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has been the last two years, three units 
have expressed interest in going and more 
would be welcomed. If your club or unit is 
thinking about joining us, please contact 
our office and let us know.

I have made a couple changes on 
the 2016 Abu Bekr calendar I would ask 
you to pencil in. The first one is for the 
Morningside College Shrine game. The 
original September 10 date has been 
changed to October 8 to accommodate a 
Morningside schedule change. The second 
change is the Fall Ceremonial has been 
moved from November 19 to November 
26 to avoid a conflict with the Scottish Rite 
Reunion.

Divan members have been receiving 
some questions concerning why events are 
not publicized better or why all events are 
not on the web page. The answer to most 
of these questions turned out to be pretty 
simple. If we don’t know about them we 
can’t promote them. We can’t make them 
up; you have to keep us informed. Get your 
fliers or information to us early so there is 
time to do some promotion. Ask the office 
or the P.R. committee for help designing 
the promotion if you like. We all want your 
event to be a success so let us help you 
make it that way.

The last item on my mind is member 
retention. If you haven’t paid your Blue 
Lodge or Shrine dues please think about 
doing it. I would hate to see your name 
dropped from the rolls of this great 
Philanthropy and organization.

Noel

Abu Bekr 
Women’s 
Auxiliary

Dear Ladies and Nobles,
Hope you are all weathering the storms 

we have had. Lots of rain and wind.
We are still having CHRISTMAS IN 

JULY and AUGUST. July is the month for 
new books. Sudokos , Crosswords, Word 
Finds, Coloring books, Adult coloring 
books, any kind of book for all ages of 
child. We will also need pencils, crayons, 

colored pencils and markers.
We have received a lot of fleece and 

we will be making blankets in June and 
sending them up for Christmas stocking 
stuffers.

Christmas stockings are being made, 
as well as hygiene bags and lots of hats.

If you haven’t brought your stockings 
in, please bring them in and leave in the 
office for us.

Please help us make the Kids in the 
Hospital have a brighter Christmas. We 
can use new toys, gift cards, puzzles, card 
games, dolls and doll clothes. They will 
enjoy the same type of things your kids and 
grandkids enjoy.

We still need you to send in your dues, 
please send to Bev Fagan at PO Box 858, 
Merrill, Ia 51038.

Our corresponding secretary Harriett 
Boehm, after serving our Auxiliary 
faithfully for many years, has retired. Thank 
you, Harriett for your great dedication to 
our Auxiliary.

In Auxiliary Love and Service,
Bev Fagan and Officers

Hospital Dads
What I am about to write will sound a 

lot like bragging, but it is not meant to be. 
On June 1, 1996, I became a Shriner. The 
Potentate then was Illustrious Sir L.V. “Al” 
Fagan, who had introduced me to Masonry 
in January 1962. I felt that because he had 
been a childhood friend, that it would be 
an honor to add my name to the list of 
candidates in that Spring Ceremonial. Well, 
on the 10th of June, 1996, I made my first 
trip to Shriners Hospital, Minneapolis. I 
made a trip last week, as of this writing, on 
the 7th & 8th of June, two days before the 
20th anniversary of making my first trip, 
that has little significance as to the number 
of trips, or any other details.

Now the thought of the “Gift of 
Giving”. The experience to me has been 
so rewarding, because I could never repay 
what I feel about the kids we’ve taken to 
the hospital, the honor of getting to know 
and respect my fellow drivers from other 
Temples, and the excellent hospital staff. 
Almost forgot the kid’s parents.

Abilities, not disabilities. For any 
of you who have watched the Fox News 
Channel in the past months, have seen 
some cute kids from the Chicago Hospital. 
One boy said, “I can climb stairs”. The 
second one, a boy with no arms said, “I can 
write my name.” and did so with a marker 
pen. Then the little cherub with a rare bone 
disease said, “I can shoot baskets” and did 
so from a wheelchair. A newer commercial 
features the same kids except the boy who 
could write his name, was now playing the 
piano!! By the way, his mother had no arms 
either. I don’t know about you, but it sure 
keeps my issues in perspective.

Earlier, I commented on the 7th & 8th 
June trip. I was Horst Zittlau’s co-driver, 
and we had orders (or maybe a request) to 
bring some material back to Sioux City for 

Potentate’s 
Message

First item on the list has to be a thank 
you to all the units that participated in the 
Temple movements the last two weekends. 
The great turn out we had was much 
appreciated by our host towns. For those of 
you who couldn’t make it due to previous 
commitments, you did miss a couple 
very hot parade days but you also missed 
some outstanding hospitality. Both, Allen, 
Nebraska and Charter Oak, Iowa went 
overboard to make us feel welcome and 
fed us very well. My compliments to both 
towns and my thanks.

I have been contacted by the Sioux 
land River-cade committee about Shrine 
participation again this year. As many of 
you remember, last year they had all the 
Shrine units near the beginning of the 
parade and the crowd control was excellent 
so we could have fun and not have to 
watch the spectators. I have been assured 
the same courtesy for this year. The Parade 
is July20 at 6P.M. with line up starting at 
4 P.M. behind the Hard Rock. The parade 
route is North on Douglas to 10th. , East 
to Pierce and South to 4th St. several units 
have expressed interest already so look at 
your calendars and if you would like to join 
them call the office and let us know.

I was reminded that the Iowa Shrine 
Bowl is quickly approaching when I 
received my tickets in the mail last week. 
It will be held at UNI in Cedar Falls as it 
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the Auxiliary. It was in the driver’s lounge 
and when we looked in, there were boxes 
and boxes and plastic bags of yarn, and I 
don’t know what else, and to top that off, we 
had a wheelchair to bring back too. We were 
able to get the rear most seat down flat and 
started loading. We had to make a tunnel 
so that we could see behind us with the rear 
view mirror, but we got it all aboard. The 
point is, that if you think the auxiliary just 
sits around and has tea parties, boy are you 
wrong. A tip of the hat to those Ladies who 
are such great contributors. Thank you!

Now to all Hospital Dads, Shriners, 
Masons, ladies and anybody that will fit, I 
end with this thought.

Say It Now
Why wait until tomorrow
to tell someone you care?
For beyond the dawn tomorrow,
you may not find them there.
The past now lies behind us,
and tomorrow may not come.
We only have today, my friend,
to beat upon life’s drums.
Friend, why not say, “I love you.”
to those you hold dear.
For time is such a fragile thing
that death may soon appear.
Let others know you love them,
so there is never a doubt.
The best time is now, my friend,
to try and work things out.
If you keep your love a secret,
it cannot multiply,
For love, when it’s neglected,
begins to slowly die.
Go hug your wife and children-
go shed a happy tear!
And love will pay grand dividends
each day throughout the year.
Thought for now: There are hundreds 

of languages in the world, but a smile 
speaks all of them.

Have a happy, safe 4th of July!
Fraternally & Respectfully,

Trig Olund, Scribe

Kossuth Shrine 
Club

‘Tis the season for parades!  It appears 
there is plenty of activity in our area this year 
with celebrations of all kinds.  It is great to 
see our small communities keeping active 
and vibrant.  I think we as citizens of this 
great country realize the freedoms we have.  
The more we see groups from other parts 
of the world try to destroy our freedoms, 
the more I realize the importance of our 
freedoms.  I become rather embarrassed 
sometimes with the action of some of our 
politicians.  I have to wonder if this is the 
best we have to run our country and make 
our choices. Oh well, I don’t want the job!

As you read this newsletter, I will be 
returning from a once in a lifetime family 
vacation to our nations Capital with all of 
our children, their spouses and all of their 
children.  Fifteen of us will carpool to D. C. 
for what I hope will be a very historical and 
educating trip that my grandchildren will 
remember for a lifetime.

I do hope you and your families had 
a wonderful 4th of July and celebrated 
the signing of our independence in great 
stride and with great pride, remembering 
those who gave all so we can enjoy these 
freedoms that we hold so dear, for us and 
those to follow.

May the remainder of your summer be 
the best it has ever been!

 Kossuth County Shrine Club.
Frank Merrill (Scribe)

Iowa Great Lakes 
Mini-Indy’s

Well we participated in  the Spencer 
Flagfest and then went to Lakefield, MN. 
We had 12 that wanted to help us in 
Spencer, overflow is good. We had 8 cars 
and 5 finished the parade and had three 
brake downs. The people think its part of 
the parade. lol.

