me” was written in 
1955.

This is as great a time as ever for us 
Masons to practice what we are taught and 
almost all seek to practice!

Travel safe and God Bless.
Tom “Doc” Gruis

continued from previous page

Abu Bekr email accounts
divan@abubekr.com - entire Divan

potentate@abubekr.com - Kelly Conolly
chiefrabban@abubekr.com - Larry Janssen

assistantrabban@abubekr.com - Todd Saunders
highpriest@abubekr.com - Sheldon Menin

orientalguide@abubekr.com - Wayne Rieckmann
treasurer@abubekr.com - Kent Kolbe
recorder@abubekr.com - Bill Pelchat
marshall@abubekr.com - Pat McCann

provostmarshal@abubekr.com - Mike Pickett
media@abubekr.com - Rick Samuelson (media unit)

membership@abubekr.com - all unit reps
kellyk@abubekr.com - Kelly Kubly (office)

barbc@abubekr.com - Barb Cramer (office)

Staber’s 
Meat Inc.

Dave & Jim Staber
200 Pearl Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

(712) 277-4682

Dave & Jim Staber
930 Clark Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

Also on September 9th is the Morningside 
Football Game in the afternoon.  The Cycle 
Corps may be there to take a trip around 
the warning track.

On Saturday, October 7, 2017, we will 
hold a BBQ competition in the parking lot 
at the Shrine.  Roger Merrill and Colin Ross 
will be in charge of this event.  We hope to 
get a lot of competitors for a great afternoon 
of cooking and eating.  Can’t wait.  

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 6th at 7:30 PM 
at the Shrine Temple.  All members are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Until next time, keep the rubber down 
and the chrome up.

Sheldon Menin, Secretary/
Scribe

Kossuth Shrine 
Club

Dr. Tom Gruis, K. Y. G. C. H.
This is the first of these monthly items 

to come to you from our new home in 
Urbandale. It is good to be back in the area 
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Twin Cities 
Shrine Hospital

Board
What a fantastic summer and parade 

season it has been. Thank you to everyone 
for all your hard work and support of Abu 
Bekr Shrine Temple and our Shriners 
Hospital for Children. The turnout for 
parades and temple movements has been 
fantastic. Every community appreciates the 
fun and excitement that Shriners bring to 
their celebrations, festivals, and parades. 
Again, thank you to all the Nobles and their 
Ladies for your efforts to promote Shriners 
International and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children.

On behalf of the Twin Cities Shriners 
Hospital for Children, I would like to thank 
Ill. Sir Joe Petersen, Noble Mike Pickett, 
Noble Dean Jacobsen, and all the Board 
members of the Iowa Shrine Bowl for 
their hard work producing and hosting the 
number one Shrine Bowl in the country. 
Thank you to Ill. Sir Kelly Conolly and 
Noble Dwight Dirks for outstanding work 
leading Abu Bekr as the 2017 host temple. 
To the players, coaches, cheerleaders, and 
parents our thanks for all of your support. 
Imperial Sir Kevin Costello was very 
impressed with the game and our Abu Bekr 
hospitality.

Ill. Sir Phil Nugent, Lady JoEllen, and 
I made the trek to Manilla, Iowa on August 
8. The Animal Unit held their annual 
sweetcorn feed at the home of Noble Dale 
and Lady Joan Lafrentz. In addition to 
enjoying amazing pork chops, Noble Dale 
and Noble Ron Duff presented a check to Ill. 
Sir Kelly Conolly to support the Abu Bekr 
Transportation Fund. The donation was 
from the proceeds of the Animals Annual 
Golf Tournament held in July. Make plans 
to attend next year’s Animals Golf Outing. 
This year we again had a fantastic time 
with our “Past Potes Team” of Ill. Sirs Phil 
Nugent, Alan Fagan, Jim Diamond and 
David Krogh and our Honorary Past Potes’ 
Captain, Ill. Sir Alan Jensen.

To give you the latest news from the 
TC-SHC, here’s what I learned at our August 
Board of Governors meeting. The Board 
of Governors approved our 2018 Capital 
Budget of $840,000. The largest single item 
of the budget is a new digital radiology unit 
for $368,000. This equipment will replace 
our 20 year old current x-ray machine. 
The funding for the new equipment will 
be raised as a separate fundraising project 
similar to the successful campaign for the 
EOS machine last year.

