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wasn’t a Shriner and Divan member.
My intentions for the coming year 

are to continue down the path we are on. 
I do not anticipate any major changes, only 
a few refinements as the need arises. Our 
Board of Directors management system 
is working well and we will continue with 
it. Membership is a concern since it keeps 
slipping and we are all looking for that 
magic cure to correct that problem. We 
must remember that all Nobles are the 
membership committee. Be visible, be 
positive and excited that you are a Shriner 
and make others wonder what they are 
missing because they aren’t.

Part of this year’s budget is dedicated 
to publicity in the form of an awareness 
program. It will be a low key approach, 
attempting to make the public aware of 
what we do and who we are. We have been 
a well-kept secret for too many years!

Thanks RC and Val as well as all the 
Divan for a wonderful and fun filled year. 
We will do our best to live up to your 
expectations and hopes in the coming year. 
There will be successes and failures and 
with your help THERE WILL BE MORE 
SUCCESSES than failures and all of us will 
have an outstanding year.

Last but far from least, thank you for 
all the invitations to Christmas parties and 
Installations, Jean and I will attend as many 
as we can but I regret to say it has to be on a 
first come basis. It is not that we don’t want 
to be there but someone else asked first.

Dates and times to remember
December 31
New Years eve Party 8 P.M. at the 

Elbon
Advance Tickets at the Shrine office
January 9
Stated Meeting 6:30 P.M.
Divan Installation 7:00 P.M.
Reception and music by the Velaires
January 16
Unit Seminar 2:30 P.M
Dinner by the Chef ’s unit 5:00 P.M.
All Unit Installation 6:30 P.M.
Music to follow by D.J.
Respectfully submitted by

Chief Rabban, Noel 
Plummer

Mini-Indy’s
We met at the Prime Rib with the 

Spencer Shrine Club, ATV  Club with 
the Iowa Great Lakes Mini-Indy’s and 
also the potentate with Divan members. 
This was to Install  Officers for the New 
Year. The Christmas party/ installation 
of officers went really well and looking 
forward another great year. The ATV will 
be getting there New machines. As for the 
Mini- Indy’s we will be trying to get new 
members so we can keep running our unit.  
So if anyone and I mean anyone wants to 
try us out. You sure can because the saying 
goes:  “NOTHING BEATS A FAILURE 
BUT A TRY.”  This year we went from the 
East to the West to the South and even to 
the North. To get people to ride with us.  I 
want to Thank all that helped us this year. 
Next year is going  to be a  true test to how 
we can keep running. Everybody loves 
a true test. (right) There were given two 
plaques.  One to the ATV and the other to 
Iowa Great Lakes Mini-Indys Club.  

In 2013 it was started that in each club 
there were one or two men that stands 
out!!! “For Answering the Call  Over And 
Above The Call OF Duty!!!” We pick one 
or two each year. This Year there are two in 
each Unit.

We even have two in mind for next 
year,  do you think you could be next in 
line! 

We will get back to you on that!   Live’n 
the Dream and Smiling doing it!!

 Part time scribe    lol
Terry Kinnetz

Chaplain’s 
Message

The Carpenter’s Tools—Author 
Unknown

Brother Hammer served as the 
chairman. The other members of the tool 
belt informed him that he must leave, 
because he was too noisy. But brother 
Hammer said, “If I have to leave this 
carpenter’s shop, then brother Gimlet must 
go too. He’s insignificant and makes a very 
small impression.” (A gimlet is a small tool 
with a screw point, grooved shank, and a 
cross handle for boring holes). Little brother 
Gimlet arose and said, “All right, but brother 
Screwdriver must go also. You have to turn 
him around and around to get anywhere 
with him.” Brother Screwdriver turned to 
the other tools in the belt and said, “If you 
wish, I will go, but brother Plane must leave 
too. All of his work is on the surface; there’s 
no depth to what he does.” To this brother 
Plane leveled his terse reply, “Well, then, 
brother Saw will have to depart too. The 
changes he proposes always cut too deep.” 
Brother Saw complained, saying, “Brother 
Ruler will have to withdraw if I leave, for 
he’s always measuring other folks as though 
he were the only one who is right.” Brother 
Ruler then surveyed the group and said, 
“Brother Sandpaper doesn’t belong here 
either. He’s rougher than he ought to be, 

Potentate-Elect’s 
Message

As I look forward to 2016 the first 
thing that comes to mind is a thank you to 
the Nobles who voted for me at the stated 
meeting. I will do my best to live up to your 
expectations and promote both Abu Bekr 
and Shriners. I was a little nervous about 
the election because RC had mentioned 
something about a second term but he 
decided against it at the last minute. I 
also want to congratulate our new Divan 
members and hope your coming years 
on the Divan are as enjoyable for you as 
they have been for me. When I accepted 
the Divan appointment from Illustrious 
Sir Wayne Peterson, my wife and friends 
thought I was out of my mind, and I guess 
I did too for a little while but it has proved 
to be one of the best decisions I ever 
made. I don’t know how much good I have 
accomplished for Abu Bekr but it has let 
me meet some of the best friends I could 
ever hope to have. Last Saturday night we 
were invited to the Aides Christmas party 
and when I looked around the room and 
as we sat there visiting there wasn’t one 
person in that room I would have met if I 

White Horse 
Mounted Patrol

Clubroom rental available for 
parties, receptions, reunions, etc.

Located in a country setting at 1689 Old Highway 141

Manager - Jim Lane 712-574-0748
Asst. Manager - Rich Porter 712-253-8869

Parade Booking - Leon Bruns (NE) 402-922-0114
•	 Ron Michenor (IA) 712-259-3247

Barn - 712-943-4682 www.abubekr.com/whmp

219 W. 7th St
Sioux City, IA 51103

712.224.2090
Executive Recruiting
877-240-1004

We’ll Help You Find Them.

We Create Solutions.
Talented Employees?Looking For

www.jleusa.com
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and is always rubbing people the wrong 
way.” In the midst of the discussion, the 
Carpenter of Nazareth walked in. He had 
come to perform his day’s work. He put on 
His tool belt and went to the workbench 
to make a pulpit. He employed the ruler, 
the saw, the plane, the hammer, the gimlet, 
the screwdriver, the sandpaper, and all the 
other tools. When the day’s work was over, 
the pulpit was finished, and the carpenter 
went home. All the accusations against 
each of these tools were absolutely true, yet 
the carpenter used every one of them. No 
matter which tool He used, no other tool 
could have done the work better.

As we enter this New Year, it is my 
prayer, that we realize that we are all 
different and that we all have been blessed 
with different talents. If each of us uses 
are God given talents, to the best of our 
abilities, we can make a difference in the 
world. Yes, people will complain about 
you and you will probably complain about 
others, but remember we all have those 
different blessings and when we put them 
together and work together we can make a 
difference. Happy New Year and make sure 
you use all the tools in your “tool belt”.

Neil L. Peck, Chaplain

Clown Unit
Celebrating 60 Years!!! 1956 - 2016
Welcome to 2016, it’s a new year and it 

is our hope that everyone had a wonderful 
holiday season celebrating with friends and 
family.

This year the Abu Bekr Clown Unit is 
celebrating 60 years of being an organized 
unit at Abu Bekr. In the early 1950’s a group 
of guys from the Oriental Band began to 
parade with the band dressed as clowns. By 
the mid 50’s, the group began to petition 
the Divan to form their own unit. In 1956, 
under the leadership of Leo “Dad” Jenkins, 
the clowns were granted permission to 
form their own unit and they became the 
Abu Bekr Shrine Clown Unit. In the early 
years of the unit only 10 members could 
be active clowns and everyone else were 
known as social members. If one of the 
active 10 missed more than three meetings 
or functions without cause, they were 
dropped to the social list and the top man 
on the social list was added to the active 
list. This rule was dropped by the early 
1970’s. There will be a full history of the 
Clowns write up with some pictures in an 
upcoming issue of Abu Bekr News and 
Clown Alley Magazine.