The next Saturday was Lakefield MN. 

Man I really like that town, their streets are 
wide and we really have a lot of room to do 
our thing. 

I want to thank all the guys that made 
it possible that we could parade there. I 
believe we all had fun. 

 I know from myself, that I had to stop 
before we got back to the truck, because 
my right foot went to sleep and I could 
not fell the pedal because my foot was so 
numb. I know Wess thought there was 
something wrong with the car, but it was 
only me this time, lol. Well we’re off for two 
Saturdays now. Our next one is in Ruthven. 
Those streets are narrow and we have yet to 
parade there. Last year we just didn’t have 
enough riders so we had to cancel. I sure 
hope this is not the case this year. We will 
just have to wait and see. Don’t forget that 
Sunday, July 10th is our Ice Cream Social in 
Spirit Lake at the Community Bldg., 4:00-
7:00. Wear your fez and have all the ice 
cream and topping to go with it.

This is our only fundraiser for the year 
to support our unit so come and enjoy. We 
have auction items as well. 

 Get your tickets for gift cards and 
many other items from local businesses. 
You need not to be present to win. Just your 
name and phone. We will call you to get the 
prize to you if you win. We even deliver, lol.  
If you need tickets just call one of the Iowa 
Great Lakes Shrine members. Its in the 
book or on the website AbuBekr.com and 

continued on next page

look under units.
  I want to thank all that came and had 

fun with this. We do have the 3 cars that 
were down are now fixed to ride again. Oh, 
don’t forget that fall program had changed 
to Nov. 26th 2016. Not to busy this year! 
But next year we are! On June 10th we plan 
on having a parade here in Spirit Lake.

We do need some help. So if you can 
pay it forward, just let us know! We have 
some units from Sioux Falls coming.

219 W. 7th St
Sioux City, IA 51103

712.224.2090
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877-240-1004
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The Morningside 
Shrine Football Game

 has been changed from 
September 10 to 

October 8th, 2016 
against Doane @ 1pm
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continued from previous page was back in residence.  Heal, Donna.  We 
need you and we miss you.  The rest of 
you, take heed of how quickly these things 
can happen.  Be careful out there.  It’s a 
conspiracy to get us all into Shady Pines, 
where they can monitor our every move.

This month’s meeting is the Kan 
Duettes version of a “Picnic”.  A vote was 
taken and we opted to go to Latham Park, 
just as we did last year.  Everyone seems to 
enjoy that.  It affords us a change of pace.  
And, this is the last meeting before we go 
into hiatus.  We will not be meeting again 
til September. 

We send out Kan Duette condolences 
to the family of Fran Egan.  Fran had not 
been among us for a while but I am sure 
most of you remember her.  I am not sure 
what the policy is regarding a donation in 
the name of an inactive member.  I am not 
sure we even have a policy but perhaps we 
should discuss that at our meeting. 

The summer is speeding by once again.  
My tractor-mower sits, disabled, in the 
field, waiting for the service people to come 
rescue and repair it.  The sprinkler man 
has me on his schedule for a second visit 
to replace the SEVEN disabled sprinkler 
heads.  The man in charge of mowing needs 
knee surgery.  Ah, summer on the acreage.  
And, it is so HOT!  But, it won’t be long 
before it all turns into Fall.  I, for one, can 
hardly wait.  You all hang in there, just as I 
plan to do.

Til we meet again...Your Scribe,
Mary Ann Davidson

We plan on having a place in the Park 
called Clayton Seaman Memorial Park 
which has a water splash for the kids.

 We hope to have some half price rides 
in the Amusement park in Arnolds Park 
for all Shriners (must have your fez on to 
get the half price rides. We are trying to get 
some discounts from local business as well.

  If you put this on next year’s calender 
it would be June 10th, 2017.  Hope you can 
pay it forward, because I know we can’t 
afford all the units prices. If you pay it 
forward to us then  we will  pay forward it 
to you as well!!!

You can contact Me:
Terry Kinnetz 712-330-3158. All help 

is greatly Appreciated.
Living the Dream and Smiling always, 

lol lol.
Terry Kinnetz

Kan Duettes
We were greeted with upsetting news 

at our last meeting.  Our Vice President, 
Donna Pottoroff had taken a tumble down 
her basement steps... backwards.  Guess 
it conked her out and she says that the 
only thing that saved her was her pooch 
licking her face and waking her up. Good 
Dog, Good Dog.  She called 911 and was 
delivered to the hospital in the wagon with 
the flashing lights.  I don’t know about the 
siren but will have to ask.  Well, of course, 
they fixed her all up and in no time she 

Please consider becoming a MTA Building Improvement 
Fund sponsor at any of these suggested levels of giving: 

SAPPHIRE DONOR
$10,000.00 to $24,9999.99

RUBY DONOR
$25,000.00 to $99,999.99
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$50.00 to $999.00

EMERALD DONOR
$1,000.00 to $9,999.99

DIAMOND DONOR $100,000.00 +
Donations entitle each giver to your name on the appropriate sponsor plaque.

Please make checks payable to:  M. T. A. Building Improvement Fund
If you would like further information, please contact:

Matt Brown, President, Masonic Temple Association, 820 Nebraska Street
PO Box 3347, Sioux City, lA 51102-3347

MTA Building 
Improvement Fund
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Enclosed is $                           

Next time you are at the Temple, stop in ballroom and look at the 
plaques with the names of all of our donors.

Thank You to Everyone Who Has Donated
Alan L. Fagan
Licensed 
Land Surveyor
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MTA
The security cameras have been 

installed. This was a a joint investment by 
MTA and Abu Bekr. We have cameras in 
1st floor ballroom and lobby. We also have 
three cameras on outside of building. The 
outside cameras will view front entrance 
on Nebraska St. and will view 9th street 
and back alley. The other cameras will view 
entrance from 8th street parking lot and 
also the parking lot. How the world has 
changed.

With the donations ear marked for 
banquet tables, we have twenty new rounds 
and ten eight foot tables for first floor 
ballroom. We have moved some of the old 
white tables to second floor.

Ninth street parking repair has been 
completed with dirt and grass seed. We are 
still working on bid for outside columns on 
ninth street.

Thank you for your donations and in 
memory donations for the building fund 
improvement.

Scribe, Rick Belding

Harlan T-Patrol
The drought is over with the Harlan 

T Patrol not submitting news monthly. 
Overall I will be moving forward with 
the news from our group. Recently a 

respectable number of T Patrol members 
and their family joined many units at 
Charter Oak, IA for the parade on June 
18th. Happy 125th Charter Oak!!!The 
viewing of all the 2016 parades for the T 
Patrol are listed below.

 2016 Parade Schedule
May 28 Elkhorn Tivoli Fest 11:00 a.m.
June 11 Allen, NE Temple Mvmt 11:00 

a.m.
June 18 Charter Oak Temple Mvmt 

11:00 a.m.
July 4 Avoca, IA 2:00 p.m.
July 9 ?? Woodbine 11:00 a.m.
July 14 Fair Parade-Potluck D. Clarks 

6:00 p.m.
Aug. 6 Golf Tournament Start 9:30 

a.m.
Aug 20 Magnolia, IA 10:30 a.m
Aug. 25-27 CSSA Little Rock, AR
Sept 5 Neola, IA-Labor Day 11:00 a.m.
The loss of Kenny Escher a long time 

Mason and Shriner was just tough for 
those that knew him. The Friday service 
and Saturday Funeral was well represented 
and overall good attendance was greatly 
appreciated by Donna and family members 
in their true time of sorrow. I do know that 
when  I spoke with Kenny briefly a couple 
of times when gathering for events and 
Kenny is a true class act in my book. You 
will be missed brother.
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Special Olympics and the Shrine Clowns 
Sneaker Fund. Again it was a hot day, 
but we found refuge from the heat in the 
V.F.W. Club, where it was air conditioned. 
On June 18th, Whoops, Clyde, Noodles, 
and Popcorn participated in a parade 
at Decatur, Nebraska. The weather was 
almost perfect. Temperatures at parade 
time were in the low to mid 80’s with a 
nice little breeze. Following the parade, we 
stayed over and were treated to taverns, 
chips, and cold beverages provided by 
the Decatur Community Club. Also, we 
stopped by and visited with Roger Merrill 
and Colin Ross, members of the Cycle 
Corps, and the Rat Patrol. Roger and Colin 
were there participating in a BBQ Contest. 
I heard later they won Third Place in the 
Ribs Category. Congratulations Guys. On 
June 25th, we had the parade at St. James, 
Minnesota. I will have more information 
on this in the next issue.