The operating budget for 2018 
is currently being crafted and will be 
discussed at the September Board meeting. 
Budget guidelines have not been issued 
from Tampa as of our August meeting. 
Tampa has requested a transportation 
summary from all 22 SHC that details 
patient transportation provided by the 
Shrine Temples in our individual service 

regions. For the TC-SHC approximately 
1500 patient trips are provided directly 
or funded directly by the Shrine Temples 
that support Twin Cities. The report shows 
that Abu Bekr has forecasted for 2017 
approximately 50 total trips. For reference, 
the 1500 total trips represent about 25% of 
the total patient volume of the TC-SHC. 
Other Shrine Temples are forecasted to 
have the following volume for 2017; Aad 
65, Beja 38, El Kahir 42, El Riad 41, Kem 58, 
Naja 43, Osman 230, Sesostris 46, Tangier 
86, Za Ga Zig 64, Zor 189, Zuhrah 485, and 
several temples that have less than 10.

There was a meeting on August 24th 
in Rochester with officials of the Mayo 
Clinic and Shriners Hospital for Children 
Headquarters. Since both organizations are 
now bound by confidentiality agreements, 
items discussed will not be shared with the 
Board of Governors. All

I can say is that both organizations 
are talking and working on common goals 
and objectives that will support our shared 
mission of providing the best care in the 
area of pediatric orthopedics.

If you would like me to present to a 
local club to organization about our Twin 
Cities Shriners Hospital for Children, 
please give me a call. All Shriners and our 
Ladies are Ambassadors for the “World’s 
Greatest Philanthropy”. Our Marketing 
and Patient/Physician Recruitment Staff 
have several fliers that make it easy for you 
to share with your friends and community 
who Shriners are and what we do! Always 
be on the lookout for children we can treat 
with our TC-SHC pediatric orthopedic 
services. All the parent has to do is call 
our intake coordinator, Kayla, at 888-293-
2832 to start the patient intake process. The 
donor development department has a list of 
giving opportunities that are still possible 
for current 2017 equipment, facilities, 
and child-life program needs. Give me a 
call with any question or potential donor 
appointment opportunities.

Yours in the Faith,
David G. Krogh, P.P., 

Twin Cities-SHC Board of 
Governors

Clown Unit
It is September, the kids have are 

now back hitting the books in school, the 
weather has cooled a bit, and fall is quickly 
approaching. Soon the farmers will be in 
the fields working on harvest and the first 
frost may soon be on the pumpkins. With 
all of this, the activities of the clowns too 
will be slowing down as we prepare to put 
the parade equipment away for the winter 
months.

Before all of that takes place, lets back 
up a bit and recall some of the functions 
that took place back in late July and early 
August. First of all, on July 19th the Clowns 
participated in the annual River-Cade 
parade, which this year was a Temple 
Movement. The temperatures were quite 
hot that evening, but it did not put a 

damper on the spirits of the large crowds of 
spectators that lined the parade route.

On Thursday August 3rd the Clowns 
participated in the annual Dakota/
Thurston County Fair parade held in 
South Sioux City. The temperatures were 
relatively cooler than the that of the River-
Cade parade, which was very welcoming, 
and the big groups of spectators enjoyed 
the merriment of the Clowns as they 
traversed the route.

On August 12th we had a couple of 
clowns who made balloons and entertained 
the kids at Camp High Hopes. On August 
20th Sawdust and Rawhide made balloons 
at the annual Shrine Picnic which was held 
at the Train Museum on Highway 12 just 
outside of Sioux City.

August 24th a group of Clowns made 
balloons and entertained at the Regency 
Square Nursing Home in South Sioux 
City and on August 26th the Clowns 
participated in the Temple Movement at 
Vail, Iowa.

Our next big function is on Monday 
September 4th (Labor Day) when the 
Clowns will be tracking to Hawarden, 
Iowa for the annual Labor Day parade. The 
parade is at 1:15pm with a Noon lineup. 
Following the parade, the Clowns will be 
making balloons and entertaining in the 
park.

Watch Facebook, your emails, or listen 
for a phone call (for those who do not have 
Facebook or email) for any updates or 
additional functions that may be added to 
the line up.

Our monthly meetings take place on 
the second Wednesday of every month 
(except for December, or if there is a 
function that would cause us to move it 
to an alternate date) Please try to attend 
as many of these meeting as possible. This 
is where we will go over upcoming events 
and functions, as well as discuss the official 
business of the unit. It is important that 
we participate at meetings as well as at our 
clowning functions as often as possible in 
order to keep our unit going. It is the input 
and participation of all of us that make us 
successful as a unit, we will not continue 
to be a viable and successful unit without 
you. If you’ve been away for awhile, for one 
reason or another, please come back and 
participate in the fun that is being a Shrine 
Clown.