The clowns participated in a couple 
of events in December. First we had 
three clowns that entertained and made 
balloons for the kids on December 5th at 
the Temple for the Hospital Kids Christmas 
Party. Secondly, we had five members that 
went to Bod Roe’s Pizza on Transit Ave. to 
participate in a Christmas party for less 
fortunate children of Siouxland. There 
we made balloons and entertain the kids. 
Thank you to those who were able to 
participate in those wonderful events.

As we get through the winter months 
and begin to approach the active season, 
upcoming parades, picnics, and any other 
functions that we schedule will be posted 
on our Facebook page as well as listed 
here in Abu Bekr News, and will be read 
at the meetings. Keep in mind that the 
continued success of our unit depends on 
our members participating in the events 
that we have throughout the year, so please 
attempt to be as active as possible. We do 
not ask you to participate in everything 
that is scheduled, but please try to make 
some of the events.

Remember that February 17th - 20th 
we have the ISCA Mid-Winter Convention 
in town. This will be a big event and we 
will need all the help that we can get to 
assist with everything that is going on 
during the convention. Also, our clowns 
will be eligible to compete providing 
you have you Lodge, Shrine, Unit, and 
ISCA due paid prior to the convention. 
Anyone planning to attend the convention 
must fill out a registration sheet. You can 
find those sheets in your Clown Alley 
Magazine, at wwwshrineclowns.com (the 
ISCA website), there is a registration sheet 
located in this issue of Abu Bekr News, and 
I will have some at our January meeting If 
you have any questions feel free to email 
Christopher Twiford at cmuddt@hotmail.
com. Registrations need to be filled out and 
received with payment by January 16th.

Just a reminder from our treasurer, 
that you dues are know due. Please get 
them in to the treasurer as soon as possible. 
Unit dues are $15.00, I.S.C.A. dues are 
$20.00. Also, remember that you must have 
your Lodge dues and Shrine dues current 
to participate in the Clown Unit.

If you or you know of someone who 
is interested in being a member of the 
clowns, our unit meetings are the second 
Wednesday of every month (except for 
December) at 7pm at the Temple. We are 
always looking for new members to join in 
this fun unit. Don’t worry if you have no 
experience in clowning, we have some very 
talented members who will be more than 
happy to train you in the wonderful art of 
clowning. So come clown with us!

Until next month, keep Smiling!!
Christopher “Clyde” Twiford, 

Scribe

Foot Patrol
The slate has been wiped clean as we 

begin another new year. Hopefully your 
Christmas and New Year holidays were 
pleasant, eventful and joyous.

Before I get started I need to share a 
short story that I overheard from our latest 
newlywed couple of Patrick and Laura. 
As Patrick got home and parked himself 
in front of the TV to watch the Iowa / 
Nebraska football game, Laura asked him, 
“Could you please go shopping for me 
and buy one container of milk and if they 
have avocados, get six.” Patrick rushed out 
and came back a short time later with six 

containers of milk. Laura looks at him and 
asks, “Why did you buy six containers of 
milk?” Whereupon he replied, “They had 
avocados.” Ladies, you will read this again, 
I am sure. While, us guys, we understand.

With that let me back track to the 
nasty snowy weather we had during the last 
Thanksgiving holiday. We finally made it to 
our destination on Fridays, the day after. 
But we made it in one piece and the food 
was still good as ever.

December 5 we had the hospital kids 
Christmas Party with a fair number of 
the rascals attending, of all ages. At least 
we couldn’t have asked for nicer weather 
that Saturday. The kids were entertained 
by the clowns while they received many 
of the left over circus toys and balloon 
novelties. Thereafter we were served a 
hearty children’s meal of hot dogs with all 
the trimmings dished out by the Chef ’s 
Unit and Divan.

By the time we are reading this 
article we will have had our Instillation / 
Christmas Party. We will have had a great 
meal and fellowship time. All of the officers 
will have been installed as I will report to 
you in the next issue.

Between Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Years, just think of all the food we 
have put away. Hopefully the scales have 
been hid real well.

As the baton has been passed on to 
our new “Commander and Chief ” Noel 
Plummer and his lovely lady Jean I might 
repeat this story that I was told about them. 
Several years back, as Noel pulled into the 
yard and entered the house Jean quipped 
“There is trouble with the car. There is water 
in the carburetor.” Noel replied, “Water 
in the carburetor? That’s ridiculous.” Jean 
responded, “I tell you the car has water in 
the carburetor.” Noel spoke up, “You don’t 
even know what a carburetor is. I’ll check 
it out. Where’s the car?” Jean spoke up, “In 
the pond, back behind the house.” Well 
anyhow, the Patrol wishes you the best with 
an exquisitely grand upcoming year.

Let us continue to keep Linda Connoly 
in our thoughts and prayers as she is still 
recouping. Also that Orline Herbst’s 
surgery stays on course and continues to 

continued on next page

mend.
The Foot Patrol conveys its heartfelt 

condolences to Marcia Walker and her 
family for the untimely passing of Larry. 
He will be missed.

As I end this month’s session allow me 
to quote this short reading from the Bible. 
From Genesis: “And God promised men 
that good and obedient wives would be 
found in all corners of the earth.” --- Then 
he made the earth round!

Until next month,
Horst Zittlau, Sec / Scribe

Oriental Band
Welcome to a new year, 2016. We hope 

that everyone had a safe and fun holiday 
season. Now that we are in January, we 
must say goodbye to those “snowbirds” that 
have left for warmer climates. See ya in the 
spring.

We would like to say happy retirement 
to fellow bandsmen and our Vice President 
Phil Nugent as he has retired from the busy 
duties of Temple Recorder in order to do 
some traveling and other things that he 
has been planning to do with his family for 
some time. Thanks Phil for all your hard 
work and dedication to Abu Bekr.

At the same time, we need to 
congratulate fellow bandsmen and our new 
Director for being elected Recorder of Abu 
Bekr Temple. We wish you luck in you new 
position.

The Band held it’s Christmas party and 
installation of officers back on December 

Past Master 
Morningside Lodge 615

Ph: (712) 276-2831
Cellular: (712) 389-1452

502 Huntington Ct.
Sgt. Bluff, IA 51054

www.Idsocurry.com

1premium for simplified bill paying
policy for your home, vehicles and other possessions
deductible for all covered possessions damaged in a single occurrence
company with a reputation of honesty and fair-dealing
agent to handle it all for you

I make Insurance simple

Colin Ross
1901 Cornhusker Dr

Suite 150
S. Sioux City, NE

402-494-3972

Auto | Home | Life | Business | College | Retirement
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continued from previous page email, a member will be in contact with 
you.

Remember that your dues are due. 
They are: $15.00 for unit dues and for those 
who belong to A.S.O.B. those dues are an 
additional $10.00. Please get those in as 
soon as possible. You can send them to 
our box at the Temple 820 Nebraska Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51102 or bring them to a 
band meeting.

Thank you Until next time,
Christopher L. Twiford, 

Scribe

Kossuth Shrine 
Club

“Sons of the Desert”
Algona, Ia.
Family = A group of people with 

similar connections. I have many families 
and would bet you do also. My wife, 
children, grandchildren are my immediate 
family. I also have my church family, made 
up of friends who gather weekly to give 
thanks for what we have. I also have my 
service club family, which consists of a 
group of people that gather to raise funds 
to help children less fortunate than some, 
who are more in need of everyday living 
requirements. Then I have my Masonic 
family, where we gather as friends, provide 
scholarships for graduating students, and 
other functions that arise, while at the 
same time sharing fellowship with one 
another. Then there is my Shrine family, 
where we raise funds to assist children with 
more of a need in the medical field, such as 
orthopedic and burn situations. This is just 
a few of my families. Have you ever given 
thought to how many families you have?

We have just completed the season 
where families are so important to us. I 
hope you have enjoyed the time spent with 
families and hold those memories in your 
heart for a lifetime. May 2016 be equally 
memorable to you and yours.