We have a number of things coming 
up during the months of July and August. 
First up on July 1st, we have the Mardi 
Gras Parade downtown Sioux City. Line 
up is at 5pm with parade at 6pm. On July 
9th we have a parade at Schaller, Iowa. Line 
up at 9am, parade at 10am. Wednesday 
July 20th is the River-Cade Parade in 
Downtown Sioux City. Line up at 5pm, 
parade at 6pm. On July 23rd, we will be 
making balloon sculptures from 11am to 
1pm at Elk Point, South Dakota. August 
4th is the Dakota/Thurston County Fair 
Parade at South Sioux City, Nebraska. Line 
up is at 5pm with parade at 6pm. August 
20th there is a parade at Dakota City, 
Nebraska. Parade time and lineup location 
will be announced soon. Also on that day, 
following the parade, there will be an Oasis 
with food and cold beverages at Clyde’s 
house. Finally, on Monday, September 5th 
(Labor Day) we have a parade at Hawarden, 
Iowa Line up is at Noon with the parade at 
1:15pm. Following the parade we will make 
balloons in the park for an hour.

Updates, additions, and/or changes to 
this schedule will be posted on our facebook 
page “World Famous Abu Bekr Shrine 
Clowns”, Kelly will also keep you informed 

through email, and I will be calling clowns 
to help as well. If you can help at any of 
them, please contact the Boss Clown Chris 
Twiford. Phone: 712-389-8571 or email: 
cmuddt@hotmail.com we can always use 
more clowns at these functions. As they 
say, “The more the merrier!”

Please try to attend our monthly 
meetings, they are on the first Wednesday of 
every month, except for December, at 7pm 
at the Temple. We have a lot of things going 
on and we need your input. This is your 
unit and your attendance at our meetings 
and functions is very much appreciated. 
Kelly has been working on a number of 
ideas for social activities as well as fun little 
drawings at the meetings to make things a 
little more fun and interesting.

Until next month, keep Smiling!!
Christopher “Clyde” Twiford, 

Scribe

2016 Abu Bekr Directory
The directory is now available on the 
Abu Bekr website: www.abubekr.com

The Shrine Office has a limited number of 
directories that are available.

Something serious now. I know this 
is not the first time that something has 
been discussed about declining numbers 
for some or should I assume most patrols. 
When looking at the present and past 
members I feel that a significant amount 
of the patrols see a gap in age. I have total 
respect for the men and their ladies in the 
Harlan T Patrol for what they contribute 
and thank goodness they do. It does take 
teamwork! When we meet I feel there is good 
camaraderie amongst the group. Still to be 
honest at the end of the day we all would 
prefer to see the numbers increase so that 
our patrols can stay strong. Membership 
drives are a good thought, but we go to the 
same well to seek out candidates quarterly. 
I am very appreciative with the young 
strong brothers that we have. The heart and 
soul of the unit is truly the men in front 
of us though and we all appreciate your 
guidance. If there is a clever idea within 
the Abu Bekr patrols that has been effective 
please reach out to all the patrols with your 
thoughts. I feel we can all benefit from this. 
I have faith that numbers will increase, but 
as it sets we need to shake things up a little 
and get some results going before we really 
see numbers drop. Younger folks just have 
beyond events with their kids to attend and 
rightfully so that leaves little time to join 
groups such as Shriners etc. community 
involvement. I know we touch people’s 
especially kids hearts when we parade and 
get involved with community events so 
keep up the good work everyone.

 Let’s get excited!!! Now there is 
something to pay close attention to the 
Harlan T Patrol’s Golf Outing is going 
to rattle your cage for involvement in 
the August 6th get together. The crowd 
favorite Harlan Golf & Country Club is 
once again the location to get it on and 
play some pasture pool. Let me say this 
if you have not gone in the past you are 
missing out on a great time. Last year 
Rick, Denny and do not forget the two 
Caroler’s set a record for teams and this 
year is no exception. Obviously there was 
teamwork from others in the T Patrol and 
their spouses also contributing in any way 
they can. We can’t thank the hole sponsors 
and great donations from last year enough. 
This year will be better, I think from what 
I understand Eric the Pres is going to 
donate a new Harley to be raffled off as a 
door prize. Yep I did not stutter in fact a 
2017 Harley rolling off the assembly line in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin and being flown to 
the golf course the day of the outing. No 
just kidding, but it did get your attention 
though :). The only hogs on the course 
will be the T Patrol guys. If you don’t get 
it have someone not in your nursing home 
explain that to you. Also just kidding. I 
have tremendous respect for the elderly 
and I hope someone is able to get a chuckle 
out of my verbiage. So seriously think this 
over if you are on the fence of what to do 
on the 6th of August. The accommodations 
are unmatched and if you don’t believe me 
just as someone that has attended in the 
past. Think of the cardio work out when 
walking from the golf cart to find your golf 
ball.  Feel the burn. Yep we have a slew of 
carts available for rent that day, but we just 
need a heads up before if possible. Heck 
I think I will form a team just so we can 
sample the lush food near the midpoint of 
the course. Rex serves up a killer Bratwurst. 
BTW don’t try this at home I am a trained 
professional…. :)

The Harlan Shrine T-Patrol 4 person 
best shot golf outing will be Saturday, 
August 6, 2016. Everyone is welcome, get 
a teal together. We will be teeing off at 9:00 
am, shotgun start, at Harlan Golf & Country 
Club. This is an 18 hole tournament, $35 
per golfer, $30 cart fee, course is spikeless. 
Send your team entry to Rick Doran Jr., 205 
South St., Harlan, IA 51537, 712-744-4616 
or Dennis Woodin, 843 Liden Rd., Harlan, 
IA 51537, 712-755-5621. All reserved carts 
must be paid before tee time. Make checks 
payable to: Harlan Shrine T-Patrol.

 Vinny Ploen, Scribe

Abu Bekr Clown 
Unit

Celebrating 60 Years!!! 1956 - 2016
The Clowns have been busy putting 

together and performing at a number 
of parades and other events. Back in 
May, we kicked off our parade season by 
participating in the Morningside Days 
Parade. In June had a busy month. Starting 
on June 11th, Whoops, Sawdust, and Clyde 
participated in the Temple Movement at 
Allen, Nebraska. It was a hot and humid 
parade, but we made it through it in true 
clown fashion. The next day on June 12th, 
Whoops, Sawdust, and Clyde made balloon 
sculptures at the V.F.W. on Court St. in 
Sioux City for a fundraiser that the V.F.W. 
was putting on with proceeds to go to the 

SAHIB UNIT
JEWELRY SALES

*CAR EMBLEMS *FEZ CASES
*LAPEL PINS *TASSEL HOLDERS

AND MORE!
Contact Don Gray

605-356-2243
Shipping Available

T&W TIRE  
& RETREADING
Phone: 712.252.4055
309 Court Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

24 Hour Emergency Road Service
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vans and vehicles took off for the Twin Cities 
Hospital for their Info Days Convention. 
Thanks go to Jeff Zook for lining things 
up; we had a great representation there. 
The wife and I had the honors of telling 
Potentate Noel and Lady Jean how to get 
there. If you believe that, I have some real 
estate to sell, especially since he told us 
that he lived there for several years. I must 
admit that this excursion, navigating all of 
the construction and detours, really helped 
me since Trig and I had a Hospital Dad trip 
lined up several days later. But getting back 
the Info Days we were able to get some 
personal tours of which were extremely 
informative. If anyone has the opportunity 
to tour the facilities, please do so.

June 11 brought us to the Allen, 
Nebraska Temple Movement Parade. Judy 
and I had to miss this one since we both 
were under the weather. But according to 
several spies we had a fair representation 
there and the oasis couldn’t be beat with a 
stick. Fast Eddie Huster was even allowed 
to drive the golf cart. Captain Roger stated 
that since Eddie had to drive all the way 
from Sac City he probably was too tired to 
walk.