Until next time, keep Smiling
Christopher L. Twiford, 

Scribe

Don’s Pro Shop
“Awards For 

All Occasions”

Trophies • Plaques
Engraving • Sublimation

Also Your Bowling Headquarters
The Latest in:

Balls • Bags • Shoes • Etc.

924 Nebraska Street • 255-8565

COMPLETE SELECTION OF MAJOR BRANDS

Call 277-2565
Residential & Commercial

All Major Brands of Vinyl Floor Covering
Large Selection of Laminate Flooring

Pre-Finished Wood Floors • Ceramic Tile

MAGIC
CARPET

19th & PIERCE

Corner 19th & Pierce
Sioux City, IA • KARASTAN 

• MOHAWK  
• SHAW 
• KANE 
• TUFTEX

SAHIB UNIT
JEWELRY SALES

*CAR EMBLEMS *FEZ CASES
*LAPEL PINS *TASSEL HOLDERS

AND MORE!
Contact Don Gray

605-356-2243
Shipping Available

We deliver to all areas of Sioux City and Hotels and Motels. 
We offer an enjoyable family environment for any occasion!
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Vintage Wheels 
Yes, the Vintage Wheels unit is still 

alive and parading even though the Scribe 
has missed writing a few Abu Bekr News 
articles. Our unit has been quite busy.

Recent mentions might include our 
monthly meeting for June was on the 15th 
at Ponca State Park. Great attendance, 
food, Noble fellowship and the view of the 
Missouri River was terrific. Our ‘thanks’ 
to the VW “Big Red” team! Two dozen 
members plus their ‘personal navigators’ 
were in attendance.

The next activities were frequent 
and fun...the Odebolt parade on June 
17, Cherokee Shrine Circus on June 
24th, Rivercade on July 18th and Temple 
Movement to Lake Park on Saturday, 
August 5.

Still on the schedule as this article 
is going to press is Vail Iowa Temple 
Movement on August 26th and the VW 
car show at Grand Meadow on Sunday, 
September 10th.

Grand Meadow Heritage Annual 
Festival is celebrating 41 years in 2017. 
This two day event on Sept. 9 & 10 features 
several meals, threshing demonstrations, 
kids activities, homemade ice cream, 
entertainment, a Sunday church service, 
western re-enactors and many more family 
activities. See you at Grand Meadow on 
September 9 & 10. Just 9 miles North of 
Correctionville Iowa on L36.

And, on a more serious note...all 
parents and grandparents...

Shriners Hospitals for Children 
has launched a new health and wellness 
program to highlight the importance of 
REGULAR SCOLIOSIS SCREENING of 
all children.

The program encourages parents to 
make a spine check part of the annual back 
to school routine and to contact Shriners 
Hospitals for Children if their child needs 
care.

Remember, we are here for the kids, 
the kids are our future and, they will be 
taking care of us in the future! Make sure 
they are screened for scoliosis and have a 
back to school physical.

Larry L. Finley, Scribe

Business Cards
Logos

Letterhead
Posters
Envelopes

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

Collectibles   Fine Jewelry

Lakeport Commons
4830 Sergeant Road • Next to Best Buy

712-255-7229
www.gundersons.com

Plendl
Plumbing

LLC

Rich Plendl
712-577-4747

RichPlendl@hotmail.com
Bonded/Insured/Licensed IA SD NE

BEVERLY
FOAM INSULATION

and COATINGS
Commercial · Residential
Asphalt Roofs · Flat Roofs

DARRELL BEVERLY
712-490-6161 · Sioux City, Iowa
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September 27, 2017
Abu Bekr Shrine Parking Lot

5:00pm to ??
$9 for 2 Burgers or Brats w/Chips

50/50 Drawing | Cash Bar
Proceeds are for the benefit of the Abu Bekr Oriental Band
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Calendar of Events
September 2017

1

2

3

4 Labor Day

5

6 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club
Rush Night, 5:30 pm Shrine Center

7

8

9 Morningside Football Game vs Truman State 1:00pm
  Pregame Tail Gate at 11:00am & Post Game Party

10

11 Patriot Day

12

13 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

21

22 First Day of Autumn

23

24

25

26

27 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

28

29

30

If you have an event coming up for your Shrine Unit, Lodge or any Masonic Body be sure to send it to 
AbuBekrNews@live.com. Include all the particulars -- who, what, where, when -- and we will list for everyone to see.gray boxes denote Monday

October 2017
1

2

3

4 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

5

6

7

8

9 Columbus Day

10

11 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

26

27

28

29

30

31 Halloween

Abu bekr
FAll CeremoniAl

SAturdAy, 
november 4th



mi moneda