Kossuth Shrine Club
Frank Merrill (Scribe)

MTA Building 

Foot Patrol
Roger Bartels
Kelly Houts
Dale Seieroe
Doren Family
Rick Belding
Chester Scofield
Elizabeth Antrim
Gary Carlson

Garnet Donors

David Woodford
Shaun Sarff
Fronabarger Family
Robert Banka
Edna Pickering
BBB
Terry Mayberry
Ethelyn 

Knoernschild
Mr. & Mrs. John 

Moorhead
Three Rivers Benefit 

Corp.
James Dekker
F. Gordon Berry
Hospital Dads
Mr. & Mrs. George 

Jackson
Ronald Krause

Garnet Donors

Kossuth Shrine Club
Jackie Heyer
Charles Miller
James Morfitt
Don & Mary K. 

Schenk
Brian Bowers
Gordon & Ruth 

Espelund
Larry Finley

Stanley N. Navrude
Phil Hane Jr.
Bill Pelchat
Richard Storm
Dave & Sandra 

Nelson
Henry Brueck
Rick 'RC' Clements
Colin Ross
Sheldon Menin
Gary & Orline 

Herbst

Don & Barb 
Lehmann

David Riser
Iowa Great Lakes 

Shrine Club
Leroy Olsen
Gary Roan
David Bahmer
Roger Ross Family

19th at Kahill’s in the Marina Inn. Thank 
you to those were able to be there for the 
fun and fellowship. Those officers who 
were not able to be there, you will have to 
be installed at a future meeting.

Please attend as many band meetings a 
possible, even during these winter months, 
as there is a lot of information that is 
discussed and we will be holding practice as 
often as we can, based on whether we have 
enough bandsmen present to practice. Our 
Director has some new ideas that he would 
like to go over and add to our existing 
repertoire as the band gets into shape and 
prepares for the upcoming parade season 
and competition at a convention. Our 
Band meetings are at 6:30pm on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month. Meeting notices 
and other information will be sent out by 
email on a regular basis if you do not have 

Don’s Pro Shop
“Awards For 

All Occasions”

Trophies • Plaques
Engraving • Sublimation

Also Your Bowling Headquarters
The Latest in:

Balls • Bags • Shoes • Etc.

924 Nebraska Street • 255-8565

Phone: 712-873-5115
Fax: 712-873-5114
Cell: 712-870-1230

201 North 1st Street
Moville, IA 51039

Nobles & Ladies
We have building keys out that should be returned for 
future officers. Please return these back to the office 
so that they can be re-distributed No more keys will 
be made.                                                             Thank you! 
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 Kan Duettes
It has been brought to our attention 

that no one knows who we are.  I have been 
a Kan Duette for so long that it is difficult 
for me to believe but we certainly want 
people to be aware of us and our mission.  
We decided that the best way to do that 
was to print out Article Number One from 
our By Laws.  So, without further adieu, 
Article Number One: “ Shrine Kan Duettes 
is a solely social organization for the 
benefit of the widows of Shriners of Abu 
Bekr Temple who were in good standing at 
the time of their death.  The organization 
was founded April 22, 1982, under the 
guidance of the then Potentate Kermit 
Lohry who felt widows of Shriners of Abu 
Bekr Temple should continue to enjoy, as a 
unit, fraternal friendship and share social 
activities that had been such a good part 
of their lives.  From the theme of Potentate 
Kermit Lohry, “Kan Du in ‘82” came 
our name Kan Duettes.  Contributions 
to the Abu Bekr Children's Hospital 
Transportation Fund is the purpose of our 
unit other than fund raising for the benefit 
of our own organization.”  Article Number 
One explains also what we do.  The short 
answer is “nothing” but we did send our 
contribution to the Transportation Fund.  
And, the pictures which accompanied the 
column last month actually showed what 
we do.  We get gussied up and go to lunch.  
We have lunch, which is always very good, 
we may or may not have a Speaker and after 
that, a short meeting and we’re done for 
another month.  I want to thank whomever 
got the pictures to Phil.  Jazzed up the old 

column and if you have copies, I would love 
to have them for our History Books.

Did you read the article in the Journal 
about Past Potentate Al Fagan and his near 
miraculous recovery?  Great news!

At our Thanksgiving Meeting in 
November Brookdale staff served us 
traditional Thanksgiving fare for lunch... 
turkey and pumpkin pie.  Yummm!

My guest at the November Meeting 
was Jill Brouwer.  Jill’s daughter prevailed 
upon her to move back to the area after the 
death of Jay.  So, Jill sold her property in 
Fort Meyers, Florida and is now living in 
her property in Hinton.  Some of you will 
remember her from her long career in real 
estate sales.  She did it absolutely forever.  I 
would love to have her join us but she has 
a Wednesday conflict which she hates to 
abandon.  

Friend Barb wanted to go to The Little 
Yellow Dog Auction.  I had not been in 
several years and many of the people that 
I used to see there are no longer with us.  
But, the dog was cute and the bidding 
is always exciting.  Lots of former Cycle 
Corps people there... Char Hesse;  “Butch” 
and Shirley Frank; Mahlon Chartier and 
Mary Ann and, of course, Paul Braunger 
and Beau.  Paul is a long-time Tail Wagger.

By the time this appears we will be 
past the holiday season and I hope yours 
was full of joy and you were surrounded by 
family and friends.  And, may 2016 be your 
best ever year.

Your Scribe,
Mary Ann Davidson

Emerald  Donors

Chef 's Unit
Rat Patrol
Roger McCandless
White Horse Patrol
L.V. "Al" Fagan
Harold Higman
David Ley
Cornhusker Shrine

Clown Unit
Joan Peterson
G. Thorpe Clark
Elbon Club
The family of Wayne 

Peterson
The Chanters Unit
Cycle Corps

Robert Logan
Avery Bros.
Roger Spencer, DC
Flying Fez Unit
Garold Smith
Warren G. Nelson
Harlan T Patrol

Sapphire  Donors

Animal Unit

Improvement Fund

Please consider becoming a MTA Building Improvement 
Fund sponsor at any of these suggested levels of giving: 

SAPPHIRE DONOR
$10,000.00 to $24,9999.99

RUBY DONOR
$25,000.00 to $99,999.99

GARNET DONOR
$50.00 to $999.00

EMERALD DONOR
$1,000.00 to $9,999.99

DIAMOND DONOR $100,000.00 +
Donations entitle each giver to your name on the appropriate sponsor plaque.

Please make checks payable to:  M. T. A. Building Improvement Fund
If you would like further information, please contact:

Matt Brown, President, Masonic Temple Association, 820 Nebraska Street
PO Box 3347, Sioux City, lA 51102-3347

MTA Building 
Improvement Fund

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

Sheldon Menin
General Manager

I-Go
Van & Storage Co.
3701 Southgate Dr., P.O. Box 1916
Sioux City, IA 51102

Business: 712-258-7568
Cell: 712-389-8385

Fax: 712-255-9154
Toll Free: 800-798-7568
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Knudsen as JW in Triangle Lodge Jan 3rd 
at 5pm, Dave Burcham as WM at Alpine 
Lodge in Holstein Jan 8th at 7pm with a 
meal at 6 pm, Brian Henschen as WM at 
Trial Lodge in Moville Jan 10th at 2pm, 
Matt Plummer as JW also at Trial Lodge, 
All are Public installations with a reception 
to follow. I hope that I included everyone 
being installed as an officer and if I missed 
anyone it is purely accidental.