One week later, feeling a lot chipper 
than last week, we headed to the Charter 
Oak Temple Movement Parade. Once we 
were there we began to inquire where the 
rest of the Foot Patrollers were. All I got 
was blank looks with shrugging shoulders. 
Fast Eddie and I finally ran into each other 
but that was it. The golf cart wasn’t even 
there. The Oriental Band finally took mercy 

upon us and said that they would adopt us 
and reserved two seats if we promised to 
clap and wave for them. With the parade 
route being in excess of twenty blocks we 
reluctantly agreed to the proposition and 
got onto the Hospital Float to clap for our 
fellow Orientals. At least we were able 
to get to the oasis this way and get some 
nourishment and refreshments. Fast Eddie 
and I think we should make some strong 
threats to the Patrollers. We need to be 
treated a lot nicer, since riding on the float 
beats walking any day. You got that Captain 
Roger?

Let me remind everyone about our 
CSSA Convention at Little Rock, Ar. Be 
sure to place your motel reservations, while 
contacting our Treasurer, Bob Gwin to get 
everyone registered that is planning on 
going.

So with that, as I was leafing through 
the city newspaper I came upon this sales 
item. “For sale by owner: Complete set 
of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes. 
Excellent Condition. No longer needed. 
Got married last month. Wife knows 
everything.”

Until next month, 
Horst Zittlau, Sec. / Scribe

Outdoorsmen
The boat float on the Mighty Mo was 

a blast. You’ll have to ask Pat McCann if he 
has his sea legs back yet.  We started at River 
Time and floated down to the sandbar in 
front of Miner’s Bend and then into Kelly’s 
cabin to listen to Dejay play some tunes. 
Setting aside the boat problems, it was a 
great time. 

We will be having our next float on the 
river AUGUST 06. We will meet at River 
Time at 12:00 noon and  run up river and 
then float down. This is open to anyone and 
everyone, so please come. Watch for more 
information.

We will be having a shoot at the Yards 
again this summer, if you are interested in 
attending please email me at chiefrabban@
abubekr.com and I will let you know the 
details as soon as they are set.

Outdoorsmen Club

Spirit Lake 
Crutches and 

Wheel Chair Unit
This is a New Unit in the Shrine. If we 

build it they will come.
This will be like no other unit like this. 

We do need about 12 new members to start 
this unit up right.

Our moto: Have Spirit Lake Crutches 
and Wheel Chair Unit, Will Travel.

Now you say ‘What’s he talking about!?’  
Well we will have Wheel chair races, plus 
the biggest one is the wheel chair basketball 
competition. “The Silver against the Gold”

We will help not only the kids, but 
whatever unit or charity  that come up to 
help others. 

We will be Paying it forward. This 
will help other units that are in need of 
members or needs financial help.  

So do we have members that like to 
compete? I say, that as long as I have been 
in as a Shriner, there are other guys that 
like to compete but just don’t know how. 
Get hold of us and you will have a time of 
your life that you have never thought of. 
Just contact one of our three members and 
there will be a big smile on your face that 
you just can’t take off your face. 

On being able to parade at CSSA this 
year in Little Rock, we do have a few things 
to do first but we hope to. 

Living the Dream and Smiling doing 
it!!!!

Your Humble Servant
Terry Kinnetz, Scribe As Well

Be waiting for your call to join ($15.00 
a year and a time of your life)

White Horse 
Patrol

Greeting from the White Horse 
Mounted Patrol.

WOW what a month, it started off in 
Sioux Center, IA on the fourth to ride in 
their 125th parade, which was a beautiful 
parade to be in.  The next weekend found 
us in Granville, IA, or ‘Hell,’ as we thought 
as hot as it was, for another beautiful 
parade. Then we stuck around at the park 
and gave a lot of rides and visited with 
countless numbers of people about the 
horses and the Shrine and what we all do 
for the hospitals and the kids. We had a 
great time even in the heat. The very next 
week, or as I called it, ARE WE DONE 
YET, had us starting in Le Mars for the 
ice cream days parade at 9:00 am. Which 
means we loaded the horses at 6:00 am. 
When we were done in Le Mars we loaded 
up and headed for Lakefield, MN to ride in 
their town’s celebration parade at 2:30 in 
the afternoon. 

We were not done yet, from there we 
traveled as far east in Minnesota as you can 
go, to Winona MN where the horses and 
the riders got to rest for the night and eat 
dinner at  9:00 pm. Sunday morning at 7:00 
am found us back out at the stables where 
the horses spent the night (only because 

Foot Patrol
As we are gliding down the highway of 

time I am already seeing the month of July 
just around the bend while I got my wish of 
sunnier and warmer weather which came 
in to bite me in a big way and I am tired of 
it already. The only person that must like 
this is the ones that have pompous shares 
in the utility companies, while we have our 
air conditioners cranked up high.

Now before I get started the wife gave 
me a test question that I thought everyone 
might have interest in, even Trig. The 
government made a multi million dollar 
study on this. So, what is the leading cause 
of dry skin? I thought that I should wait 
until next month to give the answer and 
let everyone contemplate for a while, but 
the answer is – (a towel). OK stop that 
groaning!

The month of May always presents us 
with the first parade of the year, which is 
the Morningside Days. I must admit this 
year the weather was as ideal as I ever could 
remember. There was no rain and it wasn’t 
cold. We had a great crowd watching, as 
we always contemplate on if we will make 
it to the end of the first of the year parade 
without collapsing. But it was encouraging 
this year; we didn’t have to pick anyone off 
of the paving. At least the fun part was the 
oasis afterwards. Thanks to Potentate Noel 
Plummer, we were able to relish some great 
pizza and sipping tea at Bob Roe’s. Since we 
do the walking exercise it definitely works 
up a great appetite and thirst.

The weekend after the parade, several 

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008

Collectibles   Fine Jewelry

Lakeport Commons
4830 Sergeant Road • Next to Best Buy

712-255-7229
www.gundersons.com

1premium for simplified bill paying
policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions
deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing
agent to handle it all for you

I make Insurance simple

Colin Ross
1901 Cornhusker Dr

Suite 150
S. Sioux City, NE

402-494-3972

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement

Shrine Office Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday 8:00am-4:30

Closed Friday
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Dan didn’t get us a pet friendly hotel). We 
had to feed and water them before loading 
and heading into town for Winona’s 
Steamboat Days parade where the crowd 
along the streets was estimated to be 25,000 
or more. This parade was one of the most 
beautiful parades we have been in and the 
widest streets you could imagine. Although 
it was very hot, we did have a slight breeze 
and with all the applause and cheering as 
we went by you really didn’t notice just how 
hot we were. I have to thank each one of 
these men and their ladies for giving up 
their Father’s Day weekend to go on this 
journey and represent this unit and our 
temple with grace and dignity, thank you. 
Also a special thanks to Dan Albert for all 
is hard work putting this weekend together 
and bringing his boys along to help out. 
Thanks guys. 

Are we done yet? Not quite, now comes 
the 6 hour ride home, unload the horses, 
who were very happy to be home, unload 
the equipment, then go home. No not done 
yet, unload the car, put things away and 
finally sit down in my chair and ask Peggy 
are we done now? To hear her say, YES SO 
GO SHOWER AND GET TO BED WE 
HAVE TO WORK IN THE MORNING, ( 
CRAP ).

Well June 25th finds us in Hospers, IA.  
For their 125th parade, then we get a few 
weeks off till Rivercade and the Iowa Shrine 
Bowl Parade.

continued on next page

Horizon 
restaurant

1220 Tri View & Hamilton
Sioux City

Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
Daily specials

712-255-1658
www.horizonfamilyrestaurant.com

Wi-FiOpen 

24 hrs

To update the best dismount award 
runnings, we now have a second entry. Mr. 
Mark Catten, who is doing his Masonry 
work and is going to join the Shrine before 
Rivercade and the Iowa Shrine Bowl Game, 
came out to see us on practice night and got 
talked in to riding and tried to impress us 
with a over the back, full rotation dismount 
but FAILED.  The good thing is he was OK 
and continues to come out to practice on 
Tuesday nights.