Come out and support our incoming 
Potentate Noel Plummer and his Lady 
Jean, and all the members of the incoming 
Divan Jan 9th at 7pm in the 4th floor 
Lodge room. This year we will have a new 
Director in Matt Plummer as Jeff Zook has 
decided to step down and allow Matt to be 
on his father’s Divan, Lord HELP us all!!! 
The second largest smiles in the building 
on that night will be from the newest Past 
Potentate RC and his Lady Val. The crew 
wishes to thank our very own RC and Val 
for a great year in 2015, you did the Crew 
proud. The final Installation that we will 
talk about is the all unit installation on 
Jan 16th where our unit officers will be 
installed. Look elsewhere in the news for 

the info on this.
Looking further into January the 

Crew is setting up a bus trip to the Twin 
Cities Shrine Hospital with the help of our 
incoming 2nd Ceremonial Master and all 
around great guy Mike Pickett. He and 
Jeff have worked hard to set this up and a 
basic outline is we will leave Sioux City in 
the early morning of Jan 29th and return 
Jan 31st. Included in this trip is a tour of 
Your Shrine Hospital, trip to the Mall of 
America, the bus trip, and the hotel for 
two nights all for the extremely low price 
of $180 per person double occupancy. But 
wait there is more, you also get to hang out 
with the best unit in all of Shrinedom, that’s 
right all for one low price, meals, drinks 
and shopping not included. This trip is 
open to all you do not have to be a Crew 
member or even a Shriner to participate. 
This is a great chance for a new Shriner or a 
prospective new member to see what we do 
for our kids. We are limited to the first 50 
paid. See the ad elsewhere in this edition of 
the news for all the details.

Disclaimer to slow the haters:
Please note the claim of the Crew 

being the best unit in all of Shrinedom is 
the view of the author and does not reflect 
the views of all of Shrinedom, Abu Bekr 
Temple or quite realistically anyone but the 
author. But it should!

In other news the Crew has been busy 
working at the Tyson events center making 
a little money for the upkeep of our parade 
units. We also had a great showing at the 
Iowa-Nebraska football game on black 

Friday. With several members showing up 
to root on their favorite team, have some 
great fellowship and good natured ribbing. 
Thanks to everyone who sets this up every 
year.

With the start of the new year we will 
be sending out dues notices for 2016 in 
the near future so please pay your dues in 
timely fashion.

I think that is about all for this month 
let’s start out 2016 with a bang. Until next 
month

Keep Ringing the Bell for the KIDS
Matt Plummer, Scribe

Hospital Dads
This article will be shorter than usual 

for a number of reasons that I won’t bore 
you about. Gee Trig, maybe you should do 
that more often.

First, what a nice Christmas Party for 
the kids. I ended up being late getting there, 
but was still rewarded by “my kids” with 
hugs, smiles and greetings.

A big Thank You to the Divan turnout 
and of their help. I didn’t get to their table, 
but the Daughters of the Nile were there 
also. A big Thank You to Dick Lindblom for 
your very important contribution.

I’d urge you all to note that there will 
be a number of events up to and including 
early 2016 and please try to attend. Your 
presence is very important in all the varied 
functions.

Whatever time this newsletter goes 
out, will have either Best Wishes for the 
New Year and hope you have or did have a 

HELP WANTED
The Chefs Unit is seeking Unit/Club or 

individuals that would like to earn a little 
extra cash by running a Wednesday Night 

Burger night. If interested please call 
Roger @ 712-574-2986 or the Shrine Office.

 

ABU BEKR NOBLES 
 

Abu Bekr has a great unit, our  
 VINTAGE WHEELS 

 
And we would like to have you as a member. 

 
We have a monthly dinner meeting with spouses,  a 
few tours of the area each summer, and now if you 

have any vehicle that is interesting, you can join us in 
our parades.  You don’t even have to have a vehicle, 
as about half of our members don’t, they just enjoy 

our socials. 
 

We are not very expensive, only $20 per year. 
 

AND, WE HAVE FUN 
 

If you have any interest, contact our 
 president,  

Dean Chase at deanchase@hotmail.com (402) 635-2104 
or secretary  

Bob Knowler at bknowler@cableone.net (251-4220) 

BEVERLY
FOAM INSULATION

and COATINGS
Commercial · Residential
Asphalt Roofs · Flat Roofs

DARRELL BEVERLY
712-490-6161 · Sioux City, Iowa

Horizon 
restaurant

1220 Tri View & Hamilton
Sioux City

Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner
Daily specials

712-255-1658
www.horizonfamilyrestaurant.com

Wi-FiOpen 

24 hrs

Wrecking Crew
Hello from the Wrecking Crew
I hope that everyone had a great 

Holiday season and welcome to 2016. The 
New Year starts out in a huge rush with 
the several installations for our Masonic 
bodies. The Crew is putting several 
members into offices in our many lodges 
including Dwight Dirks as WM at North 
Riverside Lodge, Jan 2 at 2pm, Jarrod 
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Merry Christmas.
Since this is rather short, I’ll add a few 

“words to live by”:
If your mind should go blank, don’t 

forget to turn off the sound.
There are hundreds of languages in the 

world, but a smile speaks all of them.
There are two ways to get to the top of 

an Oak tree, catch the first limb and climb 
or find a good healthy acorn, sit and wait.

The best thing you can spend on your 
children is time.

For excellence, ask an expert...for 
wisdom, ask a sage….for honestly ask a 
child.

It’s what you learn after you know it all 
that counts.

And finally: If you aren’t as close to 
God as you once were, make no mistake 
about who moved.

As I was trying to figure out what to 
write this time, Gary Herbst called, and in 
his wisdom suggested I thank the people 
involved in the Christmas Party. Gary, I 
thank you. “Your counsel was good and 
timely”, Thank you Sir!

Sincerely & Fraternally,
Trig Olund, Scribe

Outdoorsmen 
Club

Congratulations to the officers for 
2016, president Jarrod Knudsen, VP Pat 
McCann, Treasurer Kyle Lesline and 
Sectetary/scribe Kelly Conolly.

Shooters of the year were, Megan 
McCann, Steve Sebasta and Sheldon 

Menin.
We are planning a Gun Show at the 

temple on March 19-21. We would like to 
see if any of the lodges or affiliate bodies 
would like to do concessions and use it as 
their fundraiser. Please contact one of our 
members for more information.

Thank you to RC for a fun year. Many 
great memories will be treasured by all..
well, the ones that I can mention!

Here’s hoping everyone has a safe and 
rewarding New Year. We are looking for 
a great year under the leadership of our 
Illustrious Potentate Noel Plummer.

Regards, Kelly Conolly

Cycle Corps
Happy New Year everyone!  I hope 

that everyone of you had a very Happy 
Hanukkah or Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  Since I am writing this 
article in mid-December I won’t be able 
to report on the New Year’s Party that was 
held at the Abu Bekr Shrine Temple until 
next month.  I just hope that I will be able 
to remember any of it.... if you know what 
I mean.

We had a great meeting last month 
and have decided to donate $500.00 to one 
of the organizations at the Shrine Temple.  
You will have to attend the Unit Seminar 
this month to see who it is.

Roger Merrill had made a motion to 
do a steak dinner for the New Year’s Eve 
Party this year, but didn’t get a second on 
the motion, so it didn’t pass.  Who does he 
still think he is......the Executive Chef of the 
Chefs’ Unit.

The unit discussed adding a 
cancellation fee for any organization who 
books us for a card dealing and then cancels 
at the last minute.  We talked about having 
that organization making a donation to the 
Shrine hospital if they cancel an event close 
to the date of the event.  Great idea.

Since we are well past parade season, 
the batteries need to be taken out of the 
bikes and Sea Foam needs to be added 
to the gas tanks.  I believe the Sargisson 
cousins agreed to work on that project and 
Payne, you are not harvesting beans or 
corn in January.

We don’t have any card dealings for 
January at this moment.  We had one 
scheduled for January 9, 2016, but it 
canceled.  If any come up, I’m sure that Phil 
Hane will get a hold of us.

In the mean time, remember that 
our monthly meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
P.M.  Come on up and bring your spouse 
or significant other and have two burgers 
& fries for only $9.00 and then join us for 
the monthly meeting.  I guarantee you will 
have a great time.

In the mean time, remember to keep 
the rubber down and the chrome up.

Sheldon Menin, still 
Secretary & Scribe

remember - Buy 1 burger, get another 1/2 price

ELBON 
EVENTS

Jan 1 Happy New Year’s Day (closed)
Jan 6 Burger Nite Chef’s Unit 5-7pm
Jan 13 Burger Nite Chef’s Unit 5-7pm
Jan 20 Burger Nite Foot Patrol 5-7pm
Jan 27 Shrine Ladies -- Don’t Miss Out On This One
 Chicken & Noodle Dinner, Mashed Potato/Gravy, 
 Vegetable, Salad, Dessert

Collectibles   Fine Jewelry

Lakeport Commons
4830 Sergeant Road • Next to Best Buy

712-255-7229
www.gundersons.com

SAHIB UNIT
JEWELRY SALES

*CAR EMBLEMS *FEZ CASES
*LAPEL PINS *TASSEL HOLDERS

AND MORE!
Contact Don Gray

605-356-2243
Shipping Available
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On Nov. 20th the Iowa Shrine Bowl 
proudly presented the Twin Cities Shrine 
Hospital with a check for $16,000. This was 
part of the proceeds from the 2015 Iowa 
Shrine Bowl. There was $80,000 divided 
between the four Shrine Temples and four 
Shrine Hospitals. Abu Bekr, Za Ga Zig, El 
Kahir and Kaaba each received $10,000 
for their transportation funds. Chicago, St. 
Louis and Cincinnati Shrine Hospitals each 
received $8,000. The Twin Cities Hospital 
received $16,000.

The annual budget for all of the 
hospitals is $826,000. That is $2.2 million 
per day to run and operate our hospitals. 
There are 22 hospitals in North America-18 
orthopedic hospitals, 3 burn centers and 
1, which treats all types of needs. The 
hospitals are aggressively pursuing more 
avenues of treatment to offer and services 
to provide.

Since the first Shrine Bowl in 1973 
over $2,268,000 has been given to the 
transportation funds of the Temples and 

T&W TIRE  
& RETREADING
Phone: 712.252.4055
309 Court Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

24 Hour Emergency Road Service

$25 Ticket includes 
hors d’oeuvre, pop, beer, well drinks, wine and 

2015 Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame Inductee 
“Smokin’ Clams”

Doors Open at 8:30, Band Starts at 9:00
Limited to 300 tickets, available at the Shrine Temple Office 712-255-7991. Must be 21 to enter

ABU BEKR 
NEW YEARS EVE Bash

would help us with maneuvers. On Sunday, 
December 20th, Joe LeClair and Billy 
Bangs will make a journey out to Indiana 
to pick up our new machines. We would 
like to thank all of those that contributed to 
making these new machines a reality.

Our last parade was on October 3rd, 
for band days in Algona, IA. It is always a 
great parade with all the marching bands. 
Of course, the Sons of Desert provided 
us with a great meal and fellowship prior 
to the parade. The picture that has been 
provided shows us at our final parade with 
our 41 year old units.

The Spencer Area Shrine Club, ATV 
Corps and the Lakes Area Shrine Club 
(Mini Indy’s) had a joint installation and 
Christmas party on December 11. The new 
officers were installed by Potentate Elect 
Noel Plummer. Accompanying Noel was 
his lovely lady Jean and Mike Pickett. Noel 
spoke briefly about the upcoming year and 
some small changes that will be made to 
get out to the outlaying Shrine Clubs and 
Units. In addition, he talked about some of 
the events coming up the beginning of the 
year.

A huge THANK YOU to those that 
helped at the Clay Co Fair this year. Both 
of our fair stands did well. I am always 
humbled by all those who put in the 
hours to make this a success. It is always 
dangerous to name names, and if I forget 
someone I apologize. For the Shrine stand, 
those that dedicated a great amount of time 
are: Ron & Karen Mills, Larry Davis, Elmer 
Nielsen and Wayne Burnham. For the 
ATV Corps funnel cake stand, Gaylen and 
Chris Roskens. Without these dedicated 

600 W. 13th • So. Sioux City, NE
712-276-6837 • 402-494-1717

Spencer ATV

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all the 
nobles and ladies in Abu Bekr! 
It has been a while since we 
have had an article, so I will 
be do my best to get everyone 
up to date. As many of you 
know, after 41 years of service, 
the ATV Corps has decided to 
trade in our 6 wheel ATVs for 
new ones. After a visit from 
the manufacture in May, they 
made some modifications that 

people, I am not sure how things would get 
organized and run as well as they do.

In addition to our stands, we assist with 
Disability Day at the fair. This was started 
as a day for our hospital kids to get to enjoy 
a day at the fair. After a few years the Pony 
Express got involved and this has evolved 
into around 1,000 folks who get to come 
to the fair, enjoy all the vendors, free rides 
and a lunch in front of the Grandstand. A 
special thanks to Sam Harper and Steve 
Fox for organizing this special day.

Fraternally yours, Mike 
Burnham

Iowa Shrine Bowl 
Presents Check

Iowa Shrine Bowl Board Member, Mike Pickett, 
presented a check for $16,000 to (from left 

to right) Twin Cities Hospital Administrator 
Charlie Lobeck,  Hospital board of governors 

Vice Chairman Monte Routledge, and hospital 
board of governors Chairman Ron Jacobson.  

Check was presented during the board of 
governors meeting on Nov. 11th.  The check is 

from the proceeds of the 2015 Iowa Shrine Bowl.
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continued on next page

the four Shrine Hospitals. These funds are 
from ticket sale, advertising, merchandise 
sales, contributions, and sponsorships. 
Every year 92 players from all around 
Iowa are chosen to participate in the 
shrine Bowl. There are also 60 cheerleaders 
from all over Iowa chosen, along with the 
necessary coaching staff and managers. 
Each year in July this group come together 

in Cedar Falls for a week of practice, social 
interaction and learning what Shriner’s 
Hospitals are all about and interacting with 
patients.

Each year a Mini Camp is held where 
the players and cheerleaders practice 
with some of the patients. The patients 
are encouraged to participate with the 
cheerleaders in cheers and with the players 

Your gift at 
work in 2014

At Shriners Hospitals for Children – Twin Cities, our mission 
is simple: Deliver world-class care to children who need it 
most – whether their families can afford it or not.
For over 90 years, accomplishing this mission has been 
possible thanks to individuals like you who send their love 
through generous donations. That love is what helped 
our Twin Cities hospital treat over 5,000 children in 2014 
alone, helping them at every step as they made their 
journey from patients back to kids.

5,455

171

388

763

2,940

328

4,828

1,610

6,429

7

outpatient clinic visits

inpatient surgeries performed

outpatient surgeries performed

new patients treated

braces (orthoses) made

artificial limbs (prostheses) made

in-house x-ray exams performed

lab exams performed

rehab treatments performed

specialty patient camps provided

Did You Know?
In 2014, Shriners Hospitals for Children – Twin Cities had:

 Arthrogryposis (stiff joints)
 Cerebral palsy
 Cleft lip and palate
 Clubfoot
 Hip disorders
 Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis
 Limb deficiencies/deformities
 Osteogenesis Imperfecta (brittle bones)
 Rickets
 Specialized plastic surgery/scar revisions
 Spina bifida/myelodysplasia
 Spine deformities, scoliosis
 Sports injuries (stable fractures)

Orthopaedic Treatment Specialties
Included but not limited to:

2025 East River Pkwy. | Minneapolis, MN 55414

North Dakota
Upper Peninsula 

Michigan

Saskatchewan Manitoba

North Dakota

South Dakota

Nebraska
Iowa

Wisconsin

Ontario

Minnesota

Region Served by the Twin Cities Hospital

How You Can Help

Refer a Patient
The Twin Cities hospital is dedicated to 
improving the lives of kids living with 
orthopaedic conditions, congenital and 
acquired. If you know a child in need of 
expert care, please call:

Referral Line: 612-596-6105

Donate
Shriners Hospitals for Children relies on the 
generous donations of Shriners and the 
general public to carry out our mission and 
change children’s lives every day. For more 
information about supporting our hospitals:

www.donate2shc.org 
TWIdonations@shrinenet.org
612-596-6207
Our Tax ID #: 36-2193608

We deliver to all areas of Sioux City and Hotels and Motels. 
We offer an enjoyable family environment for any occasion!

RO
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PIZZA & LOUNGE

2320 Transit Ave
712-276-5902
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PIZZA

1200 West 4th Street
712-252-3864
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B

N
o r t h End Zone

PIZZA & LOUNGE

4100 Floyd Blvd.
712-522-2834

with throwing passes, kicking field goals 
and running plays. If you ever have the 
opportunity to watch this camp you will 
easily understand why these participants 
were chosen. They really make you proud.