Till next time and happy trails
Rich Porter, Scribe

Wrecking Crew
Hello from the Crew,
Before I get started relaying the news of 

the month I do need to mention that I did 
get a call this last month after the June news 
came out that I had neglected to mention 
one “Very Important” crew member in 
the newsletter He was upset that I had left 
him out and that in no way was my intent, 
So I will make special note this month to 
include his name in all the happenings for 
the month. I am truly sorry Cody/ Billy Big 
Rigger Myers who will be called Billy Big 
Rigger for the duration of this article. This 
will teach you to call to me and bitch.

Well it has definitely been a busy 
month for the Crew so let me catch you up. 
Let’s start after our last newsletter.

The weekend of May 20th was the 
Twin Cities Shrine Hospital Days on Friday 

morning Jarrod, Dan E, Matt, Jeff Z and lady 
Erin loaded up in one van and traveled to 
the Cities with a short stop along the way to 
check out the Cabala’s. After we arrived, we 
got together with some great Shriners from 
Tangiers Shrine in Omaha for fellowship 
and refreshments. Thanks to Tangiers 
for bringing the food, grill and chef. As a 
side notes the Chef for the evening Rob 
Patterson has a brother playing football 
at Morningside College so we hopefully 
will be seeing more of him in the years to 
come. The next morning we went to the 
Hospital for a presentation by the board of 
Governors and tours of our Hospital. As I 
have said before every Shriner should go 
and tour Our hospital to truly see what a 
great thing our Brotherhood does for “our” 
Kids. This was all of our first time to go to 
Hospital Day’s but I’m sure that it won’t be 
the last. Unfortunatly Billy Big Rigger was 
unable to attend.

We went to the lovely town of Anthon 
Iowa on May 28th to participate in the 
annual Kids Day parade, with our trailer 
pulled by our super trucker Billy Big 
Rigger. This is one of our favorite parades 
every year as the crowds are great and the 

streets are fairly narrow so the Ram can 
spray the maximum number of people. 
We had a great showing with 9 members 
plus our Illustrious Potentate joining in on 
the fun. We had Pote Noel in the place of 
Highest Honor atop the mighty Red Ram, 
I’m not sure that he felt it was the highest 
honor but he rode it anyway. Thankfully the 
Ram was in a good mood and didn’t spray 
our fearless leader. May 28th also featured 
the graduation party of the youngest 
Crew member Thomas Young. Way to go 

IOWA GREAT LAKES SHRINE
16th Annual

SummER
ICE CREAm SOCIAL 

July 10th, 2016
4:00p.m.--7:00p.m.

  
Dickinson County Expo Bldg.

on the Fairgrounds, Spirit Lake

Sloppy Joes, Chips, Beverage 
& Ice Cream with all the Toppings

$5 Adults • $3 Students 
Children under 5 FREE

Raffle Tickets For many Prizes
An Auction Will Follow Raffle Drawing
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continued from previous page Chanters
(photos on opposite page)
The Abu Bekr Chanters are pictured 

performing in Charter Oak at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church. They traveled there with 
the parade units participating in the temple 
movement for the Charter Oak 125th 
anniversary.

The second picture finds a “Big Bad 
Wolf ” appearing unexpectedly during a 
song about “Little Red Riding Hood.” The 
Chanters, of course, were taken by surprise 
and immediately proceeded to get the beast 
under control. Some think he resembles a 
Chanter from Nebraska. It may be someone 
from near Thurston County.

The performance at Charter Oak 
was the first time in many years that the 
Chanters have participated in a temple 
movement. It appeared that the crowd 
enjoyed the performance very much. 
Chanter members able to be there seemed 
to enjoy the opportunity to perform. The 
hospitality at St. John’s was terrific and the 
food was great. We thank Pastor Merrill for 
making this performance possible.

We also thank our director, Mike 
Berger, for all his efforts in getting us 
organized and prepared. Thank you to 
Jeremy Owens for his work at the piano. He 
really makes the difference in the way we 
sound.

The Chanters are traveling to Sioux 
Falls on Sunday, June 26. They will be 
performing along with Chanter Groups 
from El Riad, Yelduz, Tangier, and Kem 
Temples. This performance is a result of 
no Chanter competition at MSA this year. 
The free will offering will be donated to the 
Minneapolis Shrine Hospital. June is a big 
month this year.

We will be taking the month of July off. 
There will be no practices. It will be a good 
time to join up with us when we resume 
practices in August. We will be getting 
some new music according to director 
Berger.

Tom Gustafson

we thank them so much. Once again Billy 
Big Rigger was able to find the staging area 
with only 3 phone calls to prez Pat.

The last couple of items I’m going to 
touch on are all coming up in the next 
couple of weeks so here we go July 2nd will 
find us in Sac City IA at the home of Jack 
Phillips for the annual parade though Sac, 3 
pm parade 2 pm lineup with oasis to follow 
at Jacks house. Jack and Jackie put on a 
great spreadso try and come out. Please 
note the date change from the usual 4th of 
July. I’m sure that Billy Big Rigger will drive 
right to it as we line up under the town’s 
only water tower.

July 4th we will be in Bronson IA for 
a 9am lineup and 10am parade. We will 
meet west of the school in the old parking 
lot. July 9th we will be strutting our stuff 
in Lawton IA who’s pride and joy is home 
town boy and our own Billy Big Rigger 
Cody Myers for a 9am line up that I think 
is at the school on the East side of town. 
Cody has promised that he is supplying 
all the refreshments for any Shriner that 
comes out and helps celebrate the big day. 
I’m not a hundred percent sure what we are 
having but he did mention Kool-Aid and 
saltine crackers.

The next item coming up is the Stated 
meeting on July 13th which is covered in 
other sections of this paper much better 
than I could so I will just say attend and help 
to restructure the MTA as this is another 
step to improving our amazing facility. You 
will need your dues card and Fez to attend 
as the Provost will be checking at the door. 
Yes Billy Big Rigger this includes you also.

The Iowa Shrine Bowl game is July 
23rd in Cedar Falls in the UNI Dome The 
crew will be taking the Bell and Jeep out 
for the parade. This is a great time and 
the dome is a pleasant 72 degrees for the 
game. A few rooms are still available. An 
interesting quick tour while in Cedar Falls 
is the John Deere Tractor museum which is 
sure to make Billy Big Rigger slobber like 
crazy.

That wraps up what I am going to 
cover for this month so until next time 
keep Ringing The Bell for the Kids.

Matt Plummer, Scribe

our lineup spot a good 45 minutes before 
kickoff. That my friends are how you win 
the eternal admiration of COS George 
Q I’m not quite sure why he brought the 
Sherriff right over to meet with us. While 
we were waiting a beautiful young woman 
and her mother stopped and talked to Jeff 
Z in order to thank us for all we do for Our 
kids she stated that she has been a patient 
of our hospital system for the past 17 years 
and wanted to thank us for everything we 
had done for her. Well you know that the 
Crew being full of sex symbols can’t turn 
down an opportunity for a photo op so we 
all lined up in front of the Bell and got a 
picture with them. The parade route was 
like reminiscing of the stories that Dad 
told of going to school, uphill both ways. 
It was just missing the wolves and 15 feet 
of snow. The people of the committee had a 
great staging area and a fantastic lunch and 

Thomas.
June 11th found the Crew in the town 

of Allen Ne. for our first temple movement, 
I myself had to work but I hear that all of 
our equipment performed without a hitch 
as always. There was talk of it being a little 
warm but I’m thinking that it is just an over 
exaggeration. The worse complaining was 
heard from Billy Big Rigger who isn’t used 
to not having A/C. We once again had a 
great turnout for the parade.

June 18th found us lining up for the 
second Temple movement in the hometown 
of the Crews own Brian Henschen Charter 
Oak, IA however Brian was unable to 
attend and it was noted by numerous 
local ladies who claim to have been lady 
friends, I sure hope that Leann realizes she 
married a former player. The Crew was 
on the ball and we were unloaded and in 

Sheldon Menin
General Manager

I-Go
Van & Storage Co.
3701 Southgate Dr., P.O. Box 1916
Sioux City, IA 51102

Business: 712-258-7568
Cell: 712-389-8385

Fax: 712-255-9154
Toll Free: 800-798-7568
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Lady Jean’s Fundraiser
I am having a quilt raffle this 
year as my project to benefit the 
Abu Bekr Ladies Auxiliary and 
the Minneapolis Shrine Hospital 
Camp Fund. There are two quilts 
to be raffled off. One was pieced 
and quilted by Shirley Dunlop, 
widow of Noble Bill Dunlop, and 
one pieced by me. There will be 
two tickets drawn at the Potentate’s 
Celebration on Sept. 24th, with 
first drawn to get choice. The 
tickets are $5.00 for one ticket or 
$10.00 for three tickets. Tickets 
are available at the Shrine office. 
Thank you for helping me help the 
children.

Jean

this spring. The Sunday after the golf 
tournament they were in Clarkson for 
Czech days, then to Tekamah for July 4 
Wayne Chicken Show on July 9 and many 
more parades this summer. We thank 
Brian and Amy Bowers for the Oasis they 
provided after Czech days and Russ and 
Melissa Urbanec for the Oasis after the 
Chicken Show Parade. They are always fun 
and really appreciated.

Tom Gustafson

Phone: 712-873-5115
Fax: 712-873-5114
Cell: 712-870-1230

201 North 1st Street
Moville, IA 51039

Cornhuskers
(photo right-above)
Captain “Chopper” and the 

Cornhuskers wait to parade at the Charter 
Oak 125th anniversary parade. It was a 
great day in Charter Oak and the people of 
Charter Oak were a pleasure to be with at 
their celebration.

The Cornhuskers were at Allen for 
their Q125 celebration the week before. It 
was also a great time with an Oasis in an 
air conditioned room. It was a very hot day 
so the air conditioning was very welcome. 
It was good to see the people from our area 
in the crowd.

Saturday, June 25 was the annual golf 
tournament and steak feed. Noble “Bernie” 
Roeber was at his best with a great job on 
the steaks. Thank you Bernie and thank 
you to all who came and participated.

The club has been busy parading 
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for Decatur because it was a paid parade.  
Payne Sargisson, Phil Hane and I got to 
the shed early to load the bikes, fill the gas 
tanks, air up the tires and wash the bikes 
before the parade and we made it to the 
parade 10 minutes before it started.  Boy, 
that was a close call.  Phil, Payne and I also 
learned what screw to turn to drain the 
carburetors or keep them from draining 
all over the ground.  Thanks go out to Phil 
Hane, Payne Sargisson, Mark Jahde, Colin 
Ross, Roger Merrill and myself for being 
able to participate.  Mark Jahde said that it 
finally felt good to have something between 
his legs that he could see and feel.  Anything 
to please, Mark.

We also worked two card dealing in 
June.  The first was on the same day as the 
Allen, NE Temple Movement, but actually 
later that night.  Payne Sargisson, Mayon 
Chartier, Roger Merrill, Phil Hane and 
myself dealt for a couple of hours for the 
Sergeant Bluff Alumni Banquet.  Potentate 
Noel Plummer who apparently is an 
alumni of Sergeant Bluff was there and I 
took all of his money within 15 minutes 
of him approaching my table.  Sorry Noel.  
Better luck next time.  Noel, next time call 
1-800- BETS OFF.  On Friday, June 17th, 
we had a card dealing for the Sioux City 
Country Club.  The folks at the S.C.C.C. are 
a bunch of wonderful people and we enjoy 

Cycle Corps
Boy, June was a hot month.  I never 

thought that we were ever going to get 
out of the 90 degree weather with all that 
humidity.  Speaking of “hot” June was a 
hot month for the Cycle Corps.  We had 
one parades and two card dealings.  The 
Cycle Corps was unable to attend the 
first Temple Movement in Allen, NE on 
Saturday, June 11th, because we didn’t have 
enough people to ride.  The second parade 
that we attended was in Decatur, NE on 
Saturday, June 18th, the same day as the 
second Temple Movement.  We apologize 
to Potentate Noel Plummer for not being 
able to make the Charter Oak parade, but 
due to money issues, we had to opt out 

dealing for them whenever they call.  The 
problem is that it seems to always be on a 
Friday afternoon when I can’t participate.  
Fortunately, Payne Sargisson & grandson 
Will, Larry Clausen, Gary Cameron and 
Phil Hane were able to accommodate 
these fine folks. Thanks guys for being 
so dedicated.   Everything went well and 
everyone had a great time.

It appears that our next parade will 
be in Schaller, IA for “Popcorn Days” on 
Saturday, July 9, 2016.  The parade starts at 
10:00 AM, so I’m sure Phil will want Payne 
and I to be at the shed way earlier to load 
up the bikes again and haul them.  Phil, I’ll 
try not to forget the 4 batteries this time, 
that are charging at my house.

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, July 6, 2016 at 7:30 PM at 
the Shrine Temple.  We hope to see all 
our members there and participate in our 
meetings and events.

Until next month, remember...keep 
the rubber down and the chrome up.

Sheldon Menin, Secretary/
Scribe

Vintage Wheels
The Vintage Wheels unit got off to a 

great parade season with twelve cars for 
the Morningside Days Parade on May 
19, twelve cars for the Spring Dust Off 
on Saturday, May 21 and, twelve cars for 
the Annual Cherokee Rodeo Parade on 
Saturday, June 4th. Just could not make the 
‘baker’s dozen’ or more! But, we are thankful 

for the new and seasoned members making 
the commitment to support unit activities, 
parade commitments and faithfully 
represent the Shrine in support of our 
hospitals. The Cherokee parade always ends 
near the rodeo grounds on Hwy 59 South...
very convenient as we had reservations for 
dinner at Danny’s Sports Spot right at the 
parade conclusion. Always great food and 
service.

The next outing for the VW unit was 
our Temple Movement to Allen, Nebraska 
June 11th... home town of our unit president 
Noble Dean Chase and Lady Sandy plus 
unit members Noble Jerry Schroeder and 
Lady Donna and Noble Dale Strivens and 
Lady Barbara. Gotta love going to Big Red 
Country....the temperature was HOT but 
the parade attendance was great and food 
& hospitality was true Big Red! We had 
eleven classics in this parade.

Up next was the Temple Movement to 
Charter Oak on June 18th produced another 
eleven cars...can we say ‘snake eyes?’ The 
weather was quite warm but again a very 
appreciative audience. Probably would 
have had more VW members making the 
jaunt to Charter Oak had it not been for a 
untimely wind storm which left several of 
us (this scribe included) without power, 
power lines down, limbs to remove etc....

This VW member would definitely 
prefer parading vs storm clean-up. My Abu 
Bekr News Vintage Wheel notes are several 
miles from where I am typing this article...
sooooo....VW members...read your e-mail 
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Dear Nobles,
We have some exciting news to share 

with you. On Saturday, July 2 fellow Shriner 
David Ragan will be driving the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children’s® Healing Power of 
Love racecar designed by patient, Hailey 
Randall, at the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 
Coke Zero 400 in Daytona, Fla.

Hailey, a patient at Shriners Hospitals 
for Children — Twin Cities, created the 
winning design during the system-wide 
contest this past spring. Hailey will wear 
her custom fire suit and watch as David 
races the car with her winning design 
around the one-mile track.  

Here’s how you too can be part of the 
Healing Power of Love:  

Take the 50 Ticket Challenge: Work 
together with your fellow Shriners to 
purchase at least 50 tickets to the Daytona 
NASCAR race. Discounted tickets, 
preferred parking and Pit Road tours are 
available when your goal is reached. A 
portion of ticket sales will be contributed to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Click here 
to download a flyer with more information.

Join fellow Shriners on Saturday July 2 
at 7:30 pm at Champions Sports Bar at the 
Tampa Marriott Waterside when you are in 
town for Imperial Session. Grab dinner and 
watch the race as David Ragan represents 
Shriners Hospitals for Children in his 

Healing Power 
of Love 

Race Car

Healing Power of Love car.  
Host your own Healing Power of Love 

racecar reveal party. Invite your friends 
over to watch the Coke Zero 400 on July 2. 
It’s a great opportunity to celebrate Shriners 
International and Shriners Hospitals for 
Children.  

Since naming our health care system 
his official charity of choice in 2008, 
David Ragan has used his popularity to 
increase awareness and raise funds for 
Shriners Hospitals. Join him in celebrating 
the accomplishments of patients like 
Hailey who can do all the things she loves 
thanks to Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
Participating in activities like this is just 
another way we send Love to the rescue®.