Every year every Noble receives 
tickets to the Shrine Bowl which he can 
purchase. When you purchase these tickets 
you support your own Temple and the 
Shrine Hospitals in our area with direct 
contributions. If you are unable to attend 
you can offer your tickets to be used by 
patients, family and classmates. The 44th 
Annual Iowa Shrine Bowl will be July 23rd 
at the UNI Done in Cedar Falls with the 
game starting at 4:00 P.M. Please support 
your Temple and Hospital by purchasing 
your tickets and make plans on attending 
the 2016 Shrine Bowl game and support 
some of Iowa’s best athletes.

Mike Pickett, Divan-Outer 
Guard, Iowa Shrine Bowl 

Board Member

Shrine Bowl players at Mini Camp with Hospital patients

Imperial 
Potentate's 

Message
Dear Fellow Nobles, 
It’s hard to believe that it is already 

December, and the holiday season is in 
full swing. This is the perfect time to 
thank everyone for their hard work, effort 
and dedication to the missions of both 
our fraternity, Shriners International, and 
our philanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, throughout the year. We know 
we can count on you to continue your 
efforts into the new year. 

Working to raise awareness and 
increase the visibility and name recognition 
of our organizations is critically important 
to our future. The more “partners” we have 
working with us to spread our message, 
the more effective we will be, and we are 
making great strides in increasing our 
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continued from previous page advertisements on the boards in the 
arena. One home game will be specifically 
designated as benefiting Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. We commend the 

network of partnerships. For example, we 
just recently established new programs 
with two major sports organizations.

notice 
to units/clubs 

membership committee is requesting that 

the membership chair or representative of 

every unit and club attend a membership 

meeting during the information day on 

january 16 2016 at 2:30 pm. please attend, 

bring your brainstorming hats and help 

improve membership.  

food will be served at 5 pm. 

rsvp to; shrine office712-255-7991 

roger 712-574-2986 (rogerm@iw.net) 

colin 402-922-1471(colinjross89@gmail.com) 

2:30 p.m. - Information Day in the Red Room for all Unit Officers 
5:00 p.m. - dinner in the Elbon Club room by Chef's Unit 
6:30 p.m. - All Unit Installation 

 

Graphic 
Design

Business Cards, Logos, 
Letterhead, Posters

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

COMPLETE SELECTION OF MAJOR BRANDS

Call 277-2565
Residential & Commercial

All Major Brands of Vinyl Floor Covering
Large Selection of Laminate Flooring

Pre-Finished Wood Floors • Ceramic Tile

MAGIC
CARPET

19th & PIERCE

Corner 19th & Pierce
Sioux City, IA • KARASTAN 

• MOHAWK  
• SHAW 
• KANE 
• TUFTEX

Hospitals for Children 
College Classic will 
be played at Minute 
Maid Park, home of 
the Houston Astros, 
Feb. 26-28, 2016, and 
will include six teams 
from colleges in Texas 
and Louisiana. Five of 
the teams are among 
the top 25 division1 
teams, as ranked 
by D1baseball.com. 
The College Classic 
is considered one of 
the top college-level 
baseball tournaments 
in the country. 
Having the name of 
Shriners Hospitals for 
Children as part of 
this prestigious event, 
which is televised 
nationally on MLB 
Network and on 
regional networks, 
is an outstanding 
opportunity to raise 
awareness of our 
amazing health care 
system. The event now 
gives us a national 
presence in the highly 
visible football, golf 
and baseball arenas. 

the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children Open, 
Walks for Love, Game 
Days for Love, East-
West Shrine Game, 
and the countless 
local and regional 
events hosted and 
organized by our 
temples. All of these 
events are meant 
to raise awareness 
and funds, two of 
the most important 
issues of Shriners 
International and 
Shriners Hospitals 
for Children, and 
we thank you for 
supporting them, 
and helping to make 
a difference. 

You can also 
support Shriners 
Hospitals by kicking 
off your new year by 
viewing the annual 
Tournament of Roses 
Parade on New Year’s 
Day. The health care 
system’s float, Fezzy 
Races to Adventure, 
features a 17- foot 
version of our 
popular mascot and 

 The Tampa Bay 
Lightning, a National 
Hockey League team, 
is partnering with our 
Tampa hospital to 
collect toys and gifts for 
the hospital’s patients 
through the Sticks of Fire 
program. The items will 
be collected before every 
home game during the 
holiday season, through 
Dec. 20. In addition, 
the Tampa Shriners 
Hospital will host a tent 
in “Thunder Alley,” and 
distribute informational 
materials, and the health 
care system will be 
featured on the rolling 

Tampa hospital 
and headquarters’ 
staff for working 
together to create 
this tremendous 
opportunity.

 The second 
partnership is with 
Houston Astros 
Foundation. We 
have established 
a multi-year 
agreement renaming 
the Houston 
College Classic, a 
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d 
and well-known 
regional baseball 
tournament. The 
16th annual Shriners 

These are just two of our most recent 
opportunities – they join our other  
successful events and ventures, including 

Love to the Rescue® Ambassador, Fezzy, 
as well as representatives from Shriners 
International, professional NASCAR 

MOBILE SERVICE At Your Home or Business
Or By Appointment to Our Service Center

DAVID J. 
SMITH

3201 
Business Hwy. 75 N.

Sioux City

Spray-on Bedliners
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driver and Shriner David Ragan, national 
patient ambassadors Clint Crain and 
Katharine Koonce, and Shriners Hospitals 
for Children – Los Angeles patients. The 
parade is televised on approximately eight 
networks in the US and 10 international 
outlets – providing essentially unlimited 
potential for raising awareness. And then, 
just about three weeks later, catch the 91st 
edition of the East-West Shrine Game. Be 
part of the excitement in person if you are 
in the Tampa Bay area on Jan. 23, or host 
an event at your temple and invite the 
community. The game will be broadcast 
live on NFL Network, beginning at 4 p.m. 

In closing, I would just like to, again, 
thank each of you for your dedication 
to Shriners International and Shriners 

Hospitals for Children. During this special 
time of year, I want to acknowledge and 
especially thank those who work and 
volunteer at our hospitals over the holidays 
– we truly appreciate you. And finally, I 
would like to thank everyone who has 
been part of the many efforts – including 
toy drives, motorcycle runs and countless 
other initiatives – to make the holidays a 
little brighter for the children who depend 
on us.   

And finally, Lisa and I wish you a 
holiday season full of joy, wonder and 
peace, and a happy, healthy New Year. 

Yours in the faith,
Jerry Gantt

Imperial Potentate

Alan L. Fagan
Licensed 
Land Surveyor

AL FAGAN
LAND SURVEYING, P.C.
PO Box 858
Merrill, IA 51038
Ph. 712-938-2228
alfsurveying@aol.com

Alan L. Fagan
Licensed Land Surveyor

AL FAGAN
LAND SURVEYING, P.C.
P.O. Box 858
Merrill, IA 51038
Ph. 712-938-2228
alfsurveying@aol.com

712-943-6342
120 Gaul Dr. • SGt. Bluff, Ia

SpecIalIzInG In all typeS of InSurance
auto • HomeownerS • recreatIonal VeHIcleS

commercIal • worker'S comp • BuSIneSS autoS • BonDS

www.HoffmanInSuranceaGency.com

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008

Wrecking Crew 
Bus Trip To The 

Twin CiTies 
shrine hospiTal 

leave Sioux City 
6:30am Jan 29th and 

return Jan 31st
Included in this trip is:
•	Tour of  Your Shrine Hospital
•	Trip to the Mall of  America
•	Hotel for two nights 
•	$180 per person double occupancy

This trip is open to all, you do not 
have to be a Crew member or even a 

Shriner to participate. 