Yours in the faith,
Jerry G. Gantt, Imperial 

Potentate

The Abu Bekr News has been recognized for Excellence in 
Temple Communications by Shriners International.

We were noted for our eye catching front page, good variety 
of stores, high resolution photos and promoting national 

Shriners Hospitals stories.

Two newsletters were recognized, this year we were honored 
alongside Arabain Tales from El Zaribah in Pheonix, AZ. 

Keep the great articles coming!!

We Are 
An Award 
Winner!!

from Secretary Knowler and President 
Chase for upcoming parade information. 
I am aware that we have a paid parade 
in Woodbine Iowa at 11am on Saturday, 
July 9th, a paid parade in Marcus Iowa on 
August 13 and our annual trip to Grand 
Meadow on Sunday, September 11th.

Shrine History:
68 new Abu Bekr Nobles of the Mystic 

Shrine were welcomed in 1969.
(what happened through the year?)

Do you remember? He became a 
member of Landmark Lodge and Scottish 
Rite in 1943, a member of Abu Bekr in 
1944 and served as Captain of the Guard 
and Master of Landmark Lodge in 1969. 
And, was our Potentate in 1976.....the late 
Illustrious Sir Harry Batcheller.

Until next month...stay cool...
especially your classic car cooling system.

Larry L. Finley, Scribe

Membership 
Committee

Greetings Nobles, Ladies, Masons, 
and animals or other living beings that 
are reading this. Membership committee 
hosted an all Masonic information night at 
the temple on June 8th 2016. We want to 
apologize ahead of time for not advertising 
it in our monthly newsletter as we set the 
date after the deadline and before the next 
issue came out. Here is a recap of our event. 
We had approximately two and a half weeks 
to plan this event, line up speakers, and 
more importantly, actually get potential 

Masons and Shrine candidates to come and 
listen. Although the number of speakers/
hosts outweighed… outnumbered the 
guests here is what we had. Noble Mark 
Harmon came to speak about Blue Lodge 
and Scottish Rite Masonry, Noble CW 
Miller was in attendance to speak on 
behalf of York Rite Masonry, Sue Berry 
spoke on behalf of Order of the Eastern 
Star and Daughters of the Nile, Noble 
Ben Nordstrom spoke on behalf of his 
experiences with DeMolay, we had Rainbow 
Girls there with their Worthy Matron and 
our own Illustrious Sir Noel Plummer 
spoke on behalf of Shriner’s International. 

continued on next page



12  July 2016 Abu Bekr News

TRANSPORTATION FUND DONATIONS
From May 16, 2016   to June 20, 2016

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund or the Building Improvement Fund. You may write only one check if you would 
like to honor more than one individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr. 

Mail to: Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of            Building Improvement Fund

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

If you would like to be on an email list to be notified 

of any Black Camels – please Email your request to 

barbc@abubekr.com

with “Notify of Black Camels” in the subject line.

continued from previous page

◊	Kenneth Escher
Vernon & Nora Campbell
Harlan Shrine T-Patrol
Alan & Jan Jensen
Phil & JoEllen Nugent
Larry & Linda Reep

◊	Chuck Logan
Howard Logan

Black Camels
◊	 James A. Andresen

◊	Kenneth L. Escher

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	 Jack & Norma Stevenson

HONORING
◊	 In Honor of Phil 

Severson’s Mother, 
Father, Relatives & 
Friends
Phil Severson

MEMORIALS
◊	Linda Conolly

Chanters

◊	 Irene Crampton
Animal Unit
Golden Leaf Lodge #595
Alan & Jan Jensen
Phil & JoEllen Nugent

Now, what about the candidates? We had 
five prospective individuals come listen 
to our presentation. Two were Brothers of 
the craft, 1 was cold sands that night, the 
other will be. Three other prospects had 
petitions to join in their hands that night 
and had expressed interest in our fraternity 
and philanthropy. WHAT A SUCCUESS!! 
After the presentation, a social at the Elbon 
was in order of course, where Nobles got 
to meet and have a conversation with each 
other and the candidates. It was there 
where conversations centered around 
membership, their roles, responsibilities, 
and what “we”(membership committee) 
should be doing. I was intrigued at the 
topic of this conversation and in my almost 
2 weeks of dwelling on what was said here 
is my response as a whole.

Membership is a big word. For 
some not so much, but for others it is. 
It(membership) has 10 letters. It is also 
formed from the base of two words; 
member and ship.

Webster’s Dictionary Defines 
“member” as:

1. An individual thing or organization 
belonging to a group.

2. A constituent piece of a complex 
structure. Synonyms (like meaning 
words) consist of: constituent, element, 
component, part, piece, portion, unit.

So all of us Nobles are members, but 
are we all membership? Let’s have a look a 
little bit more.

Webster’s Dictionary defines “ship” as:
1. A vessel larger than a boat for 

transporting people or goods by sea.
Vessel is a synonym for “ship” and if we 

research the definition of vessel it will tell 
you the same thing for ship, however, there 
is an Old English definition that caught my 
attention. In biblical use, “vessel”, is used to 
describe a person, especially regarded or 
embodying a particular quality. Interesting! 
So, how does this all tie together?, you 
might ask. Well, my interpretation of this is 
that all of our nobility embody a particular 
quality based upon our Masonic oaths 
and foundations of brotherly love, relief 

Sunshine Fund 
of Abu Bekr

Nobles, both financially and health wise, many of our 
Nobles are in need of our support and prayers. So we 
are starting a relief fund called Sunshine Fund of Abu 
Bekr Shrine to assist our Nobles in a time of need. We 
will use these funds generously, since they were given 
so generously, for those who need our help to continue 
their membership.

Please help us help our brothers by sending in a 
donation for the fund along with your 2015 dues.

Thank You
 Abu Bekr Membership
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Graphic 
Design

Business Cards, Logos, 
Letterhead, Posters

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

and truth, and are regarded well in our 
communities. We are also members of the 
greatest fraternity and philanthropy in the 
world. WE (ALL OF NOBILITY) are the 
vessel to more members, new and old (re-
instated). Membervessel is not a word and 
looks goofy to use as such so they picked 
“Membership”. So, YES WE ARE ALL A 
PART OF MEMBERSHIP! We are all part 
of an awesome organization and we all 
have an obligation to work together at a 
common goal. We are a team! A unit! We 
are all membership! I leave you with this. A 
simple challenge.

1. We challenge YOU AND YOUR 
LADY to become an active mentor to new 
and re-instated nobles. Make that phone 
call and invite them to a function, parade, 
fundraiser, social or even dinner and cards. 
You never know you just might make a new 
friendship over it!

2. We challenge YOU to log in to 
Shrinersvillage.com and become a virtual 
mentor as well!

3. We challenge YOU to get a list of 
names, addresses and phone numbers of 
good men that would make good masons 
and masons that aren’t Shriner’s on that list 
too. Give that list to your unit membership 
chairman so that he can relay that 
information at our committee meetings.

4. We challenge YOU to attend our 
monthly membership meetings and get 
involved with the process. Our meetings 
are open meetings, ALL NOBLES ARE 
WELCOME TO ATTEND. We meet on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 7:15 
p.m. in the Elbon. It’s sorta like politics, if 
you complain about the president but don’t 
vote, you don’t have any room to talk. So 
come and share some ideas and help spread 
the brotherly love that unites and cements 
us!

5. We challenge YOU to be 
MEMBERSHIP!

DO YOU ACCEPT THESE 
CHALLENGES? WE HOPE YOU DO!

DeJay Langel

Twin Cities 
Hospital

Summer is here and that means hot 
weather, thunderstorms, parades, and 
family fun. The scheduling for our May 
TC-SHC Board of Governors meeting 
didn’t allow me time to craft an article and 
make the Abu Bekr News deadline. There is 
much to report, so let me share what’s been 
happening at your Twin Cites- Shriners 
Hospital for Children.

The first annual Gala was a big success. 
There were 400 guests in attendance and 
the event grossed $157,000. Net proceeds 
from the Gala were $86,000. The donated 
funds from the Gala are pledged to the 
purchase and help fund the associated costs 
of the new EOS imaging machine. Thank 
you to all who attended and supported the 
event.