This is a great chance for a new 
Shriner or a prospective new member 

to see what we do for our kids. 

call for more information:
Jarrod Knudsen (712) 898 1170

Jeff Zook (712) 898 4218
Pat Birks (712) 253 8579
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TRANSPORTATION FUND DONATIONS
From November 17, 2015   to December 14, 2015

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund or the Building Improvement Fund. You may write only one check if you would 
like to honor more than one individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr. 

Mail to: Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of            Building Improvement Fund

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

If you would like to be on an email list to be notified 

of any Black Camels – please Email your request to 

barb.cramer2011@gmail.com

with “Notify of Black Camels” in the subject line.

PROUD SPONSOR OF

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES

OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE

SUPERIOR QUALITY

COMPETITIVE PRICING

BULK/VOLUME DISCOUNTS

AND

ALL YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

Toll Free: 800.681.1970 or 712.546.4911

www.sharonsemb.com
700 12th Street SW - Le Mars, Iowa 51031     mark@sharonsemb.com

FULL COLOR BANNERS

VEHICLE DECALS & GRAPHICS

PERSONALIZED NOVELTIES

AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!

CUSTOM DESIGNED APPAREL

VINYL LETTERING & SIGNAGE

HOME DECOR EMBELLISHMENTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

◊	Linda Rosemore
Gordon & Ruth Espelund
Iowa Great Lakes Shrine Club
Wesley & Vivian Lynn

◊	Rosa Tatum
Mary Ann Soe

◊	Larry L. Walker
Don & Judy Chesley
Foot Patrol
Alan & Jan Jensen
Bruce & Bev Kolbe
Darlene Lueck
Steven Miller
Joan Peterson
Jack & Sally Sorenson

◊	David A. Walter
Harlan T-Patrol
Alan & Jan Jensen

Black Camel
◊	Richard C. Anderson

◊	Harry P. Lortz

◊	David L. Sams

◊	Larry L. Walker

◊	David A. Walter

PLAQUES
◊	Neil Peck

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	Kan-Duettes

◊	Mt. Nebo Lodge #297

HONORING
◊	 In Honor of Everett J. & 

Phyllis Johnson
Judy & Kenneth Gard

MEMORIALS
◊	Ronald C. Anderson

Don & Barbara Kelsey
Dick Lindblom

◊	Ralph Borcherding
Phil & Jo Nugent

◊	Charles A. Byers
Mark & Susan Byers

◊	 Jackie Gable
Joyce Burdick & Family

Individual makeup competition that takes 
place on Friday February 19th from 9am to 
noon and skit competitions, which includes 
one man, two man, and group skits, as well 
as paradability competition, is on Saturday 
February 20th from 9am to noon. These 
competitions will be held in the Shrine 
Auditorium and are free and open to the 
public. It is very much encouraged that you 
come to the skit competitions and bring as 
many people as you want as the judges do 
score heavily off of crowd reactions to the 
performers.

This year the theme party has a Circus 
theme. So think about what type  of circus 
performer that you have always wanted to 
be. You could be the ringmaster, a trapeze 
performer, lion, tiger, bear, even a clown. 
The ideas are endless. This event takes 
place on Friday evening February 19th, at 
the Masonic Temple first floor ballroom. 
Everyone is welcomed to join in on the 
fun of the theme night. The cost is $25.00 
per person and includes heavy hors d’ 
oeuvres, live music, and more. Also that 

ISCA Mid-Winter 
Convention

The International Shrine Clown 
Association (ISCA) annual convention  
is coming to Sioux City February 17-20 
2016. This annual event includes meetings, 
competitions, banquets, a theme party, and 
loads of education and fun. The ISCA is 
the clowns international governing body 
and their annual Mid-Winter Convention 
is also used for the purpose of installing 
their officers for that year. This is done at 
a banquet on Saturday evening that is also 
when the awards for the competitions held 
during the convention are awarded.

The members of the Abu Bekr Shrine 
Clown Unit are hard at work putting 
together plans for the 2016 ISCA Mid-
Winter convention, which will be packed 
full of Education, Entertainment, and 
loads of Fun and Fellowship. Also, we are 
assembling a number of venders that will 
offer something for everyone. 

The clown competitions will include: 
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This wonderful building, built in the early 
1920’s, has several large rooms that will 
work well for our competitions, banquets, 
and other events. The hotel is the Marina 
Inn located at 385 East 4th Street South 
Sioux City, Nebraska. This hotel is located 
on the riverfront directly across the river 
from downtown Sioux City. We have a 
special convention rate of $89.00 per night 
for anyone who is interested in getting 
a hotel room. We will have a hospitality 
room there as well that is included with you 
paid registration to the convention. If you 
are only attending the theme night or the 
awards banquet, you can still partake in the 
hospitality room for $15.00.

On behalf of all of us at the Abu Bekr 
continued on next page

Shriners we are looking foreword to seeing 
all of you in Sioux City in February for the 
2016 ISCA Mid-Winter Convention. You 
will find a full list and schedule of events 
in this issue of Abu Bekr News. If you plan 
to compete in the clown competition you 
must have you Masonic Lodge, Shrine, 
ISCA, and Unit dues paid and fill out a 
registration form (found in this issue of 
Abu Bekr News, Clown Alley Magazine, 
www.shrineclowns.com, and we will 
have them available at the January clown 
meeting) prior to the convention. If you 
have any questions or you would like to 
help with the convention in any way (you 
do not have to be a clown unit member), 
or you are interested in being a vendor at 
the marketplace please email Christopher 
Twiford at cmuddt@hotmail.com and he 
will get you all the information.

Thanks, 
The Abu Bekr Clown Unit

Vintage Wheels
Okay...so now it is 2016. Time to file 

the taxes. Time to see more political ads. 
Time to sort out the true statements, the 
semi-true statements and time to vote for 
the best candidate.

Hmmmmm...maybe we should just go 
back to 2015?!?!

Since that is not possible, let’s take a 
quick recap (semi-instant replay) of that 
year 2015. Abu Bekr Vintage Wheels had a 

Colonial Chapel
3220 Stone Park Boulevard

255-0131

Morningside Chapel
6200 Morningside Avenue 

276-1921

For Every Life There is a Story.

Meyer Brothers
funeral homes

Offering a Variety of Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans

                   ISCA MID-WINTER CONVENTIOAN                                          HOSTED BY:

                             FEBRUARY 17-20 2016                                                      ABU BEKR CLOWNS 

                               SIOUX CITY, IOWA                                                         SIOUX CITY, IOWA 

                   ALL PARTICIPATING CLOWNS MUST BE CURRENT ON THEIR 

                                                     SHRINE ISCA DUES TO COMPETE                
                                                      

REGISTRATION   (PLEASE PRINT  )            I WILL COMPETE IN MAKEUP AND COSTUME: (X ALL THAT APPLY)  

NAME:_____________________________        WHITE FACE_____  PARADEABILITY_____  SINGLE BALLOON______

TEMPLE:___________________________        AUGUSTE______    1 MAN SKIT______       MULTIP;E BALLOON______

CLOWN NAME:_____________________        TRAMP______         2 MAN SKIT_____             POWDER PUFF______

ISCA CARD #:_______________________       HAPPY HOBO____  GROUP SKIT_____    CHEEK FACE PAINTING_____

LADY’S NAME:______________________      CHARACTER______                                     FULL FACE PAINTING______

ADDRESS:___________________________     SENIOR______                           THIS IS MY FIRST COMPETITION______

CITY:________________________________            REGISTRATION     PRIOR TO 1/16        AFTER 1/16

STATE:______             ZIP:______________               CLOWN                    $125.00                    $150.00

PHONE:_____________________________                 LADY                       $100.00                    $125.00

EMAIL:______________________________                GUEST/CHILD        $100.00                    $125.00

EMERGENCY CONTACT:                                     JUST MEAL ON FRI. OR SAT. $25.00 PER OR $40.00 FOR BOTH

                                                                                                    

NAME: ______________________________                   MY TOTAL AMMOUNT IS: $_________________                        
                                                                                                            

PHONE: _____________________________                        AWARDS BANQUET MEAL CHOICES (PLEASE X)

FLIGHT INFO: ARLINE:_________________________                 PRIME RIB_____  CHICKEN_____  VEGITARIAN_____

                                                                                             BLACK CAMEL LUNCHEON: BUILD YOUR OWN SANDWICH BAR 
DATE:__________ ARRIVAL TIME:__________                                  THEME NIGHT: HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES        
                                                                                                              FRIDAY AND SATURDAY: LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
DEPARTURE DATE:_________ DEPARTURE TIME:_______    

                                                                                                           
HOTEL INFORMATION:                                                                  

                                                                                             FIRST 50 RETURNED REGISTRATIONS WILL RECEIVE A              

MARINIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER          COMMERATIVE SHIRT. (PLEASE INDICATE SIZE WITH AN X)   

385 East 4th Street                                                                             

South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776                 S____ M____ L____ XL____ 2XL____ 3XL____  4XL ____  5XL____  

All room reservations must be made by you.    COPY AND MAIL REGISTRATION TO:  CHRISTOPHER TWIFORD

Call: 402-494-4000 for reservations.                                                                                           1915 MAPLE ST.

Reference ISCA Midwinter 2016                                                                                                            DAKOTA CITY, NE 68731

$89.00 room rate plus tax. Free parking.  
     

 MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO: ABU BEKR CLOWNS (IN U.S. FUNDS) NON REFUNDABL

.  FOR MORE INFO., CONTACT: CHRIS “CLYDE” TWIFORD: CMUDDT@HOTMAIL.COM  (ALL LOWER CASE).  

   

Staber’s 
Meat Inc.

Dave & Jim Staber
200 Pearl Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

(712) 277-4682

Dave & Jim Staber
930 Clark Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

evening there will be a live auction to raise 
money for the Sneaker Fund. The Sneaker 
Fund raises monies for burn research at 
the Shrine Hospitals. Also, everyone is 
welcome to come to the awards banquet/ 
installation of 2016 ISCA officers also for a 
$25.00 per person fee. If you plan to attend 
both the theme night party and the awards 
banquet, the cost is $40.00 per person. If 
you are interested in going to one or both 
of these events email Christopher Twiford 
at cmuddt@hotmail.com and make you 
reservations. Reservations must be in by 
no later than January 16th.

All events will take place at the historic 
Masonic/ Shrine Temple, located at 820 
Nebraska Street in downtown Sioux City. 

record year led by our President PP Bruce 
Kolbe and Lady Bev. Of course, President 
Kolbe was aided by his cadre of officers in....

#1. One of our best years for new 
members...#2. Great member participation 
for the spring dust-off, temple movements 
and area parades...#3. Each of our monthly 
meetings were well attended and each with 
a interesting program...#4. A spring ‘dust-
off ’ tour starting at the veteran’s museum 
in Onawa, on to lunch at a Bed & Breakfast 
in Battle Creek and then to the new auto 
and boat museum in Ida Grove...#5. 
Our ladies were included in the monthly 
meetings and our unit honorary members 
(all ladies) hosted a monthly meeting 
complete with program...#6. Grand 
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Meadow is always a hit with our members 
and one of the best attended meetings each 
year (probably due to Dorothy Nafe’s ice 
cream). If you have never visited Grand 
Meadow during Heritage Days....Do It In 
2016! Great historical displays, antiques, 
entertainment and fantastic meals (plus 
the ice cream!)...#7. And, the other high 
attendance functions include Big Red cook-
out hosted by Nebraska VW members and 
our annual November meeting hosted by 
member Fred Wells at the Wells Dairy Ice 
Cream Shoppe and Museum....Time for 
another Hmmmmm...notice how ice cream 
is somewhat of an attraction for Vintage 
Wheel members and spouses?

We closed 2015 with a great unit 
dinner hosted by Terry & Jan King on 
December 17. What a enjoyable evening...
food...fellowship...a special guest former 
Shrine Hospital patient Candice V Husted. 
Also, at the December meeting we donate 
cash to buy gift cards for ‘our kids’ at the 
Twin Cities Hospital and our unit treasury 
matches the individual donations.

We said ‘good-bye’ to Nobles and 
friends in 2015 as they joined the Black 
Camel Caravan. Only the Grand Architect 
knows what is in our future. So, we share 
the brotherly love as Masons here on earth, 
celebrate each life and reflect on how we 
enjoyed their friendship and fellowship. 
God Bless Them All.

While we had a record membership 
growth in 2015, we are always looking for 
new members. If you have a auto of interest, 

we would like to have you be a part of the 
Vintage Wheels in 2016.

And, for 2016, new Vintage Wheels 
leadership comes with President Dean 
Chase, VP Randy Auen, Sec/Treasurer 
Bob Knowler and, the three musketeers 
unit parade marshals of Terry King, Bob 
Dreessen and Bob Knowler. (Help me...is 
that parade marshal trio known as the three 
musketeers...or...the three mustyteers?) No 
matter, we have a great line-up of officers 
and look forward to more parades, more 
unit activities, more support of our shrine 
hospitals and, MORE VINTAGE WHEEL 
MEMBERS.

Stay safe and warm the remainder of 
this winter season and remember...

“Take care of our automobile and it 
will take care of you.”

Larry L. Finley, Scribe

How To Become A 
Shriner

Do you know someone who would 
make a good Shriner? Here is a common 
question they may have and a website you 
can pass on to them for more information.

What is the relationship between 
Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children®?

Shriners International is the 
fraternity that founded Shriners Hospitals 
for Children in 1922. Today, Shriners 
International continues to support the 
hospitals by raising funds, assisting patients’ 
families with transportation, volunteering 
on hospital boards and much more.

Children from birth to age 18 receive 
expert specialty medical care at these 
hospitals, with no financial obligation to 
them or their families, thanks to the efforts 
of Shriners and other generous supporters. 
In addition, many Shriners Hospitals for 
Children facilities are engaged in medical 
research and are affiliated with the top 
academic medical institutions in North 
America.

Shriners Hospitals for Children 
is a designated nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization.

beashrinernow.com

DIVAN 
INSTALLATION 

AND UNIT 
SEMINAR

January 9, 2016
Stated Meeting 6:30PM

Divan Installation
Fourth Floor Lodge Room - 

7:00 pm
Refreshments Afterward with 

music by The Velaires

January 16, 2016
Unit Information Day 

for Presidents and Secretaries
in the Red Room 2:30 pm

January 16, 2016
All Unit Installation 

Dinner 5:00 pm
Installation 6:30 pm

Music to follow by D.J.

The Company You Keep
www.newyorklife.com

James M. “Jim” Lane
Agent

2 S. Hidden Acres Drive
Sioux City, IA 51108

Bus. 712-279-8856
Fax 712-279-8828  
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Calendar of Events

If you have an event coming up for your Shrine Unit, Lodge or any Masonic Body be sure to send it to 
AbuBekrNews@live.com. Include all the particulars -- who, what, where, when -- and we will list for everyone to see.

January 2016
1 New Year's Day (Elbon Club Closed)

2 North Riverside Lodge Installation

3 Triangle Lodge Installation

4

5

6 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

7

8 Alpine Lodge Installation

9 Daughters of the Nile Pork Chop Dinner
Stated Meeting, 6:30 pm
Divan Installation, 7:00 pm refreshments & music to follow

10 Trial Lodge Installation

11

12

13 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

14

15 Menu Night, Elbon Club

16 Unit Seminar 2:30 pm
Dinner by Chef's Unit 5:00 pm
All Unit Installation 6:30 pm

17

18 Abu Bekr News Deadline

19

20 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

21

22

23

24

25

26

27 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

28

29

30

31

February 2016
1

2

3 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

4

5 Menu Night, Elbon Club

6

7

8

9

10 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

11

12

13

14

15 Abu Bekr News Deadline

16

17 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

18

19 Menu Night, Elbon Club

20

21

22

23

24 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

25

26

27

28

29

ISCA 
MId-WInter 
ConventIon

BuS trIp to 
tWIn CItIeS HoSpItAl

gray boxes denote Monday



501 4th Street
Sioux City, IA 51101

(712) 258-7501 • (800) 726-6790
www.thorpejewelers.comJewellers since 1900