That same weekend, the TC-SHC 
hosted the annual Hospital Day. Attendance 
was terrific. Over 550 Shriners and their 
Ladies were in attendance to tour the 
hospital and meet with staff. There was a 
nice group of Nobles and Ladies from Abu 
Bekr including Ill. Sir Noel Plummer and 
Lady Jean. The new Hospital Day format 
that was developed last year is a hit with 
everyone involved. Guests are able to tour 
the hospital and view staff presentations 
every 30 minutes. The new POPS lab 
now has the new prosthetic carver up and 
running. The “carver” is a new state-of-the-
art computer aided design and fabrication 
unit that will be producing prosthetics and 
braces for our Shrine patients in the Twin 
Cities, Chicago, and Lexington SHC. This 
new machine will deliver better fitting 
prosthetics and provide cost savings to the 
Shrine Hospital system. Make sure to mark 
your calendar for next year’s Hospital Day, 
May 20, 2017 and plan to make a trip to the 
Twin Cities to join the festivities.

A quick update on the EOS 3-D 
imaging machine project. An architect has 
been contracted to redesign the existing 

radiology area to accommodate the new 
equipment. Bids will be solicited in August 
and the construction will be completed by 
the end of October.

The Board of Governors held its 
June meeting in Rochester, Minnesota. 
Our meeting was extended to two days to 
facilitate tours of the Mayo Clinic facility 
and to meet with the administration and 
physicians who lead the Mayo Clinic 
Children’s Center. There were several 
presenters who covered a wide range of 
topics that are challenges for both Mayo 
and Shriners Hospitals. The administrative 
wheels continue to grind slowly both at 
Mayo and at SHC Headquarters as both 
organizations work on potential areas of 
collaboration that will be beneficial to both 
Shriners and Mayo.

One amazing piece of technology 
that Mayo has brought on-line in the last 
year is the Proton Beam cancer treatment 
clinic located in the Jacobson Building of 
the Mayo campus. This state-of-the-art 
treatment system is one of only eight in the 
United States. The proton beam “zaps” the 
tumor with a specific energy that destroys 
the tumor layer by layer. The Proton Beam 
clinic was made possible through a $100 
million donation by a gentleman from Des 
Moines, Mr. Jacobson.

As more information is made available 
that I can share regarding the Shriners 
Hospital for Children and Mayo Clinic, I 
will pass it along to you.

Again, our message needs to be to all 
continued on next page
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Nobles and their Ladies… we need more 
new patients for our doctors to treat at 
the Twin Cities SHC. Don’t be shy, if you 
see a child that has a condition that our 
hospital can treat, share the great news of 
Shriners Hospital for Children with that 
child’s parent. There is an abundance of 
support materials in the Shrine office for 
you to distribute to potential patients. It’s 
as simple as calling an 800 phone number 
to start the patient screening process. Stop 
in the Shrine office and pick up a few Twin 
Cities SHC business cards… don’t leave 
home without them!

Congratulations to the Nebraska 
Shrine Bowl for hosting an outstanding 
game and educational activities for the 
Shrine Bowl players. A “Beyond the Field” 
event was held at Nebraska Wesleyan in 
Lincoln where Shrine Game players were 
given the opportunity to interact with 
Shrine patients. This is the first year for 
the Nebraska “Beyond the Field” event. 
The Iowa Shrine Bowl has hosted a similar 
event for several years. The benefits of 
the in-state event offer a savings of both 
time and travel expense in traveling to the 
Twin Cities SHC. Also, because of HIPAA, 
players are afforded the opportunity to 
interact directly with Shrine patients.

The Cornhuskers traveled with our 
Li’l Red Trucks to Kearney, Nebraska for 

continued from previous page

The Abu Bekr Cycle Corps has Honda 
Rebel 250cc bikes looking for new riders.

Call Phil Hane at 712.898.9705 or come to a 
meeting, 1st Wednesday, 7:30, Elbon for more info.

FREE 
MOTORCYCLES

OK the fine print: 
You don’t actually get to take the bike home. 
You do get to ride with a great group of guys.

We pay for all the gas and upkeep and storage. 
Your fez will not slow you down in a parade.
A valid motorcycle license is required to ride.

Dues are a measly $15 after the first year.

All you have to do to get your 
hands on one is join the unit!!!

and there are no dues for the first year

Know someone who would 
make a good Shriner? Use 
these websites to get them 

more information.

beashrinernow.com

shrinersvillage.com

the Shrine Bowl Parade and joined the 
Nobles of Tangier, Sesostris, and Tehama 
Shriners. It was a great parade! Joining the 
Cornhuskers was Ill. Sir Noel Plummer. 
It’s nice that Ill. Sir Noel feels just as 
comfortable in a Li’l Red Truck as he does 
in his mighty MOPAR.

I would like to offer thanks to 
Illustrious Sir Ron Nielsen. Ill. Sir Ron 
and the Nobles of Tehama Shriners rolled 
out the red carpet to the Nobles, Ladies, 
Players, Cheerleaders, and Band members 
in Kearney. The Shrine Football Game, 
Parade, Players Banquet, and hospitality 
room were all first-class.

One of the highlights of the Nebraska 
Shine Bowl is the Nebraska Grand Lodge 
Masonic All-Star Band. This year 266 high 
school band members participated in 
the five day band camp on the campus of 
UNK. Every last detail of the band camp is 
executed to perfection thanks to Nebraska 
Grand Lodge office manager, Michelle 
Fulmer and her team of volunteers. 
Yes, Past Grand Masters are lugging 
instruments, handing out sunscreen, and 
patrolling dorm hallways after curfew! I 
was very proud to have my son, Christian, 
as a member of this year’s Masonic All-
Star Marching Band. I have to say, as a 
Cornhusker Marching Band Alum, I get 
goose bumps when I hear the band play… 
there is “NO PLACE” like Nebraska. It 
would be my hope that someday the Grand 

Lodge of Iowa could offer a Masonic All-
Star Band camp experience for the high 
school students of Iowa to join in the 
festivities of the Iowa Shrine Bowl. In 
Nebraska… Strong Legs RUN & MARCH 
so that Weak Legs may Walk.

As always, if you would like me to visit 
your club or unit meetings to talk about 
your Twin Cities SHC, please give me a 
call. Stay cool, and stay safe, on the parade 
circuit.

Yours in the Faith,
David G. Krogh, P.P., 

Twin Cites SHC Board of 
Governors

The Company You Keep
www.newyorklife.com

James M. “Jim” Lane
Agent

2 S. Hidden Acres Drive
Sioux City, IA 51108

Bus. 712-279-8856
Fax 712-279-8828  

jollytime.com ©APCC2015
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Remember
Buy 1 burger, get 
another 1/2 price

ELBON EVENTS
July 6 Burger Night 5-7  
July 13 Burger Night 5-7

Summer hours start in July.
1st & 2nd Wednesdays only.

White Horse 
Mounted Patrol

Clubroom rental available for 
parties, receptions, reunions, etc.

Located in a country setting at 1689 Old Highway 141

Manager - Jim Lane 712-574-0748
Asst. Manager - Rich Porter 712-253-8869

Parade Booking - Leon Bruns (NE) 402-922-0114
Barn - 712-943-4682 www.abubekr.com/whmp
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Calendar of Events

If you have an event coming up for your Shrine Unit, Lodge or any Masonic Body be sure to send it to 
AbuBekrNews@live.com. Include all the particulars -- who, what, where, when -- and we will list for everyone to see.gray boxes denote Monday

August 2016
1

2

3 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

4

5

6 Harlan T-Patrol Golf Tournament

7

8

9

10 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

11

12

13

14

15 Abu Bekr News Deadline

16

17

18

19

20

21 Shrine Picnic

22

23

24

25

26

27 Scimitar Potetate's Ball, Little Rock

28

29

30

31

July 2016
1

2

3

4 Independence Day

5

6 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

7

8

9

10 Mini-Indy's Ice Cream Social, Spirit Lake Expo Building, 4-7pm

11

12

13 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

14

15

16

17

18 Abu Bekr News Deadline

19

20

21

22

23 Iowa Shrine Football Game

24

25

26

27

28

29 All Iowa Masonic Golf, Marshalltown Iowa, 11:30am, 
contact Marshall Lodge 108 to register

30

31

ImperIal 
SeSSIon

Tampa, Fl
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